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SAUK CENTRE CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 6, 2016 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Sauk Centre City Council met in a Regular Meeting on Wednesday, April 6, 2016 at 6:30 
p.m. in the City Hall Council Chambers pursuant to due notice being given thereof.  Present were 
Council Members Keith Johnson, Diane Kelly, Heidi Leach and Mayor Warren Stone.  Also 
present were City Administrator Vicki Willer, City Planner Sarah Morton, City Engineer Keith 
Yapp, Administrative Assistant Nicki Vogt, Public Works Director Matt Zinniel and City 
Engineer Keith Yapp.  Mayor Stone presided thereat.   
 
2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
A motion was made by Council Member Leach and was seconded by Council Member Kelly to 
approve the agenda with the addition of 7g, Campground Extension.  A vote being recorded as 
follows:  For:  Council Members Leach, Kelly, Johnson and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  
Absent:  Council Member Thomas.  The motion passed. 
 
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A motion was made by Council Member Johnson and was seconded by Council Member Leach 
to approve the March 16, 2016 Regular Meeting Minutes as presented.  A vote being recorded as 
follows:  For:  Council Members Johnson, Leach, Kelly and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  
Absent:  Council Member Thomas.  The motion passed. 
 
4. PUBLIC OPEN FORUM (Comments Limited to 3 Minutes) 
None. 
 
5.  PUBLIC HEARINGS  
None. 
 
6.  REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS 
a. The Park Board met on Tuesday, April 5, 2016 and discussed the following: 
 

• Received campground extension report.  See 7g. 
• Reviewed campground closures for Sinclair Lewis Days and the TRAM event. 
• Recommended the purchase of web based software for campground reservations. 
• The Splash Pad is on schedule to open Memorial Day Weekend. 
• Arbor Day is April 29, 2016. 

 
b. The EDA met on Wednesday, April 6, 2016 and discussed the following: 
 

• Reviewed the results from the U of M Consumer Survey. 
• Reviewed an amended Letter of Intent for the purchase of the Interpretive Center 

property. 
• Cleanup of the racetrack property will begin soon. 
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• Marketing of the railroad property will begin soon. 
 
7.  ACTION ITEMS 
a. The Chamber has also requested uses of various City parking lots, parks, and streets for 

Sinclair Lewis Days as follows: 
 

1. Lunch at City Hall – Wed., July 13 – 10:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. 

2. Turtle Races/Wacky Water Night– SL Park & Parking Lot – Wed., July 13 – 5:30 
p.m. – 6:30 p.m. 

 
3. Kiddie/Pet Parade, Magician/Balloon Twister & DJ – Close Park Road & Use of 

SL Park – Wed., July 13 –6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
 

4. Yoga in the Park – Use of SL Park – Fri., July 15 – 7 a.m. 
  
5. Fireworks/Music – Close Park Road & Use of SL Park for Fireworks Permit -  

Fri., July 15 – 6:00 p.m. to dusk.  (Map attached regarding Fireworks). 
  
6. Crazy Days – Use of Downtown Sidewalks for Crazy Days Sale, Sat. July 16.  

7. Craft Fair/Family Fun Festival – Close Park Rd & Use of SL Park – Sat., July 16, 
7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
 

8. Approval of Parade Road – State – 9th - Ash – 6th - Main (Hwy. 71) – 10th  to 
Fairgrounds - Sat, July 16, 7:00 p.m.  

 
9. Fly In Breakfast – Sauk Centre Airport – Sunday, July 17 – 7:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

 
 A motion was made by Council Member Leach and was seconded by Council Member 

Kelly to approve the uses as noted above, including road closures and the parade route.  
A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Leach, Kelly, Johnson and 
Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  Absent:  Council Member Thomas.  The motion passed. 

 
b. Melissa Terres submitted an application for a transfer of an on-sale, off-sale and Sunday 

liquor license to be located at 515 Sinclair Lewis Avenue and DBA as Mustang Bar, III.  
The license is currently issued to Tina Rohde Olson DBA Mustang Bar. 

 
 The following was submitted:  Application, $100 liquor license fee, Worker’s 

Compensation and insurance liability is forthcoming. 
 
 The liquor license fee will be pro-rated between the buyer and seller at closing.  The 

effective transfer date is May 1, 2016. 
 
 Council Member Kelly introduced Resolution No. 2016-29, Resolution Approving the 

Application of Melissa Ann Terres DBA Mustang Bar III, Inc. for a Transfer of an On-
Sale, Off-Sale and Sunday Liquor License located at 515 Sinclair Lewis Avenue.  The 
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motion was seconded by Council Member Leach.  A vote being recorded as follows:  
For:  Council Members Kelly, Leach, Johnson and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  
Absent:  Council Member Thomas.  The motion passed. 

 
c. An application has been submitted by Melissa Terres DBA Mustang Bar III, Inc. to sell 

cigarettes at 515 Sinclair Lewis Avenue.  Ms. Terres has also paid the fee. 
 
 A motion was made by Council Member Johnson and was seconded by Council Member 

Kelly to approve the request for a cigarette license to Melissa Ann Terres DBA Mustang 
Bar III, Inc. A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Johnson, Kelly, 
Leach and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  Absent:  Council Member Thomas.  The 
motion passed. 

 
d. At the March 16, 2016 regular meeting the City Council authorized preliminary work to 

begin on the proposed purchase of a new Fire Pumper Truck to replace the existing 1981 
Unit. 

 
Staff has been working on developing specifications of needs for the proposed truck that 
would best suit the needs of the Department.  In addition, the City has joined the HCAG 
which is a Cooperative Purchasing Program which specializes in Emergency Vehicles.   

 
It is the intent to publicly bid for the purchase and also to determine if a purchase through 
the Cooperative Purchasing Program would net savings to the City. 

 
The timeline is as follows: 

 
• March 16, 2016  Authorize Development of Specifications 
• April 6, 2016  Authorize Advertisement for Bids 
• April 14 & 21, 2015 Advertise Publicly for Bids 
• May 9, 2016  Open Bids  
• May 18, 2016  Award Bid 

 
The Finance Committee to meet prior to an award to determine finance options and is 
recommending approval.   
 
Council Member Johnson introduced Resolution No. 2016-30, Resolution Authorizing 
Formal Solicitation of Bids through Competitive Bidding and through Cooperative 
Purchasing of a 2015 Fire Pumper Truck.  The motion was seconded as follows:  For:  
Council Members Johnson, Kelly, Leach and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  Absent:  
Council Member Thomas.  The motion passed. 
 
The truck could take up to one year to build and deliver. 

 
e. On March 14, 2016 an Interview Committee held the interviews for the position of Sauk 

Centre Police Sergeant. There were four officers apply for the position.  The interview 
panel consisted of Chief Bryon Friedrichs, City Administrator Vicki Willer, Mayor 
Warren Stone, Sartell Police Chief Jim Hughes, and St. Joseph Police Chief Joel Klein.  
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The interview consisted of each candidate having two scenarios, one being a critical 
incident scenario and the other a personnel scenario. They had 30 minutes to review and 
prepare a written and verbal response for the two different scenarios. After giving their 
verbal response on how to handle each scenario, they had eight addition questions to 
answer not related to the scenarios. 

 
After careful consideration, Chief Friedrichs along with the interview board recommend 
Officer Joe Jensen for the position. Officer Jensen is at the highest step (step 8) with a 
rate of $28.59.  It was recommended starting Officer Jensen at the Sergeant bracket at 
step 5 at a rate of $29.97. This would be a $1.38 raise for advancement to this position.  

 
 A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member 

Leach to approve the appointment of Officer Jensen to Police Sergeant with the Sauk 
Centre Police Department effective April 7, 2016 at Step 5 of the Union Pay Scale.  A 
vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Kelly, Leach, Johnson and 
Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  Absent:  Council Member Thomas.  The motion passed. 

 
f. The City, through the Public Utility, leases acreage at the airport to Dennis Muellner.  

2016 is the third year of a three year contract. 
 

The contract includes options for the PUC to determine types of crops to be planted and 
when they can be planted so that it can utilize the land for sludge application from the 
waste water treatment plant. 

 
In 2016, Stearns County will begin collecting personal property tax from the lessee for 
land it rents from tax-exempt landowners.    Muellner falls into this category. 

 
For 2016, the tax on the property is $1,166.   The Public Utility Commission recommends 
that the City amend the contract for 2016 to reduce the rental fee be that amount and that 
the landowner pays the tax.   Current 2016 rate of $6,089.50 would be reduced to 
$4,923.50. 

 
Further discussion on how the land lease contracts subject to this same provision will be  
handled will be a subject of the individual boards that negotiate the contracts with 
recommendations to come before the Council. 

 
 A motion was made by Council Member Johnson and was seconded by Council Member 

Leach to approve the amendment to the Lease Agreement for Dennis Muellner reducing 
the rate by $1,166 from $6,089.50 to $4,923.50 with Muellner, retaining responsibility 
for the property tax.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Johnson, 
Leach, Kelly and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  Absent:  Council Member Thomas.  
The motion passed. 

 
g. The Park Board reviewed costs for the expansion of the campground. The expansion 

includes the addition of five sites on the west end to replace five sites that will be 
removed in the middle of the seasonal sites which are very small. 
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The sites will be 50’ in width.  4,000 sf total each.  Sewer, water and electric will be 
extended 200’.  Estimated costs are as follows: 

 
Material for plumbing  $975.00 
Excavator Rental -   $500.00 
Electric Pedestals -              $1,177.00 (does not include inspection fee, wire, labor) 
Gravel     $1,000.00 
Total                $3,652.00 

 
Estimated final cost is less than $5,000.00.  Final approval is needed from Stearns County 
for extension.  Preliminary approval was previously granted. 

 
The City Council set aside $20,000 for expansion costs.  Trees are also proposed as part 
of the project but will be funded through other funding.   
 
A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member 
Leach to approve the campground extension, pending approval by Stearns County.  A 
vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Kelly, Leach, Johnson and 
Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  Absent:  Council Member Thomas.  The motion passed. 

 
8.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
a. The timeline for the Oak Street is as follows: 
 

• March 24 & 31, 2016  Advertise in Finance & Commerce, Inc.  
• March 24 & 31, 2016  Advertise in Sauk Herald 
• March 31, 2016  Permit application submitted by DOH for waterline 
• April 14, 2016   Bid opening at 11:00 a.m. at City Hall 
• April 20, 2016   Award bid by City Council 

 
9.  NEW BUSINESS 
None. 
 
10.  CONSENT AGENDA 
The Council considered the following Consent Agenda Items: 
 
a. Schedule of Claims -   Unpaid Claims  $104,028.36 
     Paid Claims   $1,496.20 
     Total:    $105,524.56 
 
b. Resolution No. 2016-31, Resolution Accepting Contribution.  The contributions are as 

follows: 
 
  Men’s Card Playing Group  $225.29 Senior Center 
  Coborn’s, Inc.    $201.00 Ambulance 
  Robert & Jeanette Stansbury  $25.00  Senior Center 
  Central MN Credit Union  $450.00 Fire Department 
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c. An assembly permit request from Father Jeremy Theis/Deborah Holt for a Corpus Christi 

Procession to be held on May 29, 2016 at Our Lady of Angels.  About 200 people are 
expected to attend.  The procession will be from Our Lady of Angels Church down Ash 
Street to St. Paul’s Church and back down Birch Street. 

 
d. Request from Tina Rohde dba Mustang Bar for a temporary extension of premise permit 

for a going away party on April 29, 2016 from 7:00 p.m. to 1:00 a.m. 
 
e. Gambling application for exempt permit request from Sauk Centre Lions Club for a raffle 

and pull tabs on July 28-31, 2016 at the Stearns County Fairgrounds. 
 
f. Public Works Employee, Andrew Rousslange, will advance from Step 5 of the union pay 

scale effective March 21, 2016. 
 
A motion was made by Council Member Johnson and was seconded by Council Member Kelly 
to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council 
Members Johnson, Kelly, Leach and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  Absent:  Council Member 
Thomas.  The motion passed. 
 
11.  INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
a. Tree City USA – USA Arbor Day Proclamation – April 29, 2016 
 
b. Severe Weather Awareness Week – April 11-15, 2016 
 
c. Tax Capacity Rates Final – 2016 
 
d. Sale of transit garage is complete 
 
e. May 2, 2016 – Board of Review and Equalization 
 
Mayor Stone announced that the next item on the Agenda is the Council will recess the regular 
meeting and reconvene in Closed Session for the purpose of discussing the potential sale of real 
estate. 
 
A motion was made by Council Member Johnson and was seconded by Council Member Kelly 
to close the regular meeting and reconvene in Closed Session..  A vote being recorded as 
follows:  For:  Council Members Johnson, Kelly, Leach and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  
Absent:  Council Member Thomas.  The motion passed 
 
All those present left the meeting with the exception of the Mayor and Councilmembers and 
Administrator Willer. 
 
12.  CLOSED SESSION 
 
The Council convened in closed session to receive updated information on a potential sale of real 
estate. 
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A motion was made by Council Member Johnson and was seconded by Council Member Kelly 
to reconvene the regular meeting. A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members 
Johnson, Kelly, Leach and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  Absent:  Council Member Thomas.  
The motion passed 
 
Mayor Stone announced that the Council reviewed an updated proposed for the sale of the 
Information Center Property.  Staff has been given direction to contact the proposed buyer with 
additional information and to prepare formal documents for the sale. 

 
13.  ADJOURNMENT 
A motion was made by Council Member Leach and was seconded by Council Member Johnson 
to adjourn the meeting.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Johnson, 
Leach, Kelly and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  Absent:  Council Member Thomas.  The 
motion passed. 
 
With no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Stone adjourned the meeting at 
7:17p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
_________________________________  _________________________________ 
Mayor Warren Stone     City Administrator Vicki Willer 


