
SAUK CENTRE CITY COUNCIL  
REGULAR MEETING  

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 4, 2022  
  

1. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
The Sauk Centre City Council met in a Regular Meeting on Wednesday, January 4, 2022 at 6:30 
p.m. due notice being given thereof.  Present were Mayor Warren Stone, Council Members Diane 
Kelly, Joe Fuechtmann, Shalon Wilber and Heidi Leach.  Also present were Engineers Chuck 
Boser and Keith Yapp, Public Works Supervisor Ben Clink, Police Chief Bryon Friedrichs, City 
Administrator Vicki Willer and City Planner Sarah Morton.  Mayor Stone presided thereat.  
  
2.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA  
A motion was made by Council Member Wilber and was seconded by Council Member Leach to 
approve the agenda, with changes.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members 
Wilber, Leach, Fuechtmann, Kelly and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 
 
3.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member Fuechtmann 
to approve the December 21, 2022 Regular Meeting Minutes as presented.  A vote being recorded 
as follows:  For:  Council Members Kelly, Fuechtmann, Leach, Wilber and Mayor Stone.  Against:  
None.  The motion passed. 
  
4.  PUBLIC OPEN FORUM (Comments Limited to 3 Minutes)  
None. 
 
5.  PUBLIC HEARINGS 
None. 
  
6.  REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS  
a. The Park Board met on January 3, 2023 and discussed the following: 
 

• Approved 2023 Bylaws 
• Discussed Towerview Ball Field Project 
• Launched poll to get feedback on the Sinclair Lewis Park Fountain 
• Discussed trail refurbishing project for 2023 
• Received proposal from Baseball Association regarding storage of artificial mound 
• Reviewed Campground Manager job description – See 7g 

 
b. The EDA met on January 4, 2023 and discussed the following: 
 

• Heard update from the Chamber of Commerce – Chamber Annual Dinner January 
16 

• Heard proposal from a green energy plant that is seeking a location in central MN 
• Discussed Klick development proposal 
• Reviewed Author's Addition Plat and discussed future development plans 
• Discussed two potential apartment proposals 



c. Removed from agenda. 
  
7.  ACTION ITEMS  
a. Every calendar year the City Council must conduct an Annual meeting.  The first regular 
 meeting of the year is considered Sauk Centre’s Annual Meeting.   At the annual meeting 
 the council must adopt Rules of Order and at a minimum appoint the Official Newspaper, 
 Acting Mayor and Depository. 

 The first action of the City Council for the year is to adopt Rules of Order for the conduct 
 of meetings. 

 Resolution 2023-01 outlines the Rules adopted previous years.    

 A motion was made by Council Member Fuechtmann and was seconded by Council 
Member Wilber to approve Resolution No. 2023-01, Resolution Adopting Rules of Order 
for City Council Meetings.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members 
Fuechtmann, Wilber, Leach, Kelly and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 

 
b. Mayor Stone submitted the following Mayoral Appointments for 2023: 

Acting Mayor     Heidi Leach    
Engineer     Stantec     
City Attorney     Pemberton Law     
Medical Director    Dr. Mari Thomas   
HRA Board Liaison    Diane Kelly    
Park Board     Shalon Wilber    
Planning Commission    Warren Stone    
EDA  (1) Expires 2026   Heidi Leach    
 (2) Expires 2024   Joe Fuechtmann   
Senior Center Liaison    Diane Kelly    
Airport Commission     Warren Stone    
CVB Board     Shalon Wilber    
   
Policy/Planning Committee    Shalon Wilber    
      Warren Stone    
Operations Committee   Joe Fuechtmann   
      Diane Kelly    
Personnel/Finance Committee  Warren Stone    
      Heidi Leach      
   
Official Newspaper    Sauk Centre Herald   
Depositories     MN National Bank-Sauk Centre 
      First State Bank-Sauk Centre  
      Magnify    
      4M Fund    
      Multi Bank Securities (MBS)  
      Bremer Bank    
 



Official Signatories    Vicki Willer 
      Jacquelyn Kirckof 
      Warren Stone 
        
Fire Chief     Steve Moritz   
1st Assistant     Jeff Bromenshenkel  
2nd Assistant     Ben Clink   
Secretary/Treasurer    Mike Anderson  
Training/Safety Officer   Wayne Senst   

 
 A motion was made by Council Member Leach and was seconded by Council Member 

Kelly to approve Resolution No. 2023-03, Resolution Appointing Council Members to 
Serve on Various Boards and Commissions and Also Making Annual Appointments.  A 
vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Leach, Kelly, Fuechtmann, Wilber, 
and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 

 
c. The City currently is anticipating the development of residential property through platting 
 and construction of infrastructure.   At the present time, the cost is unknown. 

 If the City were to proceed with the project with the issuance of Bonds and wishes to 
 reimburse itself with costs incurred prior to the issuance, it must declare its intent to do so 
 to comply with IRS Regulations.   

 Resolution 2023-03 sets forth the procedures relating to compliance with the IRS 
 regulations. 

 A motion was made by Council Member Wilber and was seconded by Council Member 
Fuechtmann to approve Resolution No. 2023-03, Resolution Establishing Procedures 
Relating to Compliance with Reimbursement Bond Regulations Under the Internal 
Revenue Code.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Wilber, 
Fuechtmann, Kelly, Leach and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 

 
d. The City advertised on multiple occasions to fill a position on the HRA Board. 

 Nicholas Gerten applied for the position; however, his residence is outside the City 
 limits.   The City Code does allow the appointment of members to Committees and Boards 
 as follows: 

 § 32.01  GENERAL REQUIREMENTS. 

 All membership positions of the city's committees, commissions and boards must be 
 filled with persons who are residents of the city and eligible to vote in its general and 
 special elections; provided, however, that residency and voting eligibility 
 requirements  may be waived upon due consideration of the City Council in cases 
 involving lack of interest or availability of potential appointees who meet residency 
 and voting eligibility requirements.  (Ord. 642, passed 4-6-2005) 

 A motion was made by Council Member Wilber and was seconded by Council Member 



 Leach to approve appointment of Nicholas Gerten to the HRA Board of Sauk Centre.  A 
 vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Wilber, Leach, Fuechtmann, 
 Wilber and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 

e. From time to time, the City’s job descriptions are reviewed for accuracy and potential 
 amendment due to the ever-changing nature of the positions.  The position of 
 Account/Payroll Specialist has evolved since its last amendment in 2014 to include more 
 diverse reporting and tracking of employment related matters including new hire reporting, 
 unemployment reporting, and Affordable Care Act Reporting.  In addition, the City’s 
 Ambulance is now subject to Minnesota Care Tax which returns have to be filed and the 
 tax paid.  These have made the position more complicated.  In addition, new electronic 
 transfers of funds through ACH and EFT have transitioned the position requiring more 
 technical expertise.  

 Due to the above, it was recommended that the Position Grade be advanced from a Grade 
 9 to a Grade 10.   The pay rate difference between the grades is 4%.  This was budgeted in 
 2022, but was not implemented and was carried forward into the 2023 budget. 

 A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member 
Fuechtmann to approve advancement of the accounting position to Grade 10.  A vote being 
recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Kelly, Fuechtmann, Leach, Wilber and Mayor 
Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 

 
f. Applications for the position of Public Works Maintenance were received and rated for 
 interviews.  Interviews were conducted on December 21, 2022.   The top two candidates 
 were selected by the Committee with the position offered to the top candidate.  The position 
 was accepted pending background and is now recommended to be approved by the City 
 Council.  The position will carry with it a one-year probationary period. 

 The candidate selected is Ryan Bjorstrom. 

 A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member 
Fuechtmann to approve appointment of Ryan Bjorstrom as Public Works Maintenance at 
Step One with a 1-year probationary period.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  
Council Members Kelly, Fuechtmann, Leach, Wilber and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  
The motion passed. 

 
g. With the 2023 camping season approaching, it was recommended that the Council start the 
 process of securing a Campground Manager.    

 It was recommended that the position be advertised locally and also through various Work-
 Camping sites. 

 The position is from May 1 to Sept 30.   Manager to provide his/her own camper to live 
 onsite. 

 A motion was made by Council Member Wilber and was seconded by Council Member 
Kelly to approve advertisement for Campground Manager Position.  A vote being recorded 



as follows:  For:  Council Members Wilber, Kelly, Leach, Fuechtmann and Mayor Stone.  
Against:  None.  The motion passed. 

 
h. Through prior action the City Council adopted an Ordinance Requiring Licensing to sell  
 THC cannabinoid products.   The Ordinance was sent to all persons/companies known to 
 sell the product with an application to apply for the license.   

 To date, the following have applied: 

Sauk Centre Tobacco LLC 201 Main St. S #1 
 Titanium, Inc.   965 Main St. S #103 
 Crazy J’s   520 Sinclair Lewis Ave.  
 
 A motion was made by Council Member Fuechtmann and was seconded by Council 

Member Leach to approve the above licenses for sale of cannabinoid products at retail.  A 
vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Fuechtmann, Leach, Kelly, Wilber 
and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 

 
i. Sauk Centre Public Utilities Commission has negotiated to purchase the Depot Fees 
 property located next to their facility.   The City is the fee owner of property that is 
 purchased by the SCPUC because the PUC cannot own property according to the City 
 Code. 

 The Public Utility is requesting that the City allow the purchase to move forward and 
 authorize the Mayor and City Administrator to execute all documents. 

 A motion was made by Council Member Wilber and was seconded by Council Member 
Kelly to approve Resolution No. 2023-04, Resolution Authorizing Execution of Closing 
Documents.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Wilber, Kelly, 
Leach, Fuechtmann and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 

 
8.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
a. The City passed an Ordinance Requiring Licensing of Residential Rental Properties.  
 Enforcement was put on hold during COVID and then while the search was on for an 
 Inspector.   Two people have now expressed interest in becoming the Inspector. 

 The Personnel Committee intends to meet with the two individuals and discuss 
 expectations with a recommendation to come forward at a subsequent meeting. 

9.  NEW BUSINESS  
None. 
 
10.  CONSENT AGENDA  
The Council considered the following Consent Agenda Items:  
 

a. Schedule of Claims -   Unpaid Claims   $899,530.49 
    Paid Claims (Dec 31)  $92,296.28 



    Total    $991,826.77 

b. Resolution No. 2023-05, Resolution Accepting Contributions.  The contributions are as 
follows: 

 
Men’s Card Playing Group $106.10 Senior Center 
Fire Relief Association $70,000.00 Fire Dept. 
Dale Emmel $1,000.00 Fire Dept. 
Community Connections of Sauk Centre $500.00 Fire Dept. 
Community Connections of Sauk Centre $500.00 Amb. Dept. 
Community Connections of Sauk Centre $500.00 Police Dept. 
Felling Trailers, Inc. $50,000.00 EDA – Housing Dev. 
West Union Combined Charities $5.00 Amb. Dept. 
Jarod Drobny        Kiosk at a Value $600.00 Park Dept. 
Sauk Centre Seniors $2,000.00 Senior Center 
MN National Bank $210.00 Fire Dept. 
Linda Borgmann $100.00 Amb. Dept. 
Headway Marking/Dan Welle Southtown $500.00 Amb. Dept. 

 Fire Relief Association     $10,000.00    Fire Dept. 
 
 A motion was made by Council Member Leach and was seconded by Council Member 
 Fuechtmann to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  A vote being recorded as 
 follows:  For:  Council Members Leach, Fuechtmann, Wilber, Kelly and Mayor Stone.  
 Against:  None.  The motion passed. 
 
 The Council thanked the above people/organizations for their generous donations. 
 
11.  INFORMATIONAL ITEMS  
a.  2023 Meeting Calendar. 
b. Spectrum lineup changes. 
  
12.  ADJOURNMENT  
A motion was made by Council Member Wilber and was seconded by Council Member Kelly to 
adjourn the meeting.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Wilber, Kelly, 
Leach, Fuechtmann and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 
  
With no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Stone adjourned the meeting.  
  
Respectfully submitted:  
  
  
_________________________________   _________________________________  
Mayor Warren Stone City Administrator   Vicki Willer  
 


