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SAUK CENTRE CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 20, 2016 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Sauk Centre City Council met in a Regular Meeting on Wednesday, July 20, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. 
in the City Hall Council Chambers pursuant to due notice being given thereof.  Present were 
Council Members Dave Thomas, Diane Kelly, Heidi Leach, Keith Johnson and Mayor Warren 
Stone.  Also present were City Administrator Vicki Willer, Administrative Assistant Nicki Vogt, 
Public Works Director Matt Zinniel and City Engineer Keith Yapp.  Mayor Stone presided thereat.   
 
2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
A motion was made by Council Member Thomas and was seconded by Council Member Kelly to 
approve the agenda, with changes.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members 
Thomas, Kelly, Leach, Johnson and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 
 
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A motion was made by Council Member Leach and was seconded by Council Member Thomas to 
approve the July 6, 2016 Regular Meeting Minutes.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  
Council Members Leach, Thomas, Johnson, Kelly and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion 
passed. 
 
4. PUBLIC OPEN FORUM (Comments Limited to 3 Minutes) 
None. 
 
5.  PUBLIC HEARINGS  
None. 
 
6.  REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS 
a. Police Sergeant Jensen presented the June 2016 report stating that there were 518 ICRs and 

272 Verbal Warnings for a monthly total of 790. 
 
 Sergeant Jensen then presented the January – June Canine Report: 
 

• 64 deployments 
• 12 stops with no fines 
• 901 grams of meth amphetamine 
• 22,679 ounces of marijuana 
• 274 pieces of drug paraphernalia 
• 2.6 grams of heroin 
• 23 grams of hash oil 
• 110 prescription pills 
• 8 guns 

 
The total value of drugs taken off the street is $335,742. 
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b. The Planning Commission met on Tuesday, July 12, 2016 and reviewed the following: 
 

• Building Permit Report 
• Year-To-Date building permit value 
• Recommended Council approval of the RFP for the Comprehensive Plan Update – 

See 7c 
• Due to the Primary Elections, the August meeting has been re-scheduled for August 

16, 2016 
 
c. The Airport Commission met on Wednesday, July 13th and discussed the following: 
 

• Reviewed and discussed the awarded bid for the Airport Improvement Project 
• Discussed alternatives for use while the airport is closed for construction 
• Discussed timing of the project pending written approval of the grant 
• Reviewed preliminary development of Non-Aviation Use of Hangars rental policy 

 
7.  ACTION ITEMS 
a. The City of Sauk Centre previously entered into a contract with Dunham Express (8310 

Properties) to abate the City share of property taxes for a number of years as an incentive 
to locate in Sauk Centre.  The payment is made to Dunham on a semi-annual basis.  The 
amount due is $2,271.73.    

 
1. 8310 Properties (Dunham)  $2,271.73 

 
Dunham is eligible to receive either fifteen years of payments or $75,000.00, whichever 
comes first.  Total paid to date including this payment is $27,693.29. (5 ½ years). 

 
 A motion was made by Council Member Johnson and was seconded by Council Member 

Kelly to approve the abatement payment to Dunham Express for $2,271.73.  A vote being 
recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Johnson, Kelly, Thomas, Leach and Mayor 
Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 

 
b. At the last Council meeting, the Finance Committee was directed to review and recommend 

whether the implementation of a Local Option Sales Tax would be a viable option for 
payment of the costs for the Trunk Highway 71 reconstruction scheduled for 2014 by 
MnDot. 

 
The City would be liable for cost share as a percentage of the road and also for City 
infrastructure which is approximately one hundred years old.   

 
The estimated City Share to be provided by the City Engineer. 

 
One half of one percent sales tax and a motor vehicle excise tax is estimated to generate 
$255,000 per year to the City.    
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With implementation in July of 2017, the City would have collected 1,785,000 at the time 
construction is to begin in 2024.    The City would apply those funds to the project and also 
issue General Obligation Bonds to fund the balance and use future sales tax to fund the 
debt service.    $250,000 per year would fund a 2.9 million dollar bond for 15 years or a 
3.5 million dollar bond for 20 years (28 years of sales tax).    

 
The Finance Committee recommends that the City authorize the question be added to the 
ballot for a maximum of 25 years which would begin in July of 2017. 

 
 Council Member Leach introduced Resolution No. 2016-55, Authorizing Submission of 

Question on Ballot Seeking Voter Approval of Implementation of a Local Option Sales 
Tax.  The motion was seconded by Council Member Johnson.  A vote being recorded as 
follows:  For:  Council Members Leach, Johnson, Thomas, Kelly and Mayor Stone.  
Against:  None.  The motion passed. 

 
c. At the Planning Commission’s July 12th meeting, they voted to recommend to the City 

Council that they approve and submit an RFP seeking proposals for firms or individuals to 
update the City’s Comprehensive Plans.  The Council was presented with and reviewed the 
draft RFP. 

 
 It was the general consent of the Council to table action on the RFP to further review the 

RFP, including the meeting schedule. 
 
d. An updated Aquatic Vegetation Survey has been received from the Big Sauk Lake 

Association.  The Survey was conducted by RMB Environmental Laboratories.  The survey 
is the tool used to determine how much, if any, acreage is to be sprayed for Curlyleaf 
Pondweed in 2017.  A draft Annual Work Plan and Budget has also been prepared.   

 
The City Council, in conjunction with the BSLA, should determine a budget amount to 
submit to the Sauk River Watershed District for inclusion in the 2017 budget from its 
Aquatic Vegetation Fund. 

 
CLP was found in 21% of the samples taken where 30% was found the prior year.    97.4 
acres of possible treatment area has been identified as shown on Page 7 of report, as 
follows: 

 
North end:  73.1 acres 
NE of narrows: 14.8 acres 
Lower Lake    9.5 acres 

 
In 2016, 23 acres were sprayed for CLP.   The rate per acre for spraying is $312.00. 

 
  ACRES AMOUNT  
 10% 9.74 $3,038.88 
 20% 19.48 $6,077.76 
 30% 29.22 $9,116.64 
 40% 38.96 $12,155.52 
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 50% 48.70 $15,194.40 
 60% 58.44 $18,233.28 
 70% 68.18 $21,272.16 
 80% 77.92 $24,311.04 
 90% 87.66 $27,349.92 
 100% 97.40 $30,388.80 
 
 It was the general consent of the Council to table action on this item until the Council has 

an opportunity to meet with the Big Sauk Lake Association to discuss. 
 
8.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
a. City Engineer Yapp presented the Council with the following update on Oak Street: 
 

• Utilities have been placed 
• Curb is in 
• Gravel is in 
• Sidewalks will be installed in one week 
• Aggregate and blacktop will be installed in two weeks 

 
9.  NEW BUSINESS 
None. 
 
10.  CONSENT AGENDA 
The Council considered the following Consent Agenda Items: 
 
a. Schedule of Claims -   Unpaid Claims  $60,613.70 
     Paid Claims   $1,500.00 
     Total:    $62,113.70 
 
b. Checks    #00159E to #00200E 
     #37414-37494 
     3 Payroll ACH 
 
A motion was made by Council Member Thomas and was seconded by Council Member Leach to 
approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council 
Members Thomas, Leach, Johnson, Kelly and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 
 
11.  INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
a. The City received a notice from the State Demographer showing that Sauk Centre’s 

estimated population is 4,435. 
 
b. Notice of Candidate filing for the City Council.  Affidavits for Candidacy can be filed 

August 2nd through August 16th.  Two four year terms that are currently filled by David 
Thomas and Diane Kelly are expiring. 
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12.  ADJOURNMENT 
A motion was made by Council Member Leach and was seconded by Council Member Thomas to 
adjourn the meeting.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Leach, Thomas, 
Johnson, Kelly and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 
 
With no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Stone adjourned the meeting at 6:50 
p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
_________________________________  _________________________________ 
Mayor Warren Stone     City Administrator Vicki Willer 


