
1 
 

 
SAUK CENTRE CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 19, 2023 

 
1.  CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Sauk Centre City Council met in a Regular Meeting on Wednesday, April 19, 2023 at 6:30 
p.m. due notice being given thereof.  Present were Mayor Warren Stone, Council Members Diane 
Kelly, Joe Fuechtmann, Shalon Wilber and Heidi Leach.  Also present were Engineer Chuck 
Boser, Ambulance Director Kathy Struffert, Public Works Supervisor Ben Clink, Police Sergeant 
Joe Jensen, City Administrator Vicki Willer and City Planner Sarah Morton.  Mayor Stone 
presided thereat.   
 
2.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
A motion was made by Council Member Wilber and was seconded by Council Member Leach to 
approve the agenda with the addition of 6g.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council 
Members Wilber, Leach, Kelly, Fuechtmann and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion 
passed. 
 
3.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member Fuechtmann 
to approve the April 5, 2023 Regular Meeting Minutes.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  
Council Members Kelly, Fuechtmann, Leach, Wilber and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The 
motion passed. 
 
A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member Fuechtmann 
to approve the April 10, 2023 Special LBOE Meeting.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  
Council Members Kelly, Fuechtmann, Leach and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  Abstain:  Council 
Member Wilber.  The motion passed. 
 
4.  PUBLIC OPEN FORUM (Comments Limited to 3 Minutes) 
None. 
 
5.  PUBLIC HEARINGS 
None. 
 
6.  REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS 
a. Ambulance Director Kathy Struffert stated that on February 25th, 2023, at 12:16 AM, Sauk 

Centre Police and the Sauk Centre Ambulance were dispatched to a residence in the City 
of Sauk Centre for a female who was in labor. 

Upon arrival, the patient was found inside of her residence experiencing contractions. 
EMT’s started timing the contractions which were coming closer together and getting 
stronger, with the female indicating she felt the need to push. Over the next few minutes, 
the EMT’s assisted in delivering the baby boy with no complications. The umbilical cord 
was cut and the placenta was then delivered. The mother and baby were then taken to the 
hospital to be checked. 
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Because of you – a life was born! 

 Officer Dean Jungles 
 EMT Paramedic Brian Zales 
 EMT Quint Swedenburg  
 EMT Richard White 

b. Ambulance Director Struffert presented lifesaving awards to Police and Ambulance 
personnel for life saving measures performed in the pre-hospital setting. 

On October 16th, 2022, at 12:53 PM, the Sauk Centre Police were dispatched and the Sauk 
Centre Ambulance was paged for a male that had collapsed and had an unknown life status. 
Ambulance personnel requested the fire department be paged for assistance. 

Upon arrival the EMT’s noted the patient had an agonal breathing pattern, which is not 
sustainable for life. Pulse checks found no pulse present, so manual compressions were 
initiated. An airway device was inserted and breathing was assisted using a bag mask valve 
device. The cardiac monitor/AED was attached which showed a non-shockable rhythm. 
With the assistance of the fire department the LUCAS was attached to provide mechanical 
compressions and the patient was moved onto a backboard and taken to the ambulance for 
transport to the hospital. 

Enroute to the hospital, mechanical compressions and assistance in breathing were 
continued. An IV was established. Re-analyzing the patient it was found that there was 
now a shockable rhythm so he was given one shock with the AED. Compressions and 
assistance in breathing were continued. 

At the hospital the EMT’s assisted with CPR until the patient regained consciousness with 
a pulse and was able to breath on his own. He was then airlifted to St. Cloud Hospital for 
a higher level of care. 

Once again, we have a lifesaving crew to be proud of. Police, fire and EMS worked together 
and provided the lifesaving measures to save a life. 

Because of you – another beat goes on! 

 EMT Tim Deschene  
 EMT Paramedic Nick Weisensel  
 EMT Richard White  
 EMT Jeff Bromenshenkel 
 Officer Dustin VonWahlde 

Patient Robert Theisen thanked everyone for their life savings efforts, stating he is glad to 
be alive. 

c. Police Chief Friedrichs presented the March 2023 Police Report stating there were a total 
of 773 calls.   
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d. Public Works Director Clink presented the Public Works Department’s March report: 
 

• Snowing and clean-up. 
• Tar patching when allowed. 
• Storm sewers required thawing and culvert ends were cleaned out. 
• Prep-work and cleanup for three dry-floor events at the arena. 
• Completed repairs to the airport fuel hose reel. 
• Received delivery of fuel at airport. 
• Waiting for software upgrade for Fuelmaster at airport. 
• With high water level on lake and large ice sheets moving around, a cable that was 

holding the pier in place was damaged.  The pier is strapped to the shoreline until 
it can be repaired. 

• Completed minor cleanup and repairs in the campground in preparation for season 
opening.  With the weather being so cold, the water has not been turned on. 

 
e. City Engineer Yapp updated the Council on the following projects: 
 
 South Industrial Park: 

• Lift station up and running. 
• Working on minor erosion issues due to snow melt. 

 
Information Center Property: 

• Working on dispute between contract and subcontractor. 
 

2022 Project: 
• Begin punch list items soon. 
• Paving to being when the weather warms up. 

 
Author’s Addition: 

• Preconstruct meeting scheduled for April 21. 
• Project to begin April 24. 
• Working to secure the final easements. 

 
City Hall Front Steps: 

• Out for quotes with deadline to submit being April 27, 2023. 
• Bids will be presented to the Council at the May 3, 2023 meeting. 

 
f. City Planner Morton stated that the Planning Commission met on April 11, 2023 and 

discussed the following: 
 

• Public Hearing – Variance – See 7a. 
• Received monthly Building Permit Report 
• Two Zoning Permits issued in 2023. 

 
g. Sauk Centre Public Utilities Commission monthly report: 
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• Meeting was held April 18, 2023. 
• Will be looking into hiring an office employee. 
• Received and reviewed Drinking Water Report, with positive results. 
• Depot Feeds Building tanks and other miscellaneous items will be placed on 

MinnBid for sale. 
• Looking into a generator that could cover the City. 

 
7.  ACTION ITEMS 
a. The Planning Commission, acting as the Board of Adjustment, conducted a Public Hearing 

on Tuesday, April 11, 2023 to consider a request for a variance on property located at 520 
- 8th Street S legally described as Part of Lot 18, Robbins and Mendenhall’s and owned by 
A&H Concrete, Inc. 

The request is for a variance from the Road Right of Way Setback requirement of 30 feet 
from 8th St. S. The request is for a setback of twenty feet to allow for the construction of 
a 42’ X 128’ commercial building. 

 

The Planning Commission recommended that the request be approved. 

A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member 
Fuechtmann to approve Resolution 2023-29 Granting Variance to A&H Concrete, Inc.  A 
vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Kelly, Fuechtmann, Leach, Wilber 
and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 

b. Kathy Struffert, Ambulance Director, requested an Amendment to the Medical Direct pay 
for 2023. The request is to include in the pay reimbursement for the annual license update, 
DEA Certificate, and Academy of FP, along with an increase to include additional time for 
the ALS Licensing process etc. 

The request is for an increase of $3,000. 
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 A motion was made by Council Member Leach and was seconded by Council Member 
Kelly to Authorize $3,000 increase in Medical Director Pay for 2023.  A vote being 
recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Leach, Kelly, Fuechtmann, Wilber and Mayor 
Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 

c. Kathy Struffert, Ambulance Director has requested that effective April 19th, 2023, Alyssa 
Ziemer be promoted from probationary EMT to EMT-B, level one for the ambulance 
service, along with the pay increase according to the city’s current pay policy. 

While on probation with the service, Alyssa has had favorable reviews. She has well 
exceeded the 20 patient contacts that are required while on probation. She takes her share 
of call and is available for back up whenever she is available. 

In addition, she is requesting the appointment of Jordan Hartmann as a Probationary EMR 
(Emergency Medical Responder/Driver) effective with positive background check. Jordan 
has acquired his EMR license on his own so there is no cost to adding him to the roster. 

 A motion was made by Council Member Wilber and was seconded by Council Member 
Fuechtmann to approve the appointment of Alyssa Ziemer to EMT-B-1 and appointment 
of Jordan Hartmann as a Probationary EMR, effective April 19, 2023.  A vote being 
recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Wilber, Fuechtmann, Leach, Kelly and Mayor 
Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 

 
d. An application from Allison Schelitzche owner of Babbitts Wine Bar is requesting to 

amend her liquor license from 3.2 On-Sale License and a Wine License to On-Sale 
Intoxicating and Off-Sale liquor license which includes the outdoor patio effective July 1, 
2023. 

 
 A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member 

Wilber to approve Resolution No. 2023-30, Resolution Approving Amending the Liquor 
License Application of Babbitt's Wine Bar, LLC DBA Babbitt's Wine Bar to On-Sale 
Intoxicating and Off-Sale Liquor License to be Located at 219 Oak Street South.  A vote 
being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Kelly, Wilber, Leach, Fuechtmann and 
Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed.   

 
e. The contract for the Fire Department Memorial Sculpture is presented for approval.  The 
 Fire Department recommended that the City proceed by approving the contract. 
 
 A motion was made by Council Member Leach and was seconded by Council Member 

Kelly to authorize execution of the Fire Department Sculpture Contract.  A vote being 
recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Leach, Kelly, Wilber and Mayor Stone.  
Against:  None.  Abstain:  Council Member Fuechtmann.  The motion passed. 

 
f. After conducting a Doodle Poll to determine a date that would work for most of the parties 
 of Nature Energy and the City Council, the date of May 1, 2023 at 1:00 pm. has been 
 selected. 
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 A motion was made by Council Member Wilber and was seconded by Council Member 
Fuechtmann to call a special meeting for May 1, 2023 at 1:00 p.m. for the purpose of 
conducting an informational meeting with Nature Energy.  A vote being recorded as 
follows:  For:  Council Members Wilber, Fuechtmann, Leach, Kelly and Mayor Stone.   

 
8.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
a. The Finance Committee met to discuss funding of the Author's Addition project and is 
 recommending that the project be financed through an Interfund Loan from the City's 
 Hospital Fund. 
 
 More information to come at a future meeting. 
 
9.  NEW BUSINESS 
None. 
 
10.  CONSENT AGENDA 
The Council considered the following Consent Agenda Items: 
 
a. Schedule of Claims -  Unpaid Claims $67,855.40 
    Paid Claims $160.00 
   Total $68,015.40 
  
b. March Checks Paid Claims/Payroll $479,929.05 
 
c. Arbor Day Proclamation.  Acknowledgement of Arbor Day is one of the criteria required 

to obtain Tree City Designation. 
 
d. Gambling Application for Exempt Permit request from the Sauk Centre Lions Club for 

pull-tabs for July 26-29, 2023 and a raffle for July 29, 2023 at the Stearns County 
Fairgrounds.   

 
e. Gambling Application for Exempt Permit request from the Knights of Columbus Council 

4863 for bingo and a raffle for July 26-30, 2023 at the Stearns County Fairgrounds. 
 

A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member Leach to 
approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council 
Members Kelly, Leach, Wilber, Fuechtmann and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion 
passed. 
 
11.  INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
a. Charter Communications – Upcoming Changes. 
 
b. Spring Clean-Up Day – April 22, 2023 – 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. – Sauk Centre Civic Arena 
 Parking Lot. 
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12.  ADJOURNMENT 
A motion was made by Council Member Fuechtmann and was seconded by Council Member Kelly 
to adjourn the meeting.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Fuechtmann, 
Kelly, Leach, Wilber and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 
 
With no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Stone adjourned the meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
_________________________________  _________________________________ 
Mayor Warren Stone     City Administrator Vicki Willer 


