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SAUK CENTRE CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 5, 2023 

 

1.  CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Sauk Centre City Council met in a Regular Meeting on Wednesday, July 5, 2023 at 6:30 p.m. 

due notice being given thereof.  Present were Acting Mayor Heidi Leach, Council Members Diane 

Kelly, Joe Fuechtmann and Shalon Wilber.  Also present were City Administrator Vicki Willer, 

Public Works Director Ben Clink, City Engineer Keith Yapp and City Planner Sarah Morton.  

Mayor Stone was absent.  Acting Mayor Leach presided thereat.   

 

2.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

A motion was made by Council Member Fuechtmann and was seconded by Council Member Kelly 

to approve the agenda as presented.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members 

Fuechtmann, Kelly, Wilber and Acting Mayor Leach.  Against:  None.  Absent:  Mayor Stone.  

The motion passed. 

 

3.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion was made by Council Member Wilber and was seconded by Council Member Kelly to 

approve the June 21, 2023 Regular Meeting Minutes as presented.  A vote being recorded as 

follows:  For:  Council Members Wilber, Kelly, Fuechtmann and Acting Mayor Leach.  Against:  

None.  Absent:  Mayor Stone.  The motion passed. 

 

4.  PUBLIC OPEN FORUM (Comments Limited to 3 Minutes) 

None. 

 

5.  PUBLIC HEARING – LAKEVIEW DRIVE/SAUK LANE 

a. Acting Mayor Leach opened the public hearing and read the Public Hearing Procedure. 

 

Notices were sent to all the abutting property owners of Lakeview Drive and Sauk Lane 

informing them of the public hearing.  There were 17 individual property owners, plus the 

City which has 75' frontage of Hickman Park. 

 

The notices were sent based upon the preliminary estimate of cost of $153,890.00.   This 

amount was spread upon the abutting property according to the front footage at thirty-five 

percent (35%), including the City’s park parcel which is according to the Special 

Assessment Policy. 

 

The project consists of the removal of existing bituminous, the repair of some curb areas, 

and then the placement of a base course and wear course of pavement.  This is similar to 

the recent Hickman Drive project.  

 

If approved, the project will begin August/September, 2023. 

 

Acting Mayor Leach called for persons to speak in favor or opposition. 
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Rod Grove – 12119 Lakeview Drive, Sauk Centre.  Mr. Grove asked the following 

questions: 

• How are corner lots assessed?  City Administrator Willer stated that for corner 

lots on Hickman and Lakeview, the Lakeview residents did not get assessed for 

the Hickman project.  However, they would be assessed for the Lakeview project. 

• Who decides if a project needs to commence, the property owners or the Council?  

Mr. Grove was informed that the City Council makes the decisions regarding 

future projects. 

• If approved, will the project be to lift the present layer and replace it, or just reseal 

the top?  City Administrator Willer stated that this project calls for a full depth 

reclamation. 

 

 Virginia Lyon – 1319 Lakeview Drive, Sauk Centre.  Ms. Lyon questioned why the 

 project needs to take place as she feels there isn't much damage to the area.  She feels that 

 other areas of town (streets by St. Paul's Church, etc.) are in much worse condition. 

 

Public Works Director Clink states that the areas Ms. Lyon is referring to would be 

complete reconstruct projects, including sewer and water.  He also noted that the Council 

allocated the former trail project funds to this project as it was formerly part of the Hickman 

Drive project. 

 

Acting Mayor Leach called three additional times for persons to speak in favor or 

opposition.  None.  Acting Mayor Leach closed the Public Hearing.  See 7a. 

 

6.  REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS 

a. City Engineer Keith Yapp updated the Council on the following projects: 

 

 South Industrial Park: 

• Scheduled for paving July 6/7, 2023 

 

 Author's Addition: 

• Utilities for sewer and water are in 

• Services for all lots are being installed 

• Project is on track, with completion scheduled for late September 

 

 Second Street Project: 

• Re-concrete paving due to previous failures in areas 

• Paving scheduled as early as the week of July 17, 2023 

 

b. The Park Board was scheduled to meet Wednesday, July 5, 2023; however, there was not 

 a quorum to complete the agenda.  However, those present received a presentation from 

 the local Girl Scout Troop regarding a project for improvements to the Dog Park.  The 

 Troop is working with Public Works Director Clink to coordinate the project. 

 

c. The EDA met on Wednesday, July 5, 2023 and discussed the following: 

 

• Received status update on the following: 
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• Author's Addition project 

• Nature Energy project 

• Inspection for BDPI grant 

• Recommended Council approval of TIF payments for August 2023 – See 7g 

 

7.  ACTION ITEMS 

a. See 5a. 

 

 The Council was presented with Resolution No. 2023-40, Resolution Ordering 

Improvement on Lakeview Drive and Sauk Lane by Full Depth Reclamation.  This 

Resolution does not adopt the assessment. 

 

 If approved, this Resolution authorizes next steps, which are: 

 

• Award bid which was previously authorized 

• Complete construction contracts. 

• Construction – Summer 2023 

• Final Adoption of Assessment – October 2023 

• Certification of Assessment – November 2023 

 

 A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member 

Wilber to adopt Resolution No. 2023-40, Resolution Ordering Improvement on Lakeview 

Drive and Sauk Lane by Full Depth Reclamation.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  

Council Members Kelly, Wilber, Fuechtmann and Acting Mayor Leach.  Against:  None.  

Absent:  Mayor Stone.  The motion passed. 

 

b. Bids were opened for the 2023 Reclamation Project (Lakeview Drive and Sauk Lane) on 

 Wednesday, June 28, 2023 at 11:00 a.m.   Five bids were received as follows: 

 

 Bidder       Amount    

 Mark Lee Excavating     $123,781.00 

 Joe Riley Construction    $137,550.50 

 Knife River      $168,364.00 

 Diversified Paving     $185,320.00 

 Central Specialties     $219,060.00 

 

 The low bidder for the project is Mark Lee Excavating at $123.781.00. 

 

 A motion was made by Council Member Fuechtmann and was seconded by Council 

Member Kelly to approve Resolution No. 2023-41, Resolution Accepting Bid for 2023 

Street Reclamation Project (Mark Lee Excavating).  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  

Council Members Fuechtmann, Kelly, Wilber and Acting Mayor Leach.  Against:  None.  

Absent:  Mayor Stone.  The motion passed. 

 

c. Residents of Minette Ct. have requested that the City Council authorize the purchase and 

 installation of traffic control signs on Minette Drive.  These signs to say “No Outlet” or 

 “Watch for Children” or both.   
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 A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Acting Mayor Leach 

to approve Resolution No. 2023-42, Resolution Designating Parking and Authorizing 

Installation of Traffic Control Sign (No Outlet).  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  

Council Member Kelly, Acting Mayor Leach, Council Members Fuechtmann and Wilber.  

Against:  None.  Absent:  Mayor Stone.  The motion passed. 

 

d. An application and fee has been submitted by Nathan Smith (owner) for Freedom Greens, 

LLC to sell cigarettes at 312 Main St. N., Sauk Centre. 

 

 A motion was made by Council Member Fuechtmann and was seconded by Council 

Member Kelly to approve the request for a Cigarette License to Freedom Greens, LLC.  A 

vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Fuechtmann, Kelly, Wilber and 

Acting Mayor Leach.  Against:  None.  Absent:  Mayor Stone.  The motion passed. 

 

e. An application and fee has been submitted by Freedom Greens, LLC for a license to sell 

cannabinoid products, according to City Code.  This is for low dosage THC edibles and 

infused drinks.   

 

 Freedom Greens, LLC is proposing to open a retail store at 312 Main Street South. 

 

 A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member 

Fuechtmann to approve the request for a Cannabinoid License to Freedom Greens, LLC, 

contingent upon successful background check.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  

Council Members Kelly, Fuechtmann, Wilber and Acting Mayor Leach.  Against:  None.  

Absent:  Mayor Stone.  The motion passed. 

 

f. Sauk Centre Fire Relief has presented for approval an Amendment to Bylaws to increase 

the annual benefit increase.  The annual benefit is an amount that is paid out to retiring 

fireman times their years of service. 
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The request is for an increase of $100.00 to $2,900.00. 

 

Based on the financial projections, the association will have total assets of $1,113,283 and 

pension liabilities of $1,098,916 for a surplus of $14,367. The pension will be funded at 

101.3%. 

 

The financial projections uses an assumption of 5% return on investment for the 2023 

calendar year. 

 

 A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member 

Wilber to ratify bylaw amendment, increasing annual pension benefit to $2,900.00 for 

2024.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Kelly, Wilber and Acting 

Mayor Leach.  Against:  None.  Abstain:  Council Member Fuechtmann.  Absent:  Mayor 

Stone.  The motion passed. 

 

g. Three Pay As You Go (PAYGO) payments are becoming due for Tax Increment Economic 

 Development Projects as follows: 

 

 TIF 1-12  Felling Trailers   Payment 7 of 18           $26,244.19 

 TIF 1-13 FJERA   Payment 1 of 18  $4,601.49 

 TIF 1-14 Savory Smokehouse Payment 1 of 18  $2,718.08 

 

 The EDA is recommending approval of the above payments. 

 

 A motion was made by Council Member Fuechtmann and was seconded by Council 

Member Kelly to approve the Tax Increment payments for August 1, 2023.  A vote being 

recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Fuechtmann, Kelly, Wilber and Acting Mayor 

Leach.  Against:  None.  Absent:  Mayor Stone. 

 

8.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

None. 

 

9.  NEW BUSINESS 

None. 

 

10.  CONSENT AGENDA 

The Council considered the following Consent Agenda Items: 

 

a. Schedule of Claims -  Unpaid Claims $606,448.54 

b. Paid Claims   $170.85 

   Total $606,619.39 

 

c. Resolution No. 2023-43 Resolution Accepting Contributions.   

 

  Men’s Card Playing Group $130.38 Senior Center 

  Lois Egeland $200.00 SeniorCenter 

Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW)  (Dare) $500.00 Police Dept. 
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d.   Request from Kelley Freese dba The Palmer House for Temporary Extension of Premise 

Permits in support of “The Ranch” grand opening at the Eagle’s Healing Nest with music on 

July 7, 2023 in the back parking lots of the Palmer House, Tony Felling and 510 Art Lab in 

the afternoon till midnight.  A small portion of the sidewalk will be roped off from the steps 

on the East side to the parking lot.  The sidewalk will only be roped off the width of the steps.   

 

        Also, the Eagle’s Healing Nest is requesting to close the alley from Hwy. 71 going West to 

the Unger Furniture Building for food vendors.        

 

e. Gambling Application for Exempt Permit request from the Punkins and Monkeys Nursery 

School for a raffle for October 29, 2023 at the Holy Family School. 

 

A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Acting Mayor Leach to 

approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council 

Member Kelly, Acting Mayor Leach, Council Members Wilber and Fuechtmann.  Against:  None.  

Absent:  Mayor Stone.  The motion passed. 

 

11.  INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 

a. Charter Spectrum Channel Lineup changes. 

 

b. Citywide Scrap Metal Day, August 2, 2023, Civic Arena, 10:00 – 2:00 

 

c. Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day, August 2, 2023, Civic Arena, 10:00 – 2:00 

 

12.  ADJOURNMENT 

A motion was made by Council Member Wilber and was seconded by Council Member 

Fuechtmann to adjourn the meeting.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members 

Wilber, Fuechtmann, Kelly and Acting Mayor Leach.  Against:  None.  Absent:  Mayor Stone.  

The motion passed. 

 

With no further business, Mayor Stone adjourned the meeting. 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

 

_________________________________  _________________________________ 

Mayor Warren Stone     City Administrator Vicki Willer 


