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SAUK CENTRE CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 7, 2023 

 
1.  CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Sauk Centre City Council met in a Regular Meeting on Wednesday, June 7, 2023 at 6:30 p.m. 
due notice being given thereof.  Present were Mayor Warren Stone, Council Members Diane Kelly, 
Joe Fuechtmann, Shalon Wilber and Heidi Leach.  Also present were City Administrator Vicki 
Willer, Public Works Director Ben Clink, City Engineer Keith Yapp and City Planner Sarah 
Morton.  Mayor Stone presided thereat.   
 
2.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
A motion was made by Council Member Wilber and was seconded by Council Member Leach to 
approve the agenda with the addition of 7f.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council 
Members Wilber, Leach, Kelly, Fuechtmann and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion 
passed. 
 
3.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member Fuechtmann 
to approve the May 17, 2023 Regular Meeting Minutes as presented.  A vote being recorded as 
follows:  For:  Council Members Kelly, Fuechtmann, Leach, Wilber and Mayor Stone.  Against:  
None.  The motion passed. 
 
4.  PUBLIC OPEN FORUM (Comments Limited to 3 Minutes) 
Nathan Smith, 721 8th Street South, Sauk Centre.  Mr. Smith stated that his intent is to open a 
100% veteran owned recreational cannabis dispensary.  Mr. Smith is a member of the American 
Legion, he is the county council commander for west Stearns County, and sixth district 
membership director for the American Legion.  Mr. Smith is aware that there may be distance 
requirements of his establishment from schools, daycares, and parks.  It is his hope that a new 
daycare would not be allowed to establish a daycare within the required distance to shut his 
business down.  He feels that it may be beneficial for the City of Sauk Centre to hold a public 
meeting to receive input from the citizens.  Under current legislation he qualifies for a social equity 
license due to being a service connected disable veteran.  Smith questions if the City of Sauk 
Centre will also be offering any incentives for the social equity program.   
 
5.  PUBLIC HEARINGS 
None. 
 
6.  REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS 
a. City Engineer Yapp updated the Council on the following projects: 
 
 Arrowsmith  

• Project finished – Pay Request to come at the June 21, 2023 meeting. 
 
 South Industrial Park 

• Punch list items; curb, settlement, reseeding. 
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• Lift station to be started June 8, 2023. 
• There is some leakage in the system.  Once pumped down it will be evaluated. 

 
 Second Street Project 

• Punch list items. 
• There has been an issue relating to driveway aprons; retesting, possible 

replacement. 
• Paving coming up late June. 

 
 Author's Addition: 

• Will be starting dewatering for sanitary sewer week of June 12. 
• Pipe work to begin the week of June 19. 

 
b. The Park Board met on June 6 and discussed the following: 
 

• Discussion on Sinclair Lewis Park fountain – working on final costs. 
• Recommending appointment of Campground Manager – See 7b. 
• Memorial Tree Project – Create a mural with leaves.  More information to follow 

at a future meeting. 
• Received request from seasonal campers to have the City provide internet at no cost 

– staff is conducting research. 
• Request from seasonal campers to allow early check-in/arrivals prior to May 1 – 

Park Board denied. 
 
c. The June 7, 2023 EDA meeting was cancelled. 
 
7.  ACTION ITEMS 
a. Through prior City Council action, an Ordinance requiring a license to sell THC 

cannabinoid products was adopted.  Once adopted, the Ordinance was sent to all 
persons/companies know to sell the product, with an application to apply for the license. 

 
 An application has been submitted by Winters Family Chiropractic, PA.  Winters Family 

Chiropractic, PA also paid the fee. 
 
 A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member 

Leach to approve the request from Winters Family Chiropractic, PA.  A vote being 
recorded as follows:  for:  Council Members Kelly, Leach, Fuechtmann, Wilber and Mayor 
Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 

 
b. At the May 4 Council Meeting Fred Theis was appointed as Campground Manager for the 

2023 season.  On May 10 Theis decided that it wasn't for him, leaving the position vacant. 
 
 Between the backup managers and city staff, the campground continued to operate 

smoothly. 
 
 City Administrator Willer reached out to several campers who posted resumes on 

workamper.com in search for a manager.  We now have a manager couple who are 
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interested.  This couple has 8 years' experience and were able to come to Sauk Centre for 
an interview. 

 
 A motion was made by Council Member Fuechtmann and was seconded by Council 

Member Wilber to appoint Ted and Andrea Hand as 2023 Campground Managers.  A vote 
being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Fuechtmann, Wilber, Leach, Kelly and 
Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 

 
c. At the last moment, the State Legislature moved the effective date of the newly declared 

holiday on June 18, to be effective June 19, 2023.  It was originally anticipated that it would 
be effective August 1, 2023 and therefore would begin in 2024. 

 
 Because the effective date is almost immediately, the Union reached out to present an MOU 

(Memorandum of Understanding) that the City would be offering this as a paid holiday. 
 
 The MOU is for 2023 only.  Because a new contract is to be negotiated for 2024, it would 

be an item for an amendment at that time for future years. 
 
 A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member 

Fuechtmann to deny the MOU acknowledging June 19, 2023 as a paid holiday.  A vote 
being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Kelly, Fuechtmann, Leach and Mayor 
Stone.  Against:  Council Member Wilber.  The motion passed. 

 
 City Hall will be closed on June 19, 2023; however, staff will need to take PTO. 
 
d. The City currently has an Agreement with the State of Minnesota whereby the State 

collects sales tax on behalf of the City and then remits the funds to the City on a scheduled 
basis.   

 
 The State is recommending a new contract where the funds be remitted one time per month 

vs. the prior twice per month, and also a flat rate for collection will become a flat percentage 
(1.35%). 

 
 A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member 

Leach to approve the Sales Tax Collection Agreement with the MN Department of 
Revenue.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Kelly, Leach, 
Fuechtmann, Wilber and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 

 
e. The State of Minnesota Department of Aeronautics Airport Maintenance and Operation 

Grant Contract has been presented by MNDOT Aeronautics for approval. 
 
 The Grant Contract is for fiscal year 2024 (July 1, 2023-June 30, 2024) and for fiscal year 

2025 (July 1, 2024-June 30, 2025). 
 
 The purpose of this grant is to assist municipally owned airports with ongoing maintenance 

costs.  The City can apply for reimbursement of up to 75% of certain costs, including 
utilities, janitorial, labor costs for mowing/plowing, etc. 
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 The total State obligation over the 2 year period is $47,966.00, or $23,983.00 per year. 
 
 The City submits expenses for reimbursement on a quarterly basis (eight requests in the 2 

year period). 
 
 A motion was made by Council Member Wilber and was seconded by Council Member 

Kelly to approve Resolution No. 2023-35, Resolution Authorizing to Execute MN 
Department of Transportation Airport Maintenance and Operations Grant.  A vote being 
recording as follows:  For:  Council Members Wilber, Kelly, Leach, Fuechtmann and 
Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 

 
f. Public Works Supervisor Ben Clink requested that the City Council approve the 

appointment of Dominic Ritter as a seasonal employee for the Public Works Department. 
 
 A motion was made by Council Member Fuechtmann and was seconded by Council 

Member Leach to approve the appointment of Dominic Ritter as a seasonal employee with 
the Public Works Department.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members 
Fuechtmann, Leach, Wilber, Kelly and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 

 
8.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
a. At the May 17, 2023 meeting, the Council denied the proposal to complete a rehabilitation 

and construction of trails within the city at a cost of $124,000.00.  The Council asked for 
some alternatives more directed at Streets. 

 
 Staff prepared ideas to include sealcoating, full depth rehab and crack filling and sent those 

to the City Council for comment. 
 
 Those items included: 
 

1. Full Depth Reclamation of Lakeview Drive, Kennicott, Hendryx, Park Lane and 
Drive.  These were the streets removed from the Authors Project. 

2. Full Depth Reclamation of 10th Street from Main to Ash and Fairlane Drive 
3. Full Depth Reclamation of 8th Street from Grove Lake St. to Getty St. 
4. Sealcoating the Hospital Area Roads & Getty St. S.(these were originally a 2023 

project but was pushed back to 2024 due to Nursing Home construction). 
5. Sealcoating Lakeshore/Lakeridge from Main Street to Hwy 71 (last done in  
6. Sealcoating 7th St. S. from Ash to 6th. 
7. Crack Sealing Multiple 

 
If the Council determines to proceed with a full depth reclamation project, they should 
indicate which streets and then immediately call the Public Hearing on Improvement for 
the Assessment Process as these projects are assessed at 35%.   The meeting to be held on 
July 5. 2023. (or at a special meeting if earlier).  Potential Full Depth Reclamations include: 

 
 Lakeview Drive/Sauk Lane   $139,050.00  
 Park Lane     $176,940.00 
 Kennicott/Hendryx    $  68,850.00 
 Fairlane Dr./10th St.    $210,600.00 
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 8th St. S from Getty to Grove Lake  $  76,500.00 
 Lakeshore Dr – Around Golf Course  $237,600.00 
 
 The balance of the budget, once all the numbers are in, could then be applied to crack 
filling. 
 
 A motion was made by Council Member Leach and was seconded by Council Member 

Wilber to proceed with Lakeview Drive/Sauk Lane ($139,050.00), with the remaining 
funds to be focused on crack filling.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council 
Members Leach, Wilber, Fuechtmann, Kelly and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The 
motion passed. 

 
 The Public Hearing date was scheduled for July 5, 2023. 
 
b. Infants Remembered in Silence (IRIS) requested that the City recognize National 

Pregnancy and Infant Loss Remembrance Day on October 15 by issuing a Proclamation. 
 
 A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member 

Fuechtmann to approve a Proclamation recognizing October 15, 2023 as Pregnancy and 
Infant Loss Remembrance Day.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members 
Kelly, Fuechtmann, Leach, Wilber and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 

 
9.  NEW BUSINESS 
Several items of interest that impact cities were enacted with the State Legislature this session: 
 

• Enacted a Paid Family & Medical Leave Law.   Employee/Employer funded 
through a payroll tax deduction.  Two types - 12 weeks each but no more than 20 
weeks in a calendar year. 

• Early Voting now two weeks prior to election day including two Saturdays and 
one Sunday. 

• Adult Use Cannabis – Effective August 1, 2023 for possession, growing and 
expungement of marijuana convictions – Expected 18-month delay in licensing 
for retail sales.  Cities can limit number of dispensaries, locations permitted and 
fees.  Municipal dispensaries allowed. 

• LGA Formula was amended. 
• New one-time Public Safety Aid per capita. – For Police/Fire/Ambulance/Sirens 

etc.  No armored vehicles, tear gas or police stations.  Expected payment 
December 2023. 

• Multiple tax law changes – property tax, renters’ credit, market value exclusions, 
TIF laws, truth in taxation. 

• Funding Appropriated for Greater MN Infrastructure projects for housing. 
• Funding Appropriated for SRTS – Infrastructure 
• Cities must allow micro-units on religious property.  
• Small Cities Assistance Account for Roads established 
• Funding Public Safety Reimbursement for Medical Insurance provided to 

Disabled Officers. 
• New State Funding for trees. (Similar to prior Dutch Elm initiative) 
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• Juneteenth is a Legal Holiday 
• Open Meeting Law Changes 

 
10.  CONSENT AGENDA 
The Council considered the following Consent Agenda Items: 
 
a. Schedule of Claims -  Unpaid Claims $132,837.09    
     Paid Claims  $0.00  

   Total  $132,837.09 
 

b. Resolution No. 2023-36 Resolution Accepting Contributions.   
 
 Men’s Card Playing Group $119.10 Senior Center 

Sauk Centre Lions Club $750.00 Outdoor Skating Rink 
Kyle & Brittany Hellermann (6 Cuddle Bear & Book) $72.00 Value Ambulance Dept. 

 
c. Temporary Extension of Premise Permit and road closure for a Sinclair Lewis Days Street 

Dance on July 15, 2023.  The road closure request is a two block area from Main Street 
(Stoplights) to Elm Street from 6 a.m. – 3 p.m. and closed one block from Main to Oak 
Street from & 6 a.m. – 3 a.m.  Eric Hellermann plans to close the road at 6:00 A.M. for the 
car show and street dance and re-open at 3:00 A.M. following clean-up.  The fenced area 
will be from the Palmer House across to Geyerman’s and at the intersection of Elm Street.  
Also, partial closure of Oak Street from Sinclair Lewis Avenue up to the alley on both sides 
of the street till 4 p.m. for the car show. 

 
  The Car Show/Street Dance/Road Closure Permit will be sent to Jodi Teich at the County 

after Council approval.   
 
d. Request from Eric Hellermann dba Next Door Bar & Lounge VIII, LLC for Temporary 

Extension of Premise Permits for a 14th Anniversary Party with music on July 29, 2023 in 
the back parking lots (Next Door’s & Food Shelf’s) from 6:00 p.m. – 3 a.m. 

 
A motion was made by Council Member Leach and was seconded by Council Member Kelly to 
approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council 
Members Leach, Kelly, Wilber, Fuechtmann and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion 
passed. 
 
The Council thanked the Men's Card Playing Group, Sauk Centre Lions Club, and Kyle and 
Brittany Hellerman for their donations.   
 
11.  INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
None. 
 
12.  ADJOURNMENT 
A motion was made by Council Member Wilber and was seconded by Council Member Kelly to 
adjourn the meeting.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Wilber, Kelly, 
Leach, Fuechtmann and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 
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With no further business, Mayor Stone adjourned the meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
_________________________________  _________________________________ 
Mayor Warren Stone     City Administrator Vicki Willer 


