
SAUK CENTRE CITY COUNCIL  
REGULAR MEETING  

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 18, 2023 
  

1.  CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
The Sauk Centre City Council met in a Regular Meeting on Wednesday, January 18, 2023 at 6:30 
p.m. due notice being given thereof.  Present were Mayor Warren Stone, Council Members Diane 
Kelly, Joe Fuechtmann, Shalon Wilber and Heidi Leach.  Also present were Engineer Keith Yapp, 
Public Works Supervisor Ben Clink, Police Chief Bryon Friedrichs, City Administrator Vicki 
Willer and City Planner Sarah Morton.  Mayor Stone presided thereat.  
  
2.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA  
A motion was made by Council Member Leach and was seconded by Council Member 
Fuechtmann to approve the agenda as presented.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council 
Members Leach, Fuechtmann, Wilber, Kelly and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion 
passed. 
 
3.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
A motion was made by Council Member Wilber and was seconded by Council Member Kelly to 
approve the January 4, 2023 Regular Meeting Minutes as presented.  A vote being recorded as 
follows:  For:  Council Members Wilber, Kelly, Leach, Fuechtmann and Mayor Stone.  Against:  
None.  The motion passed. 
  
4.  PUBLIC OPEN FORUM (Comments Limited to 3 Minutes)  
None. 
 
5.  PUBLIC HEARINGS 
None. 
  
6.  REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS  
a. Police Chief Friedrichs presented the December 2022 Police report stating there were a 

total of 728 calls for the month. 
 
b. Public Works Supervisor Ben Clink updated the Council on the department's monthly 
 activities: 
 

• Majority of time spent plowing, hauling, sanding. 
• No major repairs needed on equipment, except a sensor issue with the loader. 
• Outdoor rink is cleaned and resurfaced weekly. 
• Sink ripped off men's bathroom at outdoor rink, which has since been repaired. 
• Christmas lights removed and in storage. 
• Replaced runway lights at airport that were not functioning. 
• Airport A/D building nearing completion with exterior being completed within the 

week. 
• MNDOT Aeronautics completed repairs on weather station. 

 



c. The Planning Commission met on January 10, 2023 and discussed the following: 
 

• Public Hearing – Author's Addition – See 7a. 
• December Building Permit Report – 5 permits issued with a total construction value 

of $102,000.00. 
 
d. Mayor Stone updated the Council on the Public Utilities Commission January 9th meeting 
 as follows: 
 

• Tedd Spanier – President, Jeff Bromenshenkel – Vice President. 
• Reviewing property north of Bear Trap for purpose of use as a well site. 
• Electric rates to increase 2 1/2 percent. 
• Water rates to increase 5 percent. 
• Wastewater rates to increase 10 percent. 

 
e. The Airport Commission met on January 11, 2023 and discussed the following: 
 

• Final Closeout Report has been submitted for 2021 Project – Sealcoating. 
• Land Acquisition Grant – Seeking comparable property sales for relocation 

portion of grant. 
• Bipartisan Infrastructure Funding - $159,000 in 2022, $145,000 in 2023.  

Requires 10% local participation.  Expires in four years.  Eligible for three 
additional years. 

• Added snow removal equipment to CIP. 
• AD Building is under construction. 
• Waiting on parts to complete the fueling project. 
• Land Lease Agreements were revisited.  No increase proposed. 
• Hanger Lease Agreements were revisited.  No increase proposed. 
• Received resignation from Joe DiVietro due to relocation. 

 
7.  ACTION ITEMS  
a. The Planning Commission held a public hearing on the Preliminary and Final Plat for 
 Authors Addition on January 10, 2023.  The plat was presented to the City Council for 
 review and approval. 

• City is current owner and developer. 
• Preliminary Plat is for entire 44 acres laying out 85 residential lots. 
• The lots are larger in the SE and get smaller as you move NE throughout the plat. 
• Preliminary design for utilities has been completed to ensure that all lots can be 

serviced by municipal utilities including stormwater. The design to be reviewed at 
the February 1, 2023 meeting for bidding preparation approval. 

• The Preliminary Plat shows a proposal of four phases for development. 
• The Final Plat will create lots for Phase I only.  All other phases will remain an 

outlot for future development. 



• The City as owner, may elect to record Covenants on the property. A DRAFT was 
presented for review.  The DRAFT approval was not part of the approval of the 
Preliminary and Final Plat. 

 
 A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member 
 Wilber to approve Resolution No. 2023-06, Resolution for Approval of the Preliminary 
 and Final Plat of Authors Addition.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council 
 Members Kelly, Wilber, Leach and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  Abstain:  Council 
 Member Fuechtmann.  The motion passed. 
 
 The Council reviewed the Covenants.  Staff will research further options and report back. 
 
b. The Preliminary Design has been completed in preparation for a Public Hearing on the 

Improvement of Phase I of Authors Addition. 

 The project includes the extension of Hendryx Street which includes property owned by 
others as well as Halfaday Drive (AKA Park Rise St).  Because the development impacts 
others a Public Hearing on the Improvement must be held prior to Ordering the 
Improvement if it is the intention of the City to assess those owners for their abutting and 
benefiting property. 

 A motion was made by Council Member Fuechtmann and was seconded by Council 
 Member Kelly to approve Resolution No. 2023-07, Resolution Calling for Public Hearing 
 for 2023 Improvements of Authors Additions Roadways.  A vote being recorded as 
 follows:  For:  Council Members Fuechtmann, Kelly, Leach, Wilber and Mayor Stone.  
 Against:  None.  The motion passed. 
 
c. Typically, final development of plans and specs on an improvement project are authorized 

along with ordering the improvement following a public hearing.  Because the Author’s 
Addition Improvement primarily impacts the City itself as the Developer, the City can 
authorize the City Engineer to finalize Plans and Specs sooner knowing that the Plans will 
be available for future use if the City were to determine not to proceed following the 
hearing.   In the interest of time, it is recommended that the City Council authorize the City 
Engineer to proceed with final design in preparation for bid. 

 The Preliminary Plans include a sidewalk along one side of the roadways.    

 A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member 
 Fuechtmann to approve Resolution No. 2023-08, Resolution Authorizing Development of 
 Final Plans and Specifications for Phase I of Author's Addition Improvement.  A vote being 
 recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Kelly, Fuechtmann, Leach, Wilber and Mayor 
 Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 
 
d. According to the City Code Section 32.03, the Senior Center Board shall consist of 5 to 15 
 members.  Two-thirds of the members shall be citizens of the City and one-third shall be 
 residents of the greater Sauk Centre area.  Currently, there are 4 members on the Board, 
 plus a Council Representative and staff member. The Code states that the Board may be 



 expanded to fifteen members at any time.  The term of Keneth Ritter expired on December 
 31, 2022.  Mr. Ritter has resubmitted for nomination. 
 
 A motion was made by Council Member Wilber and was seconded by Council Member 
 Kelly to approve the appointment of Keneth Ritter to the Senior Center Board for the term 
 of 3 years.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Wilber, Kelly, Leach, 
 Fuechtmann and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 
 
e. The City’s Fire Service Agreements with Area Townships renews every five years.  The 

contract presented has one minor change from prior years.  The prior contract set a specific 
date and time for a meeting to be held with the other agencies.   The new contract states 
that a joint meeting will be held when needed.  This gives flexibility to the City and the 
other Agencies to select a date a time that works for them.  

 The areas served by the Sauk Centre Fire Department include: 

 Ashley Township – 100% 
 Birchdale Township – 39% 
 Getty Township – 47% 
 Kandota Township – 100% 
 Little Sauk Township – 8% 
 Melrose Township – 14% 
 Raymond Township – 75% 
 Sauk Centre Township – 100% 
 West Union Township– 55% 
 Westport City – 100% 
 Sauk Centre City – 100% 
  
 A motion was made by Council Member Leach and was seconded by Council Member 

Wilber to approve the Fire Service Agreements with area Townships and Cities.  A vote  
being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Leach, Wilber, Kelly and Mayor Stone.  
Against:  None.  Abstain:  Council Member Fuechtmann.  The motion passed. 

 
f. At the Airport Board meeting on January 11, 2023, Joe DiVietro tendered his resignation 
 from the Board due to a change in residency. 

 The term of Mr. DiVietro expires December 31, 2023. 

 A motion was made by Council Member Wilber and was seconded by Council Member 
Fuechtmann to accept the resignation of Joe DiVietro from the Airport Board.  A vote 
being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Wilber, Fuechtmann, Leach, Kelly and 
Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 

 
g. The plans have been revised for the front steps to remove the ramp to the south.   

 The plans presented have a couple options: 

 



 Base:  Keep pavers as shown and replace steps and landing with concrete. 

 Addendum 1: Remove all pavers and replace all with concrete. 

 Addendum 2: Install heat in landing and steps.  (electric or tubing with boiler) 

 The Operations Committee reviewed and recommend that the City bid both keeping the 
pavers and removing them to see cost difference.  They also recommend exploring the cost 
of the heat as a safety measure and to extend the life of the concrete. 

 A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member 
Fuechtmann to approve Resolution No. 2023-09, Resolution Soliciting Bids for City Hall 
Front Steps with addendums 1 and 2.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council 
Members Kelly, Fuechtmann, Leach, Wilber and Mayor Stone.  Against:  none.  The 
motion passed. 

h. At the December 21, 2022 Council meeting the Council approved the advertisement for 
bids for the sale of the 2015 Ford Interceptor.  In addition, the 1973 Tenant Ice Resurfacer 
was replaced at the Outdoor Rink which has also been slated for disposal. 

 The car and resurfacer were advertised and bids were accepted until Tuesday, January 17, 
2023 as with high bidder as follows: 

Bidder    Item    Amount 
 Kevin Helgeson  1973 Tenant Resurfacer $520.00 
 Matthew McCoy  2015 Interceptor Sedan $3,801.25 
 Ringwood Motors  2015 Interceptor Sedan $2,680.00 
 Aaron Vogt   2015 Interceptor Sedan $2,000.00 
 Emergency Remarketing 2015 Interceptor Sedan $1,078.18 
 
 A motion was made by Council Member Wilber and was seconded by Council Member 
 Kelly to approve Resolution No. 2023-10, Resolution Authorizing Sale of Excess Property.  
 A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Wilber, Kelly, Leach, 
 Fuechtmann and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed.   

8.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
None. 
  
9.  NEW BUSINESS  
None. 
 
10.  CONSENT AGENDA  
The Council considered the following Consent Agenda Items:  
 
a. Schedule of Claims -  Unpaid Claims $216,145.74 

    Paid Claims $0.00  

   Total $216,145.74 



  

b. December Checks Paid Claims/Payroll $801,725.15 
 

c. 2022 Contribution List.  These organizations/individuals have contributed money or in-
kind services to the City in 2022.  The list was published in the Sauk Centre Herald on 
1/19/23.  
 

d. Gambling Application for Exempt Permit request from the Holy Family School for a raffle 
on March 5, 2023 at Holy Family School. 
 

e. June Messer advanced one step on February 1, 2023. 
 
A motion was made by Council Member Leach and was seconded by Council Member 
Fuechtmann to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  
Council Members Leach, Fuechtmann, Kelly, Wilber and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The 
motion passed. 
 
11.  INFORMATIONAL ITEMS  
None. 
  
12.  ADJOURNMENT  
A motion was made by Council Member Wilber and was seconded by Council Member Leach to 
adjourn the meeting.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Wilber, Leach, 
Kelly, Fuechtmann and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 
  
With no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Stone adjourned the meeting.  
  
Respectfully submitted:  
  
  
_________________________________   _________________________________  
Mayor Warren Stone City Administrator   Vicki Willer  
 


