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SAUK CENTRE CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 2, 2023 

 
1.  CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Sauk Centre City Council met in a Regular Meeting on Wednesday, August 2, 2023 at 6:30 
p.m. due notice being given thereof.  Present were Mayor Warren Stone and Council Members 
Diane Kelly, Heidi Leach and Shalon Wilber.  Also present were City Administrator Vicki Willer, 
Public Works Director Ben Clink, City Engineer Keith Yapp, Police Chief Bryon Friedrichs and 
City Planner Sarah Morton.  Council Member Fuechtmann was absent.  Mayor Stone presided 
thereat.   
 
2.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
A motion was made by Council Member Wilber and was seconded by Council Member Leach to 
approve the agenda, with changes.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members 
Wilber, Leach, Kelly and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  Absent:  Council Member Fuechtmann.  
The motion passed. 
 
3.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Mayor Stone to approve the 
July 19, 2023 Regular Meeting Minutes.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Member 
Kelly and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  Abstain:  Council Members Wilber and Leach.  Absent:  
Council Member Fuechtmann.  The motion passed. 
 
4.  PUBLIC OPEN FORUM (Comments Limited to 3 Minutes) 
Chris Olmschenk requested that the Council reconsider the 25 year restriction that was assigned 
to their property.  She feels they have gone above and beyond what was asked of them, to include 
working with master gardeners and arborists to assure that the work was done correctly.  Ms. 
Olmschenk reviewed the work completed, to include planting lilacs on front and east property line, 
planted 20 pine trees on front of property, planted 110 pine trees around the yard, planted 100 
perennials along shoreline with mulch covering all areas, moss was planted on shore to match what 
was originally on the property, catch basin was installed at the top of the hill, planted 30 perennials 
in front yard with small pond for water runoff, paid $6,000.00, completed sod, rip rap and sand  
removal.  Olmschenk stated all of this was completed 30 days prior to the deadline.  Ms. 
Olmschenks requested that in lieu of their cooperation and her feeling of going above and beyond 
what was required, she requested that the Council consider removal of the 25 year restriction, 
and/or reimbursement of fines.  See 7f. 
 
Tim Peterson, 241 Hendryx Street, Sauk Centre.  Mr. Peterson stated that he did not receive any 
correspondence regarding improvements/changes/tree removal to his property.  Staff stated that 
there wasn't a letter sent out.  He then had questions about his personal property, including curb, 
reimbursements, etc. 
 
5.  PUBLIC HEARING 
None. 
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6.  REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS 
a. Ambulance Director Struffert presented the Second Quarter 2023 Report, as 
 follows: 
 

• 222 total calls 
• 164 billed calls with a total billed of $189.427.00. 
• 63 transfers to various hospitals/agencies (59 BLS, 4 ALS) 
• One special detail – Curdfest 
• Accepted application for ALS 

 
b. City Engineer Yapp updated the Council on the following projects: 
 
 South Industrial Park 

• Project is nearing completion 
• Warranty issue on one lift station pump 

 
 2nd Street South Project 

• Paving slated for end of August/early September 
• Restoration to follow paving 

 
 Author's Addition 

• Piping is in 
• Gravel is in 
• Curb and gutter completed 8/2/23 
• See 7a 

 
c. Removed from agenda. 

 
7.  ACTION ITEMS 
a. At the July 19, 2023 Council Meeting, the Council directed City Engineer Yapp to obtain 

a bid to reconfigure the intersection of Hickman Drive/Hendryx and Halfaday. 
 
 The Council was presented with the draft Plan/Design and Bid for a total of $54,928.50. 
 
 A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member 

Wilber to approve Change Order No. 1 (with removal of line items 21 and 22).  A vote 
being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Kelly, Wilber, Leach and Mayor Stone.  
Against:  None.  Absent:  Council Member Fuechtmann.  The motion passed. 

 
b. Through prior action, the Council adopted an Ordinance requiring licensing to sell TCH 

cannabinoid products.  The Ordinance was sent to all persons/companies known to sell the 
product with an application to apply for a license. 

 
 An application  and fee has been submitted by Northdale Oil, Inc. DBA Sister's Beer Wine 

& Spirits at 321 Main Street North.   
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 A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member 
Leach to approve the request for a Cannabinoid License to Northdale Oil, Inc., DBA 
Sister's Beer Wine & Spirits.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members 
Kelly, Leach, Wilber and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  Absent:  Council Member 
Fuechtmann.  The motion passed. 

 
c. Ambulance Director Kathy Struffert recommended the following EMT advancements: 
 
 Mark Roberg  From EMT B3 to EMT B4 (15 years) August 6, 2023 
 Sheryl Braun  Probationary EMT to EMT B1  August 15, 2023 
 
 A motion was made by Council Member Wilber and was seconded by Council Member 

Leach to approve the advancements as presented above.  A vote being recorded as follows:  
For:  Council Members Wilber, Leach, Kelly and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  Absent:  
Council Member Fuechtmann.  The motion passed. 

 
d. The 9th pay application has been received from C&L Excavating for the 2022 Street 
 Project (2nd Street): 
 

1. Original Contract    $6,495,562.69 
 
2. Change Order (reduce size of project) (1,821,101.67) 
 
3. Revised Contract Amount   $4,674,461.02  
 
4. Completed to Date    $3,955,759.68 
 
5. Material on Hand    $0.00 
 
6. Amount Earned    $3,955,759.68 
 
7. Less Retainage 5%    ($197,787.98) 
 
8. Less Previously Paid    ($3,739,471.67) 
 
9. Failed Tests     ($623.00) 
 
10.  Non-Compliance Charges   ($6,000.00) 
 
11. Amount Due     $11,877.03 
 
Mayor Stone asked that City Engineer Yapp review the base bid in comparison to the 
contract quantity as they do not match, ex:  #14. 

 
 A motion was made by Council Member Wilber and was seconded by Council Member 

Kelly to approve Pay Request #9 in the amount of $11,877.03.  A vote being recorded as 
follows:  For:  Council Members Wilber, Kelly, Leach and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  
Absent:  Council Member Fuechtmann.  The motion passed. 
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e. The Park Board previously recommended, after a survey of residents, that the City proceed 
 with replacing the fountain in Sinclair Lewis Park with a replica of the original boy/girl 
 fountain. 
 
 A fiberglass replica was found and costs for shipping were being solicited.  The amounts 
 are as follows: 
 
 Statue   $1,800.00 
 Shipping     $850.00 
 
 Costs for painting at this time are expected to be donated. 
 

 
 
 A motion was made by Council Member Wilber and was seconded by Council Member 

Leach to authorize the purchase of a fiberglass replica statue.  A vote being recorded as 
follows:  For:  Council Members Wilber, Leach, Kelly and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  
Absent:  Council Member Fuechtmann. 

 
f. On February 1, 2023 the City Council passed Resolution 2023-13 Approving a Restoration 

Order for property at 831 Lakeshore Drive owned by Lee and Chris Olmschenk.  One of 
the conditions of the approval was that no building or zoning permits could be obtained for 
25 years for accessory structures to be located between the lake setback of 75 feet and the 
existing home.  Councilor Kelly had a conversation with the Olmschenks regarding the 
removal of the condition which has precipitated this request to amend the prior resolution. 
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 A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member 

Wilber to remove Condition 5 and require a survey showing 75 foot setback when applying 
for an accessory structure on the property.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council 
Members Kelly, Wilber and Leach.  Against:  Mayor Stone.  Absent:  Council Member 
Fuechtmann.  The motion passed. 

 
8.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
a. The residents at 416 N Oak requested that something be done about the lights shining into 

their windows as a result of the new parking lot/driveway construction for the nursing home 
addition at CentraCare.   They feel that this lighting issue should have been addressed at 
the time that the project was approved.   They previously addressed the Council on this 
issue with suggestions of shrubs, a privacy fence or relocation of the drive.   Fences are 
currently not allowed in the front yard.  Shrubbery cannot be placed in the boulevard due 
to sightline issues.  Plantings on the CentraCare side of the road would not solve the issue.  
An option to plant shrubs along the back of the sidewalk on the owner’s side may be the 
better option if the Council wishes to proceed with a resolution. 
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 The Council discussed options of shrubbery, panels, etc. 
 
 By general consent, the Council asked that staff meet with CentraCare to formulate a 

resolution. 
 
9.  NEW BUSINESS 
a. The budget timeline is as follows: 
 
  July 31, 2023  Budget Worksheets to Dept. Heads 
  August 11, 2023 Budget Worksheets to Finance Committee 
  August 21, 2023 Finance Committee Input Due 
  August   Preliminary Budget to City Council 
  August   Budget Workshop 
  Sept. 6 or 20, 2023 Preliminary Budget Adoption by City Council 
 
 Staff will send out a survey via email to all Council Members to finalize a date for the 
 budget  workshop. 
 
10.  CONSENT AGENDA 
The Council to consider the following Consent Agenda Items: 
 
a. Schedule of Claims -  Unpaid Claims $151,030.06 
 Paid Claims   $929.42 
     $118,841.42 

    
b. Resolution No. 2023-46 Resolution Accepting Contributions.   

 
   Men’s Card Playing Group $134.01 Senior Center 
   Tom & Ann Ranzau $100.00 Police Dept. 
  

A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member 
Leach to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  A vote being recorded as follows:  
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For:  Council Members Kelly, Leach, Wilber and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  Absent:  
Council Member Fuechtmann.  The motion passed. 
 
The Council thanked the Men's Card Playing Group and Tom and Ann Ranzau for their 
donations. 

 
11.  INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
a. Tree Memorial Project – A mural is being painted on the side of the Sinclair Lewis Park 

Bathroom for the tree memorial.  The tree will have leaves painted on it in addition to areas 
where memorial leaves can be placed.  This is in lieu of in ground memorials at the bases 
of the trees that are planted. 

 
b. Dog Park Improvements by Girl Scouts. 
 
12.  ADJOURNMENT 
A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member Wilber to 
adjourn the meeting.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Kelly, Wilber, 
Leach and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  Absent:  Council Member Fuechtmann.  The motion 
passed. 
 
With no further business, Mayor Stone adjourned the meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
_________________________________  _________________________________ 
Mayor Warren Stone     City Administrator Vicki Willer 


