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SAUK CENTRE CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2016 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Sauk Centre City Council met in a Regular Meeting on Wednesday, February 3, 2016 at 6:30 
p.m. in the City Hall Council Chambers pursuant to due notice being given thereof.  Present were 
Council Members Dave Thomas, Keith Johnson, Diane Kelly, Heidi Leach and Mayor Warren 
Stone.  Also present were City Administrator Vicki Willer, City Planner Sarah Morton, 
Administrative Assistant Nicki Vogt and Public Works Director Matt Zinniel.  Mayor Stone 
presided thereat.   
 
2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
A motion was made by Council Member Thomas and was seconded by Council Member Leach to 
approve the agenda with the addition of 8b.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council 
Members Thomas, Leach, Johnson, Kelly and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 
 
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member Thomas to 
approve the January 20, 2016 Regular Meeting Minutes as presented.  A vote being recorded as 
follows:  For:  Council Members Kelly, Thomas, Johnson, Leach and Mayor Stone.  Against:  
None.  The motion passed. 
 
4. PUBLIC OPEN FORUM (Comments Limited to 3 Minutes) 
None. 
 
5.  REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS 
a. Police Chief Friedrichs presented the December 2015 Police Report stating that there were 

370 ICRs and 192 Verbal Warnings for a total of 562. 
 
b. The Planning Commission met on Tuesday, January 12th and discussed the following: 
 

• Arrowsmith Addition Plat 2 Preliminary and Final Plat review – See 7b. 
• November and December 2015 Building Permit Reports. 
• Review of 2016 meeting schedule and 2016 fee schedule. 
• 2016 Stearns County Shoreland Training. 

 
6.  PUBLIC HEARINGS – Vacation of Utility Easement 
a. Mayor Stone opened the Public Hearing and read the Public Hearing procedure. 
 
 The City has received a request from the Sauk Centre Public Utilities Commission for the 

vacation of a utility easement to include the dedication of an alternate easement. 
 
 A blanket utility easement exists over property at the corner of Fairy Lake Road and the 

Wobegon Trail.  The easement is for the benefit of the City’s electric lines.  The request is 
that the blanket easement be vacated and in exchange an easement over the southerly 50’ 
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adjacent to the trail and the existing powerline.  The Council was presented with a location 
map. 

 
 Notices were sent to all owners within 350’ of the proposed vacation.  Inquiries were 

received for clarification and no objections were received. 
 
 If the City determines that the blanket easement is no longer needed for public use and 

determines to vacate the easement, authority should be granted to the Mayor and City 
Administrator to execute a Quit Claim Deed to finalize the transaction.  

 
 Mayor Stone called for persons to speak in favor or opposition. 
 
 Peter Nelson, Mainstreet Realty, 508 Main St. S., Sauk Centre.  Mr. Nelson stated that he 

feels vacating this easement would be to everyone’s benefit as it is for clarification and 
cleanup. 

 
 Mayor Stone called three additional times for persons to speak in favor or opposition.  None 

spoke. 
 
 Mayor Stone closed the Public Hearing.  See 7a. 
 
7.  ACTION ITEMS  
a. See 6a. 
 
 This action is follow-up to the Public Hearing to consider the vacation of a utility easement 

on the parcel of land at the northeast corner of Fairy Lake Road and the Wobegon Trail. 
 
 Council Member Johnson introduced Resolution No. 2016-05, A Resolution Approving 

Utility Easement Vacation.  The motion was seconded by Council Member Kelly.  A vote 
being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Johnson, Kelly, Thomas and Mayor 
Stone.  Against:  None.  Absent:  Council Member Leach.  The motion passed. 

 
b. The Planning Commission conducted a Public Hearing to consider the Preliminary and 

Final Plat of Arrowsmith Addition Plat 2 (former Information Center Property). 
 
 The property is owned by the City.  The purpose of this plat is to establish right of way 

lines and incorporate the parcel of land into one lot for future development. 
 
 The Planning Commission reviewed the Preliminary and Final plats and recommend 

approval.  There are three outstanding items to be completed prior to recording the plat, as 
follows: 

 
• Stearns County final review of redlined changes. 
• MnDOT Right of Way Certificate. 
• Title Opinion. 
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Council Member Thomas introduced Resolution No. 2016-06, Resolution for Approval of 
the Preliminary and Final Plat of Arrowsmith Addition Plat 2.  The motion was seconded 
by Council Member Kelly.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members 
Thomas, Kelly, Johnson and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  Absent:  Council Member 
Leach.  The motion passed. 

 
8.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
a. Progress of offers to purchase City property is as follows: 
 

1.  Transit Garage.  The Tri-Cap Board Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, January 21st. 
2. Information Center.  Road construction cost/sharing is being reviewed at this time. 

 
9.  NEW BUSINESS 
a. The City and Public Utility staff have met, along with the City Engineer to work on 

updating a long term Capital Improvement Plant. 
 
 The water mains and sewer mains have been mapped, according to decade. Those maps 

were compared to the City street inventory to determine target areas for future projects.  
This is an ongoing project and will be used to prioritize future projects. 

 
 In the interim, the City had identified Oak St. S. from Sinclair Lewis Park to Park Lane as 

a project in need of reconstruction.  A feasibility report was completed in 2014 for the 
project; however, the City did not proceed at that time.   

 
 The City has also identified Getty St. S. (adjacent to the former Information Center 

Property) as a potential project in conjunction with the possible development of the 
property as a possible 2017 project. 

 
 A motion was made by Council Member Johnson and was seconded by Council Member 

Thomas to authorize preparation of plans and specifications for the Oak St. project as well 
as setting a Public Hearing for March 2, 2016.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  
Council Members Johnson, Thomas, Kelly and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  Absent:  
Council Member Leach.  The motion passed. 

 
10.  CONSENT AGENDA 
The Council considered the following Consent Agenda Items: 
 
a. Schedule of Claims -   Unpaid Claims $2,739,953.45 
   Paid Claims $720.00  
  Total $2,740,673.45 
 
b. December Checks -  #02852E-#02900E          $627,118.50 
    #36931-#37050 
    5 Payroll ACH Transfers 
 
c. Resolution No. 2016-07, Resolution Accepting Contributions.  The contribution is as 

follows: 
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  Michael & Jolene Hoffmann  $50.00  Fire Department 
 
A motion was made by Council Member Thomas and was seconded by Council Member Kelly 
to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council 
Members Thomas, Kelly, Johnson and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  Absent:  Council Member 
Leach.  The motion passed. 
 
11.  INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
a. The term of Mike Felling will expire on March 31, 2016.  A notice will be placed in the 

Sauk Centre Herald regarding this vacancy.  The length of the term is 5 years. 
 
b. The Board of Equalization Meeting is scheduled for May 2, 2016 at 1:00 p.m. 
 
c. Hazardous Waste Collection day is scheduled for Wednesday, June 15, 2016 in the Arena 

parking lot.  This is the collection that was previously done at Bueckers City Sanitation on 
the 3rd Saturday in June. 

 
12.  ADJOURNMENT 
A motion was made by Council Member Thomas and was seconded by Council Member Kelly to 
adjourn the meeting.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Thomas, Kelly, 
Johnson and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  Absent:  Council Member Leach.  The motion passed. 
 
With no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Stone adjourned the meeting at 7:05 
p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
_________________________________  _________________________________ 
Mayor Warren Stone     City Administrator Vicki Willer 


