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SAUK CENTRE CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 3, 2023 

 
1.  CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Sauk Centre City Council met in a Regular Meeting on Wednesday, May 3, 2023 at 6:30 p.m. 
due notice being given thereof.  Present were Mayor Warren Stone, Council Members Diane Kelly, 
Shalon Wilber and Heidi Leach.  Also present were City Administrator Vicki Willer and City 
Planner Sarah Morton.  Council Member Joe Fuechtmann was absent.  Mayor Stone presided 
thereat.   
 
2.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
A motion was made by Council Member Wilber and was seconded by Council Member Kelly to 
approve the agenda, with changes.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members 
Wilber, Kelly, Leach and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  Absent:  Council Member Fuechtmann.  
The motion passed. 
 
3.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A motion was made by Council Member Leach and was seconded by Council Member Kelly to 
approve the April 19, 2023 Regular Meeting Minutes.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  
Council Members Leach, Kelly, Wilber and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  Absent:  Council 
Member Fuechtmann.  The motion passed. 
 
4.  PUBLIC OPEN FORUM (Comments Limited to 3 Minutes) 
None. 
 
5.  PUBLIC HEARINGS 
None. 
 
6.  REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS 
a. Miranda Wendlandt, CliftonLarsonAllen, presented the City’s 2022 Audited Financial 
 Statements. 
 
 The primary responsibility of Clifton Larson Allen is to provide an opinion on the 
 fairness of the presentation of the financial statements by reviewing internal controls, 
 conduct a risk-based audit, determine scopes and tests of transactions.   
 
 There were no unusual transactions found.  This City did implement GASB 87 which is a 

fairly large standard impacting governments across the state.  The City's direct impact is 
the recognition of 5.8 million in receivable tied to the lease agreement with Centracare. 

  
 There were no disagreements with management and no inconsistencies found.  The Audit 

results reflect an unmodified opinion which is a clean audit which is the highest opinion 
they can give.  Weaknesses are those shared by similar sized cities with a small staff which 
doesn’t allow for additional segregation of duties as well as controls over financial 
reporting.  Seven areas of legal compliance were evaluated with no findings noted. 
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 Wendlandt then reviewed the following: 
 

• Cash and Investment Balance – Total Cash $12,576,645 
• Fund Balance – 3.3 months of expenditures in unassigned Fund Balance in General 

Fund, consistent with 2021 
• Comparative Governmental Revenues – Overall came in at 11.9 million 
• General Fund Revenues and Expenditures – In 2021 and 2022, expenditures 

exceeded revenue due to capital purchases 
• Financial Results 

 
 Financial statements and the required State Auditor Reporting form will be submitted to 

the applicable state agency before the deadline of June 30, 2023. 
 
 See 7a. 
 
b. City Administrator Willer presented the Engineer's Report: 
 
 2023 Author's Addition: 

• All easements are signed. 
• Contractor is on site and has completed tree removal and is working on grading. 
• One deeper pocket of black dirt was found, otherwise the project is going smoothly. 

 
 2022 Project: 

• Punch list repair items will begin within the week. 
• Sidewalk/driveway/curb, etc. and final lift will begin in June. 

 
 Information Center Project: 

• Continue to work with contractor and sub on landscaping issue. 
 
 City Hall Sidewalk: 

• No bids were received. 
 
 Industrial Park Project: 

• Waiting for things to dry and then will inspect. 
• Some sinking and depressions where electric was trenched in.  PUC will work on 

that. 
• Final lift to follow. 

 
c. The Park Board met on Tuesday, May 2, 2023. 

 
This was the first meeting for new member Sam Barhorst. 
 
Items on the Agenda included: 

  
• Public Works Report on Park Related Activities 
• Fountain Update (getting updated pricing) 
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• Recommend Trail Portion only of Reclamation Project – See 7b 
• Researching funding opportunities for Arena Capital Improvements 
• Hickman Park Playground to be installed in June 
• Mural to be Painted for Tree Memorial vs inground markers 
• Received Campground Reservation Report (2808 nights reserved for 2023)  

 
d. The EDA Board met in regular session on Wednesday, May 3, 2023. 
 

• Recommend Small Cities Grant/Loan for 300 Main St. S. 
• Recommended Pricing Structure for Authors Lots to Finance Committee 
• Discussed Nature Energy Project and Ag Community Public Meeting Outcomes 

 
Council Member Fuechtmann arrived. 
 
7.  ACTION ITEMS 
a. See 6a. 
 
 A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member 

Wilber to accept audited financial statements.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  
Council Members Kelly, Wilber, Leach and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  Abstain:  
Council Member Fuechtmann.  The motion passed. 

 
b. Quotes were opened for the 2023 Trail Rehabilitation Project on Wednesday, April 26, 

2023 at 11:00 a.m.   Eight quotes were received as follows: 
 

Firm Total bid for Trail Alternate #1 Total 

Ferguson Asphalt Paving, Inc. 
                         
149,610.00  

                          
111,844.00  

                         
261,454.00  

Mark Sand & Gravel Co. 
                         
382,479.00  

                          
280,640.00  

                         
663,119.00  

Mark Lee Excavating 
                         
138,245.00  

                          
116,950.00  

                         
255,195.00  

MN Paving & Materials 
                         
170,525.00  

                             
78,280.00  

                         
248,805.00  

Knife River 
                         
134,755.00  

                             
81,530.00  

                         
216,285.00  

Joe Riley Construction 
                         
132,255.00  

                             
78,084.60  

                         
210,339.60  

Duininck 
                         
173,974.00  

                             
83,335.00  

                         
257,309.00  

Diversified Paving, Inc. 
                         
126,490.70  

                          
122,617.08  

                         
249,107.78  

 
The Trail bid is for the rehabilitation of the Wobegon Trail Spur and the paving of a trail 
in Brown’s Park and a trail at East River Heights.  The Alternate is the rehabilitation of the 
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skate park/basketball court with concrete in the skate area and pavement in the basketball 
area. 
 
The Park Board, at their May 2, 2023 meeting, recommended Council Approval of moving 
forward with the trail only (Column 1).   
 
If the City awards for the trail only, the low bidder is Diversified Paving, Inc. at 
$126,490.70.  
 
If the City awards the full project the low bidder is Joe Riley Construction at $210,339.60; 
however, the responsible bidder document was not received until after the deadline.   The 
next low bidder for the full project is then Knife River at $216,285.00, who also did not 
submit the required documentation, leaving the next lowest bidder for the total project MN 
Paving & Materials at $248,805.00. 
. 
The budget available is $160,000.00 unless other project funds are added. 
 

 A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member 
Fuechtmann to table action on this item until Public Works Director Clink is available to 
provide further information.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members 
Kelly, Fuechtmann, Leach, Wilber and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 

 
c. Removed from agenda. 
 
d. The City has received a letter of resignation from Full-Time Police Officer Eric Grabmeier, 

effective May 2, 2023. 
 
 A motion was made by Council Member Leach and was seconded by Mayor Stone to 

accept the resignation of Officer Eric Grabmeier, effective May 2, 2023.  A vote being 
recorded as follows:  For:  Council Member Leach, Mayor Stone, Council Members 
Fuechtmann, Kelly and Wilber.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 

 
e. With the resignation of Officer Grabmeier, Chief Friedrichs requested that the department 

be authorized to seek a replacement. 
 
 A motion was made by Council Member Fuechtmann and was seconded by Council 

Member Wilber to authorize advertisement for Full-Time Police Officer.  A vote being 
recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Fuechtmann, Wilber, Leach, Kelly and Mayor 
Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 

 
f. Following the previous appointment of Bruce Berg as the Campground Manager for 2023, 

a change in Berg's plans have prompted him to decline the appointment. 
 
 On April 27, 2023 Fred Theis was interviewed for the position and it was recommended 

that he be appointed as Campground Manager. 
 
 A motion was made by Council Member Leach and was seconded by Council Member 

Fuechtmann to appoint Fred and Nancy Theis as Campground Manager for 2023.  A vote 
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being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Leach, Fuechtmann, Kelly, Wilber and 
Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 

 
g. Due to evolving FAA Airport Regulations, the City updated its Twenty-Year Capital 

Improvement Plan for the Airport to include acquisition of land with the RPZ (Runway 
Protection Zone).  Previously, an easement over the land was sufficient. 
 

With the land across County 186 from the end of the turf runway lying almost entirely 
within the RPZ and Airport Safety Zone A, it was identified as a property eligible for 90% 
funding by the FAA if acquired. 
 
The City/Airport Board has been working to secure a Purchase Agreement for the property 
and are now ready to put the Agreement in writing.  The purchase price for the property is 
$360,000.00.  There will also likely be relocation assistance funding that is also grant 
eligible that will be included in this purchase. 
 
If the Council authorizes execution of the Purchase Agreement, the final Grant Application 
will be submitted for funding. 

 
 A motion was made by Council Member Wilber and was seconded by Council Member 

Leach to approve Resolution No. 2023-34, Resolution Authorizing Execution of 
Documents.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Wilber, Leach, 
Kelly, Fuechtmann and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 

 
8.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
a. Now that the Nature Energy Public Meeting for the purpose of presenting its proposal to 

the City and ag community is complete, the Council will need to begin discussion regarding 
next steps.  Nature Energy would appreciate the Council's feedback.  Next steps could 
potentially include public information meeting for the general public, potential workshop 
session with the Council and Nature Energy, potential annexation proceedings or CUP 
(depending on land purchase).   

 
 By general consent, the Council gave approval to proceed with next steps in the process 

requested by Nature Energy. 
 
9.  NEW BUSINESS 
None. 
 
10.  CONSENT AGENDA 
The Council considered the following Consent Agenda Items: 
 
a. Schedule of Claims -  Unpaid Claims $60,220.66 
    Paid Claims $159,689.00 
   Total $219,909.66 
  
b. Resolution No. 2022-33, Resolution Accepting Contributions.  The contributions are as 

follows: 
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 Men's Card Playing Group  $140.85  Senior Center  
 
A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member Leach to 
approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council 
Members Kelly, Leach, Fuechtmann, Wilber and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion 
passed. 
 
The Council thanked the Men's Card Playing Group for their donation. 
 
11.  INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
a. Middle Sauk Water Festival – May 11, 2023 – Sinclair Lewis Park/Civic Arena. 
 
b. VonWahlde Longevity Increase – Effective May 15, 2023 – 15 years of service. 
 
d. Residential Rental Program – Letters were sent out and applications are being received. 
 
e. 2023 ambulance was received May 3, 2023. 
 
 
12.  ADJOURNMENT 
A motion was made by Council Member Leach and was seconded by Council Member 
Fuechtmann to adjourn the meeting.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members 
Leach, Fuechtmann, Wilber, Kelly and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 
 
With no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Stone adjourned the meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
_________________________________  _________________________________ 
Mayor Warren Stone     City Administrator Vicki Willer 


