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SAUK CENTRE CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 19, 2023 

 
1.  CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Sauk Centre City Council met in a Regular Meeting on Wednesday, July 19, 2023 at 6:30 p.m. 
due notice being given thereof.  Present were Mayor Warren Stone and Council Members Diane 
Kelly and Joe Fuechtmann.  Also present were City Administrator Vicki Willer, Public Works 
Director Ben Clink, City Engineer Keith Yapp, Police Chief Bryon Friedrichs and City Planner 
Sarah Morton.  Council Members Leach and Wilber were absent.  Mayor Stone presided thereat.   
 
2.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
A motion was made by Council Member Fuechtmann and was seconded by Council Member Kelly 
to approve the agenda with the addition of 9c.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council 
Members Fuechtmann, Kelly and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  Absent:  Council Members 
Wilber and Leach.  The motion passed. 
 
3.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A motion was made by Council Member Fuechtmann and was seconded by Council Member Kelly 
to approve the July 5, 2023 Regular Meeting Minutes, with changes.  A vote being recorded as 
follows:  For: Council Members Fuechtmann, Kelly and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  Absent:  
Council Members Leach and Wilber.  The motion passed. 
 
4.  PUBLIC OPEN FORUM (Comments Limited to 3 Minutes) 
None. 
 
5.  PUBLIC HEARING 
None. 
 
6.  REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS 
a. Police Chief Friedrichs presented the June 2023 Police Report stating that there were a 

total of 1,068 ICRs.  Chief Friedrichs stated that Sinclair Lewis days went well. 
 
b. Public Works Director Clink updated the Council on the department's monthly activities: 
 

• Repaired fishing pier with assistance from DNR. 
• Preparation for Sinclair Lewis Days included street sweeping, park cleanup, 

placement of all necessary barricades. 
• Splash pad has been running well with no major issues. 
• Playground and sand have been installed in Hickman Park with gravel trail to the 

road.  May look into paving trail in the future. 
• Tree trimming occurred throughout all parks. 
• Two storms sewers received repaired where a split occurred on a seam 

underground, causing a sinkhole. 
• Cleaned storm sewer outlet on Hickman which had an excessive amount of buildup. 
• Installed new street signs on Hickman drive and new Industrial Park. 
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• Concrete driveway poured and grass seeded at airport. 
• Sidewalk repairs to begin in early August. 
• Replaced radiators in two plow trucks. 

 
c. The Planning Commission met on July 11, 2023 and discussed the following: 
 

• Public Hearing – Variance – see 7a. 
• Reviewed June 2023 Building Permit Report .  In June there were 19 building 

permits issued with a total construction value of $1.6 million. 
• August 2023 August clean-up day – August 2, 2023 – 10:00-2:00 at the Civic 

Arena. 
• Stearns County Hazardous Waste – August 2, 2023 – 10:00-2:00 at the Civic Arena. 

 
d. City Engineer Keith Yapp updated the Council on the following projects: 
 
 South Industrial Park 

• Project nearing completion.  A few small projects yet to be completed. 
 
 Second Street 

• Waiting for better growing conditions to re-seed. 
• One sidewalk/steps were missed, so that project will be completed. 
• Paving has yet to be completed. 

 
 Author's Addition 

• Pipe is in ground. 
• Currently working on subgrade. 
• Curb, gravel to go in within two weeks. 
• Paving scheduled for end of August, early September. 

 
 Engineer Yapp asked the Council to consider the intersection at Hickman/Halfaday.  By 

general consent, the Council asked that Yapp prepare plans/costs for this project and report 
back to the Council. 

 
e. The Airport Commission met on July 12, 2023 and discussed the following: 
 

• Waiting on Fuelmaster software to finalize fueling system grant. 
• Reviewed potential 2024 project with FAA funding – possibility of box hangar. 
• Discussed repainting compass rose. 
• Reviewed land acquisition project – seller did not sign Purchase Agreement offer. 
• Confirmed that a stack of 197' tall for potential Biogas facility will not impact the 

airport zone. 
• Looking for member to fill board vacancy. 

 
7.  ACTION ITEMS 
a. The Planning Commission, acting as the Board of Adjustment, conducted a Public Hearing 

on Tuesday, July 11, 2023 to consider a request for a variance on property located at 612 



3 
 

8th Street South legally described as Part of Block 19, Robbins and Mendenhall’s and 
owned by Scott C. and Terryl R. Pearson.  

 
The request is for a variance from the Road Right of Setback requirement of 30 feet.  The 
request is for a setback of 21.4 feet to allow for the construction of a garage addition. 
 
The Planning Commission recommended that the request be approved. 

 

 
 
 A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member 

Fuechtmann to approve Resolution No. 2023-44, Resolution Approving Request for a 
Variance for Scott C. and Terryl R. Pearson.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  
Council Members Kelly, Fuechtmann and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  Absent:  Council 
Members Wilber and Leach.  The motion passed. 

 
b. When the City reconstructed the dam over the Sauk River on T.H. 71 in 1992, an Easement 

and Agreement was obtained from the owner of the Old Mill Apts, the adjacent four-plex 
and the adjacent garage.  This Agreement was to allow the contractor access to the back of 
the property for construction purposes and also use of a portion of the property directly 
behind the Old Mill for the dam itself. 
 
Following completion of the construction the City was to release the property from the 
encumbrance with the exception that the Easement was to be confined to the area actually 
needed for ongoing use and maintenance.  That action appears not to have occurred.  With 
the current prospect of the sale of the four-plex, release is requested to provide clear title.   
The Council was presented with a document which releases all property, with the exception 
of the lot the Old Mill itself is located which is the 124’ closest to Main Street.  The parcel 
will remain encumbered until a future date when a survey can be completed to determine 
the exact location of the dam and the land needed to remain encumbered. 
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A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member 
Fuechtmann to authorize execution of Release of Easement and Agreement.  A vote being 
recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Kelly, Fuechtmann and Mayor Stone.  Against:  
None.  Absent:  Council Members Wilber and Leach.  The motion passed. 
 

c. Pay Request #3 has been submitted for payment to Kuechle Underground, Inc. for the 
 2023 Authors Addition Project. 
 
 Contract Amount $1,334,774.58 
 
 Value Completed to Date $644,048.86 
 
 Amount Earned $644,048.86 
  
 Less Retainage 5% $32,202.44 
 
 Subtotal $611,846.42 
 
 Less Previously Paid $374,161.65 
 
 Amount Due this Request $237,684.77 
 
 A motion was made by Council Member Fuechtmann and was seconded by Council 

Member Kelly to approve Pay Request #3 to Kuechle Underground, Inc. for $237,684.77.  
A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Fuechtmann, Kelly and Mayor 
Stone.  Against:  None.  Absent:  Council Members Leach and Wilber.  The motion passed. 

 
8.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
a. There has been quite a bit of interest in lot sales for Authors Addition.  Staff is working 

with six different parties on potential purchases of lots.  Also, a request has been received 
to continue the road and develop for twin homes.   

 
9.  NEW BUSINESS 
a. Staff has received the official request that Teamsters Local 320 is opening union 
 negotiations for the 2024-2025-2026 contract years for the Public Works Union.  Staff has 
 asked them to send their proposal. 
 
b. Department heads will be receiving proposed budgets by the end of the week.  Budget 
 workshop meeting tentatively scheduled for the end of August. 
 
c. As more golf cart and ATVs are on city streets, sidewalks, parks, Mayor Stone feels that 

the policy needs to be reviewed for potential amendment.  By general consent, the Policy 
Committee will review and make recommendation at a future meeting. 
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10.  CONSENT AGENDA 
The Council to consider the following Consent Agenda Items: 
 
a. Schedule of Claims -   Unpaid Claims $621,262.11    

    Paid Claims  $0.00 
   Total   $621,262.11 
  
b. June Checks Paid Claims/Payroll   $626,603.89    
  
c. Request from Missy Terres dba Mustang Bar III, Inc. for Temporary Extension of Premise 

Permits for anniversary & band on September 9, 2023 in the back parking lots (Mead’s 
Building & Old Main Street Drug Building) from 9:00 p.m. – 12:30 a.m. 

 
A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member Fuechtmann 
to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council 
Members Kelly, Fuechtmann and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  Absent:  Council Members Leach 
and Wilber.  The motion passed. 
 
11.  INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
a. Population Update – April 1, 2022 – 4,660. 

 
b. Household Hazardous Waste Pickup Day – August 2, 2023 – Sauk Centre Civic Arena. 
 
c. Citywide Scrap Metal Recycling Day – August 2, 2023 – Sauk Centre Civic Arena. 
 
d. Spectrum Channel Lineup Changes. 
 
12.  ADJOURNMENT 
A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member Fuechtmann 
to adjourn the meeting.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Kelly, 
Fuechtmann and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  Absent:  Council Members Leach and Wilber.  
The motion passed. 
 
With no further business, Mayor Stone adjourned the meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
_________________________________  _________________________________ 
Mayor Warren Stone     City Administrator Vicki Willer 


