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SAUK CENTRE CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 17, 2023 

 
1.  CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Sauk Centre City Council met in a Regular Meeting on Wednesday, May 17, 2023 at 6:30 
p.m. due notice being given thereof.  Present were Mayor Warren Stone, Council Members Diane 
Kelly, Joe Fuechtmann, Shalon Wilber and Heidi Leach.  Also present were City Administrator 
Vicki Willer, Police Chief Bryon Friedrichs, City Engineer Keith Yapp and City Planner Sarah 
Morton.  Mayor Stone presided thereat.   
 
2.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
A motion was made by Council Member Fuechtmann and was seconded by Council Member 
Wilber to approve the agenda with additions.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council 
Members Fuechtmann, Wilber, Leach, Kelly and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion 
passed. 
 
3.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A motion was made by Council Member Leach and was seconded by Council Member Kelly to 
approve the May 3, 2023 Regular Meeting Minutes.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  
Council Members Leach, Kelly, Wilber, Fuechtmann and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The 
motion passed. 
 
4.  PUBLIC OPEN FORUM (Comments Limited to 3 Minutes) 
None. 
 
5.  PUBLIC HEARINGS 
None. 
 
6.  REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS 
a. Police Chief Friedrichs presented the April 2023 Police Report stating that there were a 
 total of 714 calls.  Chief Friedrichs stated that with summer here, the department is focusing 
 their efforts on campgrounds, trails, parks, alleys, etc. 
 
b. Public Works Director Clink updated the Council on the department's previous month's 
 activities: 
 

• Hauled and placed 55 tons of tar for pothole repairs. 
• All streets have received one pass of street sweeping. 
• Water has been turned on for all parks. 
• A shed pad was built at the arena for the Baseball Association's new storage shed. 
• Ran new sprinkler lines by splash pad where they were cut by the Hickman trail 

project. 
• Installed docks. 
• Damaged fishing pier is awaiting repairs. 
• Sidewalk inspections complete and notices to be sent in the near future. 
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c. City Engineer Yapp updated the Council on the following projects: 
 
 Arrowsmith  

• Finalize project at a future meeting – IC134. 
 
 South Industrial Park 

• Gone through punch list items with a few things remaining, to include settlement, 
re-seeding. 

• Final wear course paving to take place early June. 
 
 Second Street Project 

• Most punch list items complete, including concrete work, restoration. 
• Wear course paving to take place early June. 

 
 Author's Addition: 

• Most grading work complete. 
• Starting to begin pipe work early to mid-June. 
• Pay Request – See 7b. 

 
7.  ACTION ITEMS 
a. The Chamber requested uses of various City parking lots, parks, and streets for 
 Sinclair Lewis Days: 
 

1. DJ on Trailer by Shelter for Kids/Band in Band Shell for Adults w/beer garden 
provided by American Legion/Pontoon & Boat Parade – Close Park Road & Use 
of SL Park – Friday, July 14 – 5:00 p.m. to Dusk. 

 
2. Food Vendors – Use SL Parking Lot - Friday, July 14 – 5:00 p.m. to Dusk. 
 
3. Fireworks - Close Park Road & Boat Landing for Fireworks Permit - Fri., July 14 

– 6:00 p.m. to dusk.   
  
4. Crazy Days – Use of Downtown Sidewalks for Crazy Days Sale, Sat. July 15. 

  
5. Craft Fair/Family Fun Festival – Close Park Rd & Use of SL Park & Parking Lot 

– Sat., July 15, 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
 

6.  Chip Timed 5K & 1 Mile Run – Start/Finish by swings & playground equipment 
– Use of Trail & Close 1 Lane on Hickman Drive & Lake View Drive – Sat., July 
15, 7 a.m. and 10 a.m. 

 
7. Approval of Parade Road – Industrial Park – SL Ave.- Elm – 6th – Getty St – 10th  

to Civic Arena Parking Lot - Sat, July 15, 7:00 p.m.  
 
A motion was made by Council Member Fuechtmann and was seconded by Council 
Member Kelly to approve the uses as requested by the Chamber, including road closures 
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and parade route.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Fuechtmann, 
Kelly, Leach, Wilber and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 
 

b. Pay Request #1 (through May 5, 2023) has been submitted for payment to Kuechle 
 Underground, Inc. for the 2023 Addition Project. 
 
 Contract Amount $1,334,774.58 
 
 Value Completed to Date $144,665.88 
 
 Amount Earned $144,665.88 
  
 Less Retainage 5% 7,233.29 
 
 Subtotal $137,432.59 
 
 Less Previously Paid 0.00 
 
 Amount Due this Request $137,432.59 
 
 A motion was made by Council Member Wilber and was seconded by Council Member 

Leach to approve Pay Request #1 to Kuechle Underground, Inc. for $137,432.59.  A vote 
being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Wilber, Leach, Fuechtmann, Kelly and 
Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 

 
c. An applicant was interviewed for the open Police/Patrol Officer position.   It was 

recommended that the following appointment be approved for a full time position 
following the passage of his POST Exam and background check. 

 
 Austin Kowski  Step One 
 
 A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member 

Fuechtmann to appoint Austin Kowski as a Full Time Police Officer contingent upon 
positive background check and passage of POST exam.  A vote being recorded as follows:  
For:  Council Members Kelly, Fuechtmann, Leach, Wilber and Mayor Stone.  Against:  
None.  The motion passed. 

 
d. At the May 3, 2023 City Council action on the Trail Rehabilitation Project was tabled until 

this meeting. 
 
 Quotes were opened for the 2023 Trail Rehabilitation Project on Wednesday, April 26, 

2023 at 11:00 a.m.   Eight quotes were received as follows: 
 

Firm Total bid for Trail Alternate #1 Total 
Ferguson Asphalt Paving, 
Inc. 

                         
149,610.00  

                          
111,844.00  

                         
261,454.00  
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Mark Sand & Gravel Co. 
                         
382,479.00  

                          
280,640.00  

                         
663,119.00  

Mark Lee Excavating 
                         
138,245.00  

                          
116,950.00  

                         
255,195.00  

MN Paving & Materials 
                         
170,525.00  

                             
78,280.00  

                         
248,805.00  

Knife River 
                         
134,755.00  

                             
81,530.00  

                         
216,285.00  

Joe Riley Construction 
                         
132,255.00  

                             
78,084.60  

                         
210,339.60  

Duininck 
                         
173,974.00  

                             
83,335.00  

                         
257,309.00  

Diversified Paving, Inc. 
                         
126,490.70  

                          
122,617.08  

                         
249,107.78  

 
The Trail bid is for the rehabilitation of the Wobegon Trail Spur and the paving of a trail 
in Brown’s Park and a trail at East River Heights.  The Alternate is the rehabilitation of the 
skate park/basketball court with concrete in the skate area and pavement in the basketball 
area. 
 
If the City awards for the trail only the low bidder is Diversified Paving, Inc. at 
$126,490.70.  
 
If the City awards the full project the low bidder is Joe Riley Construction at $210,339.60, 
however, the responsible bidder document was not received until after the deadline.   The 
next low bidder for the full project is then Knife River at $216,285.00 who also did not 
submit the required documentation leaving the next lowest bidder for the total project MN 
Paving & Materials at $248,805.00. 
. 
The budget available is $160,000.00 unless other project funds are added. 

 
 After a lengthy discussion, a motion was made by Council Member Fuechtmann and was 

seconded by Council Member Kelly to deny moving forward with the trail rehabilitation 
project at this time.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members 
Fuechtmann, Kelly, Leach and Mayor Stone.  Against:  Council Member Wilber.  The 
motion passed. 

 
e. At the EDA’s regular meeting on May 3, 2023, the EDA discussed a pricing structure for 
 the Authors Addition lots.  They reviewed the costs and also what they believe the lots will 
 sell for based upon local area sales. 
 
 They recommended that the pricing structure be set at an average of $48,500.  This would 
 include the improvements for the water/sewer/street. 
   
 If the Council approves the structure, flyers will be developed for distribution and 
 advertisement.  Those that requested to be notified once the lots are available will be 
 notified. 
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 The Uniform Vacant Land Purchase Agreement will be utilized; however, any complex  
 terms would be drafted by the City Attorney.   Once a Purchase Agreement is signed, it 
 will be sent to a Closing Company for closing. 
 
 A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member 
 Wilber to approve pricing structure for Author's Addition Phase I lots.  A vote being 
 recorded as follows:   For:  Council Members Kelly, Wilber, Leach and Mayor Stone.  
 Against:  None.  Abstain:  Council Member Fuechtmann.  The motion passed. 
 
f. Kathy Struffert, Ambulance Director, requested approval of the following  appointments: 
 
 Jessica Isenbart  Probationary EMT New 
 Karyn Nelson   EMT B-1 from Probationary EMT 
 
 A motion was made by Council Member Fuechtmann and was seconded by Council 

Member Kelly to approve the above appointments for the Ambulance Department.  A vote 
being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Fuechtmann, Kelly, Leach, Wilber and 
Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 

 
8.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
a. Now that the Nature Energy Public Meetings complete, the Council will need to begin 

discussion regarding next steps.  Nature Energy would appreciate the Council's feedback.  
Next steps could potentially include discussion of utility needs with the Sauk Centre Public 
Utilities Commission   

 
 By general consent, the Council gave approval to set a joint meeting with the Sauk Centre 

Public Utilities Commission to discuss the potential needs of Nature Energy. 
 
9.  NEW BUSINESS 
None. 
 
10.  CONSENT AGENDA 
The Council considered the following Consent Agenda Items: 
 
a. Schedule of Claims -  Unpaid Claims $249,762.55 
    Paid Claims $26,147.44 
   Total $275,909.99 
  
b. April Checks Paid Claims/Payroll $552,741.85   
  
c. Every year by June 30th, Liquor Licenses are up for renewal.  To date, the following 

applicants have the appropriate paperwork completed and fee paid.  Listed below are the 
Liquor Licensees and License Number: 
 
• Next Door Bar & Lounge (On-Sale, Off-Sale & Sunday) 2023-16 
• Bear Trap (On-Sale, Off-Sale & Sunday)   2023-17 
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• Mustang Bar III (On-Sale, Off-Sale & Sunday)  2023-18 
• Old Course Sauk Centre (On-Sale, Off-Sale & Sunday) 2023-19 
• Mezcal, LLC (On-Sale & Sunday)    2023-20 
• American Legion Post 67 (On-Sale & Sunday)  2023-21 
• The Palmer House (On-Sale & Sunday)   2023-22 
• Crazy J’s Bar & Grill (On-Sale, Off-Sale & Sunday) 2023-23 
• West Side Liquor (Off-Sale)     2023-24 
• Walmart, Inc. (Off-Sale)     2023-25 
• Sister’s Beer Wine & Spirits (Off-Sale)   2023-26 

 
d. Every year by June 30th, On/Off Sale 3.2 Beer Licenses are up for renewal.  To date, all of 

the applicants have the appropriate paperwork completed and fee paid.  Listed below are 
the On/Off Sale 3.2 Beer Licensees and License Number: 
 
• Isaac’s North Star, Inc. (3.2 Off-Sale)   2023-27 
• Coborn’s (3.2 Off-Sale)     2023-28 
• Trucker’s Inn Truck Stop (3.2 Off-Sale)   2023-29  

 
e. Every year by June 30th, Cigarette Licenses are up for renewal.  To date the following 

applicants have the appropriate paperwork completed and fee paid.  Listed below are the 
Cigarette Licensees and License Number: 
 
• Next Door Bar & Lounge     2023-30 
• West Side Liquor      2023-31 
• Bear Trap       2023-32 
• Mustang Bar III      2023-33 
• Coborn’s       2023-34 
• Sauk Centre Fleet Supply     2023-35 
• Casey’s General Store      2023-36 
• Isaac’s North Star, Inc.     2023-37 
• Walmart, Inc.       2023-38 
• Trucker’s Inn Truck Stop     2023-39 
• Northdale Oil, Inc.      2023-40 
• Sister’s Beer Wine & Spirits     2023-41 
• Holiday Stationstores, Inc.     2023-42 
• Crazy J’s Bar & Grill      2023-43 
• Sauk Centre Tobacco, LLC     2023-44 
• Sauk Centre Tobacco, Inc.     2023-45 

 
f. Request from Jessica Massmann dba Crazy J’s Bar & Grill for Temporary Extension of 

Premise Permit and alley closure for an Outdoor Band on June 10, 2023 from 1 p.m. to 
12:30 a.m.  The alley closure request is for the area behind Crazy J’s and Sauk Centre 
Herald.  

 
g. An Assembly Permit Request from Deb Holt for a Corpus Christi Procession to be held on 

June 11, 2023 at Our Lady of Angels.  About 200 people are expected to attend.  The 
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procession will be from Our Lady of Angels Church down Ash Street to St. Paul’s Church 
and back down Birch Street. 

 
h. Gambling Application for Exempt Permit request from the Sauk Centre Area Chamber of 

Commerce for a raffle for July 9, 2023 at the American Legion Post 67. 
 
i. Request from Scott Kowski, representing the American Legion Post 67, has submitted an 

Application & Permit for a 1-Day Temporary On-Sale Liquor License for the Beer Garden 
during Sinclair Lewis Days in the Sinclair Lewis Park on July 14, 2023.  Fee and Certificate 
of Insurance are being provided. 

 
j. Request from Scott Kowski, representing the American Legion Post 67, has submitted an 

Application & Permit for a 4-Day Temporary On-Sale Liquor License during the Stearns 
County Fair from July 26-29, 2023.   Fee and Certificate of Insurance are being provided.   

 
k. Request from Scott Kowski, representing the American Legion Post 67, has submitted an 

Application & Permit for a 1-Day Temporary On-Sale Liquor License during the Stearns 
County Fair for July 30, 2023.   Fee and Certificate of Insurance are being provided. 

 
l. Request from Scott Kowski, representing the American Legion Post 67, has submitted an 

Application & Permit for a 3-Day Temporary On-Sale Liquor License at the Stearns 
County Fairgrounds for August 25-26, 2023.   Fee and Certificate of Insurance are being 
provided. 

 
m. Request from Scott Kowski representing the American Legion Post 67, for one Temporary 

Extension of Out-Door Liquor Permits for the term of one day on October 7, 2023 for a 5K 
Run & DJ Music in their North Parking lot from Noon – 10:00 p.m.   

 
A motion was made by Council Member Wilber and was seconded by Council Member Leach to 
approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council 
Members Wilber, Leach, Fuechtmann, Kelly and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion 
passed. 
 
11.  INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
According to the adopted Union Pay Scales, the following employees will advance on the specified 
dates. 
 

a. Dean Jungles will advance to Step 8 effective June 13, 2023. 
 

b. Jackson Zenzen will advance to Step 4 on June 8, 2023. 
 

c. Nathan Reynolds will advance to Step 3 on June 15, 2023. 
 
12.  ADJOURNMENT 
A motion was made by Council Member Fuechtmann and was seconded by Council Member Kelly 
to adjourn the meeting.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Fuechtmann, 
Kelly, Leach, Wilber and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 
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With no further business, Mayor Stone adjourned the meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
_________________________________  _________________________________ 
Mayor Warren Stone     City Administrator Vicki Willer 


