SAUK CENTRE CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15, 2023

1. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Sauk Centre City Council met in a Regular Meeting on Wednesday, March 15, 2023 at 6:30
p.m. due notice being given thereof. Present were Mayor Warren Stone, Council Members Diane
Kelly, Joe Fuechtmann, Shalon Wilber and Heidi Leach. Also present were Engineer Keith Yapp,
Public Works Supervisor Ben Clink, Police Chief Bryon Friedrichs, City Administrator Vicki
Willer and City Planner Sarah Morton. Mayor Stone presided thereat.

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member Wilber to
approve the agenda. A vote being recorded as follows: For: Council Members Kelly, Wilber,
Leach, Fuechtmann and Mayor Stone. Against: None. The motion passed.

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Council Member Leach and was seconded by Council Member
Fuechtmann to approve the March 1, 2023 Regular Meeting Minutes as presented. A vote being
recorded as follows: For: Council Members Leach, Fuechtmann, Wilber, Kelly and Mayor Stone.
Against: None. The motion passed.

4. PUBLIC OPEN FORUM (Comments Limited to 3 Minutes)
None.

5. PUBLIC HEARING
None.

5. REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS
a. Police Chief Friedrichs stated that there were a total 698 calls in February 2023.

b. Public Works Supervisor Clink updated the Council on the departments activities:

Snow removal has consumed most of the schedule

2012 Plow Truck has been repaired and is back in service

Completing minor equipment repairs

Storm sewers, catch basins thawing

Issue with carbon monoxide alarm in Library — currently running on one boiler —

will be getting pricing

e Hockey season is complete, ice has been removed and the building is ready for
upcoming dry floor events

e Hickman Park playground equipment has arrived

c. Mayor Stone stated that the Public Utility Commission met on March 13 where they
discussed the following:



e Water and electricity usage
¢ In the process of securing a piece of property for a new well location
e Toured Depot Feeds building as the PUC is the new owner

City Planner Morton reported on the March 14, 2023 Planning Commission Meeting:

e Public Hearing — Short Term Rental — See 7b
e Public Hearing — Amend Zoning Ordinance — See 7¢
e There were eight permits issued in February for a total construction value of

$83,000.00.
The Park Board met on March 7, 2023 and discussed the following:

e Discussed planning for future trails
e Discussed foundation replacement in Sinclair Lewis Park
e Reviewed options for tree memorial wall at Sinclair Lewis Park

The Airport Commission met on March 15, 2023 and discussed the following:

Final closeout report has been submitted for 2021 sealcoating project
Land acquisition grant — final offer was submitted to landowner
Waiting on parts to complete the fueling project

Discussed updating lease agreements

Reviewed CIP for potential future project

Discussed option to purchase snowblower/mower for airport

7. ACTION ITEMS

a.

The 2023 Budget for Patrol Officers includes the addition of an officer. The City Council
approved the budget; however, it was understood that the position was not to be filled as
of January 1. Chief Friedrichs is requesting that the City Council appoint the officer to be
effective May 1, 2023.

Presten Otterer was appointed as a part time officer for Sauk Centre on February 16, 2022.
He is now working full time for another jurisdiction, however, would like to work full time
for Sauk Centre where he can also work as a School Resource Officer.

Chief Friedrichs recommends that the Council appoint Otterer as a full-time officer with
an effective date of May 1, 2023. He has also recommended that Otterer be started at Step
Two of the pay scale.

A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member
Leach to approve the appointment of Preston Otterer as a Full-Time Patrol Officer effective
May 1, 2023 at Step Two. A vote being recorded as follows: For: Council Members
Kelly, Leach, Fuechtmann, Wilber and Mayor Stone. Against: None. The motion passed.



The Planning Commission, at its March 14, 2023 meeting, conducted a Public Hearing to
consider an Amendment to the City Code, which amendment adds a section on the
governing of residential property as Vacation Short Term Rentals. The City has had a
moratorium on new short term rentals since August 2022 while this Ordinance was
developed.

Highlights of the Ordinance include:

Interim Use Permit from City is required.
Lodging Permit from County is required

One unit per parcel (property is zoned R-1)
Noise and Quiet Time hours are enforced
Parking is off-street for renters

No campers to be used as rentals

Minimum lot sizes enforced

Garbage etc. to be in enclosed area

Emergency Contact must be available

Three violations constitute potential revocation
Existing rentals to comply within six months
Rentals are subject to Lodging Tax

o No new short term rental within 300 feet of an existing short term rental

A motion was made by Council Member Wilber and was seconded by Council Member
Fuechtmann to approve Ordinance No. 820, Ordinance Amending the City Code by
Adding Section 156.091 Establishing Regulations Governing the Use of Residential
Properties as Vacation Short Term Rentals and approving Ordinance No. 821, Ordinance
Authorizing Summary Publication of Ordinance 820 Amending the City Code by Adding
Section 156.091 Establishing Regulations Governing the Use of Residential Properties as
Vacation Short Term Rentals. A vote being recorded as follows: For: Council Members
Wilber, Fuechtmann, Leach, Kelly and Mayor Stone. Against: None. The motion passed.

The Planning Commission held a Public Hearing on Tuesday, March 14, 2023 considering
an Amendment to the City Code by increasing the height limit of structures in the Industrial
Commercial Zoning District.

This would primarily impact properties south of the freeway in the South Sauk Centre
Industrial Park, however, it would apply to all I/C zoned property in the City including
those already developed in the prior industrial park.

The hearing to consider increasing the height limit to 80 feet vs 50 feet which is currently
allowed. Due to the large size of the lots in the South Industrial Park, larger and taller
buildings can be accommodated. When working on marketing the properties it has become
apparent that developers will pass us by because they don’t want to invest time and effort
on applying for variances if their building is taller, or has rooftop mounted equipment that
may be taller than fifty feet from the ground.



The only amendment in this Ordinance is the height limit in the Industrial/Commercial
(I/C) District.

The Planning Commission recommended Council Approval.

A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member
Fuechtmann to approve Ordinance No. 822, An Ordinance Amending Sections 156.049 of
the Sauk Centre City Code Amending the Height Limit on Structures in the
Industrial/Commercial Zoning District. A vote being recorded as follows: For: Council
Members Kelly, Fuechtmann, Leach, Wilber and Mayor Stone. Against: None. The
motion passed.

In 2021 the Fund Balance in the General Fund decreased; however, was in parameters
recommended by accounting standards. In 2022, due to unforeseen price increases in
operating expenses, the decrease was not resolved. Therefore, it was recommended that a
transfer of funds from the Hospital Fund 290 to the General Fund be approved. This does
not mean the City is going to spend the extra dollars. It simply indicates a healthier fund
balance for purposes of debt reporting and auditing standards, and would be liquid in the
event of an emergency.

Staff recommended that a transfer of $375,000.00 be approved.

A motion was made by Council Member Wilber and was seconded by Council Member
Leach to approve Resolution No. 2023-22, Resolution Approving Interfund Transfer
Effective December 31, 2022. A vote being recorded as follows: For: Council Member
Wilber, Leach, Fuechtmann, Kelly and Mayor Stone. Against: None. The motion passed.

After meeting with the property owners affected by the City's development (Author's
Addition), easements and waivers have been drafted moving easements and adding new
easements along the road right of ways and also waivers allowing the city to move back
into properties to accomplish a smooth transition from the properties onto the new streets.

These easements/waivers were also reviewed by Committee.

A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member
Wilber to approve easements and waivers for the Author's Addition development as
presented. A vote being recorded as follows: For: Council Members Kelly, Wilber, Leach,
Fuechtmann and Mayor Stone. Against: None. The motion passed.

Staff will meet with the owners to review and obtain signatures.

The Policy Committee along with Keith Yapp and Administrator Willer met to discuss how
the City’s Special Assessment Policy would be adapted for the parcels affected by the
City’s Authors Addition Development.

The Committee recommends that the City treat the project as it relates to the privately
owned affected parcels as a Reconstruct Project which currently assesses 35% of the
street/curb/gutter/sidewalk and 100% of the water and sewer services. The current Policy



on reconstructs anticipates the Sauk Centre Public Utility replace existing lines, however
this project does not replace lines. Therefore, the Committee recommends that the water
and sewer main lines also be subject to the 35% rate.

The Committee offered that the owner could request a deferral of assessments on the water
and sewer portions until which time they utilize or hook up to the system. There are three
lots with this scenario.

If the Council proceeds with this “Hybrid” Policy, staff will then convey this to the owners
with the understanding that final numbers will not be available until after bidding and
construction.

The Council should be aware that approval would also apply to other road extensions in
the future where roadways were not extended to the end of the lot following lots splits.

A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member
Leach to authorizes treatment of the Author's Addition development as it relates to
privately owned property as a reconstruct project including water and sewer mains, with
deferral of assessments for a period of ten years, or if the property sells. A vote being
recorded as follows: For: Council Members Kelly, Leach, Wilber and Mayor Stone.
Against: None. Abstain: Council Member Fuechtmann. The motion passed.

The Park Board has two vacant two-year terms. According to City Code Section 37.21,
the Park Board shall consist of five members appointed by the Council for two-year terms.
The two open positions are to expire December 31, 2024. The following submitted a
nomination:

Thomas "Sam" Barhorst

A motion was made by Council Member Wilber and was seconded by Council Member
Fuechtmann to approve the appointment of Thomas "Sam" Barhorst to the Park Board
effective March 16, 2023 and expiring December 31, 2024. A vote being recorded as
follows: For: Council Members Wilber, Fuechtmann, Kelly, Leach, and Mayor Stone.
Against: None. The motion passed.

The EDA has been working with a company (Nature Energy) to bring an industry to Sauk
Centre that has invited members to travel out of state to visit some of their facilities located
in Denmark. The conversations have been positive and the EDA has recommended that
representatives of the City attend.

The City’s Out of State Travel Policy was presented to the Council for their review. This
policy requires prior approval. Two members of the EDA (Leach and Marthaler) have
agreed to go.

An estimate of the cost for hotel and airfare are as follows per person:
Airfare $1,206.66
Hotels (estimate $150 per night) $750.00



The Company provides travel via bus to various locations and breakfast daily. Additional
meals can be reimbursed upon submittal of receipts. The cost to be paid by the EDA Fund.

A motion was made by Council Member Wilber and was seconded by Council Member
Kelly to approve travel for Leach and Marthaler. A vote being recorded as follows: For:
Council Members Wilber, Kelly, Fuechtmann and Mayor Stone. Against: None. Abstain:
Council Member Leach. The motion passed.

1. The Stearns County All Hazard Mitigation Plan has been formally approved by FEMA.
The next step in this process is for the City to adopt the plan through resolution of the City
Council.

By formally adopting the plan, the City becomes eligible to apply for grant funds to address
mitigation concerns identified in the plan. Funds are made available through the State of
Minnesota following federally declared disasters.

The City has been a part of the Stearns County All Hazard Mitigation Plan for several
years. This action is a renewal.

A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member
Leach to approve Resolution No. 2023-24, Resolution Approving All Hazard Mitigation
Plan. A vote being recorded as follows: For: Council Members Kelly, Leach,
Fuechtmann, Wilber and Mayor Stone. Against: None. The motion passed.

8. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
None.

9. NEW BUSINESS
None.

10. CONSENT AGENDA
The Council considered the following Consent Agenda Items:

a. Schedule of Claims - Unpaid Claims $95,284.99
Paid Claims $0.00
Total $95,284.99
b. January Checks Paid Claims/Payroll $455.516.46

A motion was made by Council Member Fuechtmann and was seconded by Council Member Kelly
to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. A vote being recorded as follows: For: Council
members Fuechtmann, Kelly, Leach, Wilber and Mayor Stone. Against: None. The motion
passed.



11. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS
a. Local Board of Review and Equalization Meeting — April 10, 2023 — 1:00 p.m.

b. Interviews for Long Term Rental Inspectors — March 23, 2023.

12. ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member Leach to
adjourn the meeting. A vote being recorded as follows: For: Council Members Kelly, Leach,
Fuechtmann, Wilber and Mayor Stone. Against: None. The motion passed.

With no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Stone adjourned the meeting.

Respectfully submitted:

Mayor Warren Stone City Administrator Vicki Willer



