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SAUK CENTRE CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2016 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Sauk Centre City Council met in a Regular Meeting on Wednesday, February 17, 2016 at 6:30 
p.m. in the City Hall Council Chambers pursuant to due notice being given thereof.  Present were 
Council Members Dave Thomas, Keith Johnson, Diane Kelly, Heidi Leach and Mayor Warren 
Stone.  Also present were City Administrator Vicki Willer, City Planner Sarah Morton, 
Administrative Assistant Nicki Vogt, City Engineer Keith Yapp and Public Works Director Matt 
Zinniel.  Mayor Stone presided thereat.   
 
2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
A motion was made by Council Member Leach and was seconded by Council Member Thomas to 
approve the agenda as presented.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Leach, 
Thomas, Johnson, Kelly and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 
 
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member Thomas to 
approve the February 3, 2016 Regular Meeting Minutes as presented.  A vote being recorded as 
follows:  For:  Council Members Kelly, Thomas, Leach, Johnson and Mayor Stone.  Against:  
None.  The motion passed. 
 
4. PUBLIC OPEN FORUM (Comments Limited to 3 Minutes) 
None. 
 
5.  PUBLIC HEARINGS 
None. 
 
6.  REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS 
a. Stearns County Attorney Janelle Kendall reported on the 2015 Prosecution Report for the 

City of Sauk Centre.  There were a total of 214 Misdemeanors and 32 Gross Misdemeanors 
in 2015. 

 
 The contract with the County includes adult criminal and juvenile investigative legal advice 

for all members of Stearns County law enforcement agencies.  Their attorneys carry cell 
phones 24 hours a day, 7 days a week for law enforcement legal advice as needed.   

 
 In 2015 Stearns County provided law enforcement with training opportunities and legal 

updates at no cost to all members of the Sauk Centre Police Department.  Additionally, 
they assist victims of crime as allowed by law through personal help, referrals and 
restitution collection. 

 
 The City of Sauk Centre had two participants in the Diversion Program, one adult and one 

juvenile.  The adult was terminated from the program for failing to complete program 
conditions. 
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b. Police Chief Friedrichs presented the January 2016 monthly report stating that there were 

296 Verbal Warnings and 304 ICRs for a total of 600. 
 
 Chief Friedrichs then presented the 2015 Annual Report stating that they had a busy year 

with a total of 6,707 ICRs which was up 348 from the 2014 total.  They gave out 3,026 
verbal warnings on traffic stops.  From these traffic stops, officers issued citations to 180 
drivers that either did not have a license or lost their driving privileges.  These drivers were 
still driving in the community, along with 104 drivers that did not have proof of insurance. 

 
 In reviewing the year end numbers with miscellaneous public calls, numbers are very 

similar to 2014, with the exception of a few categories, such as citizen contacts, fights, 
fingerprints, intoxicated persons, and juvenile problems, which have seen an increase.  
Sauk Centre continues to be active in calling in suspicious activity, persons, vehicles and 
phone calls.  There were 97 suspicious activity calls, 30 suspicious person calls and 22 
suspicious phone calls.  51 suspicious vehicles were also called in. 

 
 Major crimes of theft, burglary, robbery, assault, sexual assault and domestic assault were 

all down in 2015.  There was also a decline in public vandalism and property damage.  The 
department noticed an increase in possession of small amounts and drug paraphernalia 
marijuana arrests.  There were 48 possession of small amounts of marijuana and 28 5th 
degree controlled substance arrests in 2015.  Misdemeanor warrant arrest was up. 

 
 Sauk Centre PD Officers do much more than enforcement.  The officers spend much of 

their time interacting with children and adults in the community by greeting students at the 
school bus stop and walking in the hallways, speaking with pre-school children, 
kindergarteners and high school students.  The Officers have given tours of the PD to 
daycares, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, senior citizens, and other various groups.  Appearances 
are made at sporting events, community lunches, and club meetings.  Several officers also 
participated in Shop with a Cop and Night to Unite, with both being a great success.  The 
Officers take time to stop and pass out Junior Police badges, football and baseball cards.  
They get out of their squads to interact with juveniles by shooting basketball, playing catch 
or kicking the soccer ball. 

 
 New to the Department is Sonny.  Sonny is a drug canine.  In reviewing the year ending 

numbers, it appeared that Sonny is making a difference in fighting the war against drugs in 
the community.  Sonny, along with Officer Jensen, has made 86 misdemeanor, 12 gross 
misdemeanor and 18 felony drug arrests.  Sonny has found over one thousand drug 
paraphernalia items and has found almost 1,700 grams of drugs.  In February Sonny 
became USPCA (United States Police Canine Association) certified, which is a controlled 
substance registration certification.  Officer Jensen and Sonny completed over 40 hours of 
training during February to prepare for and pass this certification test.  Officer Jensen and 
Sonny average over 20 hours of training per month to refine their skills. 

 
 In summary, the SCPD has 97 years of combined experience with six full-time employees 

and one data/records employee.  Also a value to the department is the 11 years of 
experience which is shared between the two part-time officers.  For a department of this 
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size, having this many years of experience shows that the officers have great loyalty, 
dedication and commitment to the department.  Having a low turnover rate of officers helps 
the community to get to know the officers and establish trust in their abilities.  The 
department continues to be proactive in enforcement and working with the community, 
which gives the citizens of Sauk Centre a safer community to live, work and play. 

 
c. City Planner Morton stated that the Planning Commission met on February 9th.  They 

reviewed the following 2015 reports, which were also presented to the Council: 
 

• Building Official Payment Summary – Grand total paid - $69,911.41 
• Land Use Request Log 
• Zoning Permits 
• Building and Zoning Permit Valuation - $9,318,130.00 

 
d. Assistant Ambulance Director Deschene presented the 2015 Year-End Report noting that 

Kathy Struffert is the Director, Deschene is the Assistant Director, Jeff Bromenshenkel is 
the Training Coordinator and Dr. Mari Thomas is the Medical Director.  The Department 
has a roster of 21 EMTs.   

 
 The Department provides additional services such as the Stearns County Fair, Demolition 

Derby, parades, sporting events, EMS week, CPR and 1st Aid Classes, community 
education classes as well as providing CPR/1st Aid courses to hospital staff and local 
businesses. 

 
 Deschene reviewed the following with the Council: 
 

• 2015 total events/details was 717, which was an increase from the 2014 total. 
• 2015 total calls per month. 
• 2015 total transported patients. 
• Destination hospital with Sauk Centre Centracare as the main destination hospital 

for a majority of the calls. 
• Average patient age. 
• Runs by City/Township with Sauk Centre holding the majority of the runs at 

81.70%. 
 

The department billed $613,215.70 in 2015 which was an increase of 2.7% from 2014 
billing.  The total amount collected in 2015 was $347,775.80, of that, $9,447.27 was 
collected from revenue recapture and $73.86 was collected from collections. 
 
The Department is requesting that the Council approve Adjustments/Write-Offs in the 
amount of $196,205.50.  They are also requesting that the Council close files totaling 
$2,717.78.  See 7a. 

 
e. Fire Chief John Egan reported that there were a total of 75 calls in 2015, in comparison to 

83 in 2014.  The department billed out $11,985, received $1,120 (2014) and $9,335 (2015) 
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leaving $2,565 unpaid.  The department received a total of $44,652 in 
grants/reimbursements/donations in 2015. 

 
 Egan noted that there was one retirement in 2015 and two persons were hired. 
 
f. Convention and Visitor’s Bureau Director Ann Carlon presented the Convention and 

Visitor’s Bureau 2015 Annual Report as follows: 
 

• Review of the 2015 CVB achievements 
• Advertising statistics 
• New promotions for 2016 
• Leads sent 

 
7.  ACTION ITEMS 
a. See 6d. 
 
 The Ambulance Department is requesting the Council to approve the following billing 

adjustments: 
 
  -$196,205.50 Federal Mandated Adjustments (Medicare, etc.) 
  -$2,717.78 Uncollectible 
 
 A motion was made by Council Member Leach and was seconded by Council Member 

Thomas to approve annual adjustments from billing in the amount of $198,923.28.  A vote 
being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Leach, Thomas, Johnson, Kelly and 
Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 

 
b. At a previous Council Meeting it was reported that the sale of the transit garage to Tri-Cap 

had been agreed upon and that a lot split to retain the southerly fifty feet of the property 
would be forthcoming. 

 
 The survey has been completed and the lot split is ready to be acted on. 
 
 Council Member Johnson introduced Resolution No. 2016-13, Resolution Approving a 

Minor Subdivision (Lot Split) for the City of Sauk Centre.  The motion was seconded by 
Council Member Kelly.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members 
Johnson, Kelly, Thomas, Leach and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 

 
c. Dana Boschee presented a request to the Sauk Centre Park Board to act as the applicant for 

a DNR Trail Grant, which was presented to the Council for their review. 
 
 The request is for funding for a snowmobile and groomer to continue grooming the cross 

country ski trails maintained on school property.  The City would receive and disburse the 
funds.  This request is in conjunction with the Sauk Centre Public School District. 

 
 The grant request is for $10,125.  The total project cost is $13,500 with funding from 

donation by local community groups as well as individuals. 
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 Council Member Leach introduced Resolution No. 2016-14, Resolution Supporting 

Application for MN DNR Trail Grant.  The motion was seconded by Council Member 
Thomas.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Leach, Thomas, 
Johnson, Kelly and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 

 
d. Annually, the City enters into an agreement with MNDOT Aeronautics for maintenance 

and operations funding for the Sauk Centre Municipal Airport.  Historically, the City 
received $13,184 each year; however, in recent years additional funding has been available.  
A new Grant Agreement has been submitted for approval.  Changes to the Agreement 
include the following: 

 
• Increase caps (for most airports) 
• 75% reimbursement of eligible items 
• Revised contract documents 
• Mandatory quarterly reporting 

 
Council Member Kelly introduced Resolution No. 2016-15, Authorization to Execute MN 
Department of Transportation Airport Maintenance and Operation Grant Contract.  The 
motion was seconded by Council Member Thomas.  A vote being recorded as follows:  
For:  Council Members Kelly, Thomas, Johnson, Leach and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  
The motion passed. 
 

e. The City is currently in a Grant Agreement with MNDOT Aeronautics to reimburse the 
City for 60% of the costs for improving and upgrading the fueling system at the airport. 

 
 The Airport Commission is requesting that the Grant Agreement be amended to assist with 

payment of additional costs incurred, including upsizing of a fuel hose and pump. 
 
 MNDOT has approved the amendment request as follows: 
 
 Original project cost: $29,228.00 Grant:  $17,536.80 
 Updated project cost:  $38,723.00 Grant:  $23,233.80 
 
 Council Member Leach introduced Resolution No. 2016-16, Authorization to Execute 

MNDOT Grant Agreement for Airport Improvement Excluding Land Acquisition.  The 
motion was seconded by Council Member Johnson.  A vote being recorded as follows:  
For:  Council Members Leach, Johnson, Thomas, Kelly and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  
The motion passed. 

 
f. As part of the upcoming grant cycle and improvement of the airport runway and lighting 

system and its pending receipt of federal financial assistance for the project, the City is 
required, as a condition, to adopt and update its Disadvantaged Business Enterprise 
Program.   
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 The purpose of the program is to ensure nondiscrimination, to create a level playing field, 
and to remove barriers that may for disadvantaged enterprises which include women and 
minorities. 

 
 The Council reviewed the policy. 
 
 A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member 

Thomas to approve the updated DBE program.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  
Council Members Kelly, Thomas, Johnson, Leach and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The 
motion passed. 

 
g. Local Government Aid (LGA) supplements property taxes in cities with lower tax base due 

to older structures, etc.  No increase in LGA was budgeted for 2016.  The Coalition of 
Greater MN Cities is asking that cities adopt a resolution supporting an increase in LGA 
for 2017. 

 
 Council Member Johnson introduced Resolution No. 2016-17, Resolution Supporting an 

Increase in Local Government Aid in the 2016 Legislative Session.  The motion was 
seconded by Council Member Kelly.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council 
Members Johnson, Kelly, Leach, Thomas and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion 
passed. 

 
h. & i. The Sauk Centre Public Utilities Commission (SCPUC) has requested that the City Council 

officially designate a representative to Western Municipal Power Agency (WMPA).  Paul 
Hoeschen and Dennis Rykken are recommended. 

 
 The SCPUC has requested that the City Council officially designate a representative to 

Missouri Energy Services (MRES).  Paul Hoeschen and Dennis Rykken are recommended. 
 
 A motion was made by Council Member Thomas and was seconded by Council Member 

Leach to approve Resolution No. 2016-18, Resolution Designating Authorized 
Representative and Resolution No. 2016-19, Designating Authorized Representative.  A 
vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Thomas, Leach, Johnson, Kelly 
and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 

 
8.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
None. 
 
9.  NEW BUSINESS 
a. The Council was presented with a letter from Burlington Northern regarding possible sale 

of abandoned railroad right of way.  The offer has been sent to adjacent property owners 
and the City. 

 
b. The Big Sauk Lake Association has submitted a proposal for conducting a lake survey in 

2016. 
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10.  CONSENT AGENDA 
The Council considered the following Consent Agenda Items: 
 
a. Schedule of Claims -   Unpaid Claims  $193,880.81 
     Paid Claims   $5,432.20 
     Total:    $199,313.01 
 
b. January Checks  EFT0001-EFT0028  $2,922,239.37 
     #37051-#37089 
     3 Payrolls 
 
c. ElmerZ Restaurant, Bar & Event Center is requesting a Temporary Off Premise Liquor 

Permit to utilize their On-Sale Liquor License at Ladies Night Out at the Civic Arena on 
April 28, 2016 

 
d. Resolution No. 2016-20, Resolution Accepting Contributions.  The contributions are as 

follows: 
 
  Sauk Centre CVB  $325.50  Street Lighting Donation 
  Verizon Wireless  $125.00  Splash Pad 
 
A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member Johnson to 
approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council 
Members Kelly, Johnson, Thomas, Leach and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 
 
11.  INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
a. Fire service area calculations/billings for 2016. 
b. Loss control workshops. 
c. Legislative Action Day. 
d. DFL and GOP Caucuses. 

 
12.  ADJOURNMENT 
A motion was made by Council Member Thomas and was seconded by Council Member Leach to 
adjourn the meeting.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Thomas, Leach, 
Johnson, Kelly and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 
 
With no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Stone adjourned the meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
_________________________________  _________________________________ 
Mayor Warren Stone     City Administrator Vicki Willer 


