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SAUK CENTRE CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 16, 2023 

 
1.  CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Sauk Centre City Council met in a Regular Meeting on Wednesday, August 16, 2023 at 6:30 
p.m. due notice being given thereof.  Present were Mayor Warren Stone and Council Members 
Diane Kelly and Heidi Leach.  Also present were City Administrator Vicki Willer, Public Works 
Director Ben Clink, City Engineer Keith Yapp, Police Chief Bryon Friedrichs and City Planner 
Sarah Morton.  Council Members Fuechtmann and Wilber were absent.  Mayor Stone presided 
thereat.   
 
2.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
A motion was made by Council Member Leach and was seconded by Council Member Kelly to 
approve the agenda, with changes.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members 
Leach and Kelly and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  Absent:  Council Members Fuechtmann and 
Wilber.  The motion passed. 
 
3.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member Leach to 
approve the August 2, 2023 Regular Meeting Minutes, with the recommended change.  A vote 
being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Kelly and Leach and Mayor Stone.  Against:  
None.  Absent:  Council Members Fuechtmann and Wilber.  The motion passed. 
 
4.  PUBLIC OPEN FORUM (Comments Limited to 3 Minutes) 
None. 
 
5.  PUBLIC HEARING 
None. 
 
6.  REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS 
a. Police Chief Friedrichs presented the July 2023 Police Report stating there were a total of 

1,281 ICRs.  Chief Friedrichs stated that overall, Sinclair Lewis Days and the Stearns 
County Fair went well with minimal activity. 

 
b. On behalf of Public Works Director Clink, City Administrator Willer updated the Council 

on the Public Works Department monthly activities: 
 

• Repairs were made to several storm sewer catch basins that had issues. 
• Stormwater pond maintenance has commenced with the department removing trees 

and sediment that has built up. 
• The new sweeper has been used to clean out storm sewer basins. 
• Plugged storm sewer lines were jetted. 
• Annual tree inspections were completed and affected property owners have been 

sent removal notices. 
• All gravel roads and alleys have been bladed. 
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• Miscellaneous tar patching. 
• Sidewalk grinding repairs to begin the week of August 28.  Notices were sent to 

property owners. 
• Right of way tree trimming has commenced. 
• Girl Scout dog park project is complete. 
• Lakeview Drive project is underway.  Curb and asphalt to be installed in 2 weeks. 
• Sandpro (1998) is getting to the point of needing replacement.  The 2023 parks 

budget does have money for purchase.   
 
c. City Engineer Yapp updated the Council on the following projects: 
 
 South Industrial Park 

• Project is nearing completion. 
• Iron installed on lots. 

 
 2nd Street Project 

• Project remains on schedule. 
• Paving (second lift) will begin late August - early September. 
• Early September redo seeding. 

 
 Author's Addition 

• First lift paving completed 8/16/23. 
• Working on intersections. 
• Storm sewer is complete. 
• Curb installation to take place week of August 21. 
• Paving scheduled for the week of August 28 to coincide with 2nd Street paving. 

 
Council Member Fuechtmann arrived. 

 
7.  ACTION ITEMS 
a. Ambulance Director Kathy Struffert submitted for approval of the following: 
 
  Jordan Hartmann  Authorization to attend EMT Class (Start 8/31) 
  Sarah Larson   Appointment as EMR (First Responder) 
 
 A motion was made by Council Member Leach and was seconded by Council Member 

Fuechtmann to approve the appointments as requested.  A vote being recorded as follows:  
For:  Council Members Leach, Fuechtmann, Kelly and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  
Absent:  Council Member Wilber.  The motion passed. 

 
b. Don Struss submitted his resignation from his position with Public Works maintenance.  

Struss has been with the City since September 2006. 
 
 A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member 

Leach to accept the resignation of Don Struss, effective September 14, 2023.  A vote being 
recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Kelly, Leach, Fuechtmann and Mayor Stone.  
Against:  None.  Absent:  Council Member Wilber.  The motion passed. 
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 The Council thanked Don Struss for his years of service. 
 
c. With the resignation of Struss from the Public Works Department, a vacancy now exists.  
 
 The Council was presented with two options: 
 

1. Revert to the next qualified candidate from the prior interviews  
2. Advertise and post the position for new candidates. 

 
 If the advertisement route is chosen the following timeline is suggested: 
 

 Advertise Position    August 24-31, 2023   
 Deadline for Submittal of Applications September 12, 2023 
 Candidates Selected for Interview  September 18, 2023 
 Interviews     October 2-5, 2023 
 Offer of Position    October 18, 2023 
 Start Date     November 6-20, 2023 

 
 A motion was made by Council Member Fuechtmann and was seconded by Council 

Member Kelly to approve Option 1.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council 
Members Fuechtmann, Kelly, Leach and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  Absent:  Council 
Member Wilber.  The motion passed. 

 
d. Cleaning Service Provider, Sara Struss, submitted resignation effective August 21, 2023. 
 
 A motion was made by Council Member Leach and was seconded by Council Member 

Kelly to approve the termination of Struss Cleaning Contract, effective August 21, 2023.  
A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Leach, Kelly, Fuechtmann and 
Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  Absent:  Council Member Wilber.  The motion passed. 

 
e. With the upcoming vacancy for cleaning services, the Council was asked to review how it 
 wishes to proceed with the vacancy.  The position averages eight hours per week for City 
 Hall including PD and FD and the Airport AD building.  Options include: 
 

1. Part Time employee 
2. Contracted Services 

 
 Benefits of part time employee could potentially reduce the overall cost of the service; 
 however, if an employee is hired the City will be responsible for purchasing cleaning 
 products as well as supervision, payroll etc.  
 
 A motion was made by Council Member Leach and was seconded by Council Member 

Kelly to proceed with offering the vacancy to the existing part time employee.  If she 
declines, then proceed to advertise.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council 
Members Leach, Kelly and Mayor Stone.  Against:  Council Member Fuechtmann.  
Absent:  Council Member Wilber.  The motion passed. 
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f. With the legalization of the use of cannabis, which became effective August 1, 2023, the 
 Council was asked to determine where it would be appropriate for its use.  The law states 
 that it is allowed in a private residence, in other’s private property unless prohibited by the 
 owner, and on the premises of an establishment or event licensed to permit on-site 
 consumption.    The law does not specify where it is not allowed.  
 
 Stearns County is proposing to adopt a county-wide Ordinance, which covers all areas of 
 the County unless a jurisdiction adopts its own Ordinance.  The issue with depending upon 
 the County’s Ordinance is that the City cannot enforce a County Ordinance so enforcement 
 would lie with the County.  If the City PD is to have enforcement capabilities, the city 
 should have its own Ordinance. 
 
 The Council was presented with an Ordinance that gives the City authority to restrict the 
 use of cannabis in public places.  It also gives law enforcement the ability to prosecute as 
 a Misdemeanor or, by Administrative Penalty or Fine.   
 
 A motion was made by Council Member Fuechtmann and was seconded by Council 

Member Kelly to approve Ordinance No. 824, Ordinance Regulating the Use of Cannabis 
and Cannabis Derived Products in Public Places.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  
Council Members Fuechtmann, Kelly, Leach and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  Absent:  
Council Member Wilber.  The motion passed. 

 
g. The Council was presented with Ordinance No. 825.  This Ordinance authorizes summary 

publication of Ordinance No. 824. 
 
 A motion was made by Council Member Leach and was seconded by Council Member 

Fuechtmann to approve Ordinance No. 825, An Ordinance of the City of Sauk Centre 
Authorizing Summary Publication of Ordinance 824 Amending the City Code by Adding 
Section 133 Establishing Regulations Governing the Use of Cannabis and Cannabis 
Derived Products in Public Places.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council 
Members Leach, Fuecthmann, Kelly and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  Absent:  Council 
Member Wilber.  The motion passed. 

 
h. With the adoption of the Ordinance on the use of cannabis products in public places, a fee 
 should be established for violation. 
 
 This fee  would be the Administrative Penalty that the Police Department can impose to 
 enforce the Ordinance. 
 
 The recommended fee is $150.00. 
 
 A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member 

Fuechtmann to approve Resolution No. 2023-47, Resolution to Adopt Fees for Voluntary 
Administrative Penalties and Fine for Offenses of the City Code According to §10.98.  A 
vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Kelly, Fuecthmann, Leach and 
Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  Absent:  Council Member Wilber.  The motion passed. 
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i. Each year the City Council reviews outstanding invoices for utilities and service payments 
 and has the option to certify these unpaid invoices for collection with property taxes. 
 
 A listing will be prepared for the Council’s review. 
 
 Prior to Certification to Property Taxes, the owners of said properties are afforded the 
 option of attending a public hearing on the proposal. 
 
 October 4, 2023 is recommended to conduct the public hearing. 
 
 A motion was made by Council Member Fuechtmann and was seconded by Council 

Member Kelly to approve Resolution No. 2023-48, Resolution Calling for a Public Hearing 
on Assessments for Unpaid City and Utility Service Charges.  A vote being recorded as 
follows:  For:  Council Members Fuechtmann, Kelly, Leach and Mayor Stone.  Against:  
None.  Absent:  Council Member Wilber.  The motion passed. 

 
j. The 2023 Street Reclamation Project is underway.   A Public Hearing was previously held 
 to notify all affected property owners of the project and a reasonable estimate of the amount 
 of each assessment was provided to owners at that time.  The after-bid amount reduces the 
 assessment.  A hearing on Final Assessment is necessary to authorize final adoption. 
 
 The hearing was recommended to be held on October 4, 2023 at 6:30 p.m.   All affected 
 property owners will be notified.  The notification will include their final assessment 
 amount.   
 
 Following the Public Hearing and adoption of the Assessment, owners can prepay their 
 assessment at City Hall up to November 15 with no interest applied. 
 
 A motion was made by Council Member Leach and was seconded by Council Member 

Kelly to approve Ordinance No. 2023-49, Resolution Calling a Hearing on Final 
Assessment for 2023 Street Reclamation Improvements.  A vote being recorded as follows:  
For:  Council Members Leach, Kelly, Fuechtmann and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  
Absent:  Council Member Wilber.  The motion passed. 

 
k. The 2023 Authors Addition Project is nearing completion. A Public Hearing was 
 previously held to notify affected property owners of the project and a reasonable estimate 
 of the amount of each assessment was provided to owners at that time.    A hearing on Final 
 Assessment is necessary to authorize final adoption. 
 
 The hearing was recommended to be held on October 4, 2023 at 6:30 p.m.   All affected 
 property owners will be notified.  The notification will include their final assessment 
 amount.   
 
 Following the Public Hearing and adoption of the Assessment, owners can prepay their 
 assessment at City Hall up to November 15 with no interest applied. 
 
 A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Mayor Stone to 

approve Resolution No. 2023-50, Resolution Calling a Hearing on Final Assessment for 
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2023 Author's Addition Improvements.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council 
Member Kelly, Mayor Stone, Council Members Leach and Fuechtmann.  Against:  None.  
Absent:  Council Member Wilber.  The motion passed. 

 
l. Public Works Supervisor, Ben Clink, has been with the City since October 1, 2018.   He is 
 advancing according to the Non-Union Pay Scale and is now eligible to advance to Step 7.  
 As a non-union employee, this advancement is subject to City Council approval. 
 
 It was recommended that the approval be granted effective October 1, 2023. 
 
 A motion is made by Council Member Leach and was seconded by Council Member 

Fuechtmann to approve a step advancement of Ben Clink to Step 7, effective October 1, 
2023.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Leach, Fuechtmann, 
Kelly and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  Absent:  Council Member Wilber.  The motion 
passed. 

 
m. Pay Request #4 has been submitted for payment to Kuechle Underground, Inc. for the 2023 
 Authors Addition Project. 
 
 Contract Amount $1,334,774.58 
 
 Value Completed to Date $1,095,089.29 
 
 Amount Earned $1,095,089.29 
  
 Less Retainage 5% $54,754.46 
 
 Subtotal $1,040,334.83 
 
 Less Previously Paid $611,846.42 
 
 Amount Due this Request $428,488.41 
 
 A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member 

Fuechtmann to approve Pay Request #4 to Kuechle Underground, Inc. for $428,488.41.  A 
vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Kelly, Fuechtmann, Leach and 
Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  Absent:  Council Member Wilber.  The motion passed. 

 
n. Allan and Susan Coenen requested approval to split a lot into two and combine each portion 
 of the subdivided parcel with the adjoining property.  The resulting lots will meet all criteria 
 for a residential R-1 property. 
 
 A Certificate of Survey has been completed by a registered land surveyor. 
 
 A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member 

Leach to approve Resolution No. 2023-51, Resolution Approving a Minor Subdivision 
(Lot Split) for Allan J. and Susan K. Coenen.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  
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Council Members Kelly, Leach, Fuechtmann and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  Absent:  
Council Member Wilber.  The motion passed. 

 
8.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
a. City staff continues to be in communication with Nature Energy representatives as they 
 work their way through the process to potentially locate a BioGas facility in Sauk Centre.   
 They are currently working on the “utility needs and availability analysis” including 
 water/sewer/electric.   
 
 A public website has been created with information for the public along with a Q&A 
 section and also a comment section where the public can ask questions.  A drop down 
 section for Sauk Centre is included. 
 
 The website address is:  https://us.nature-energy.com/  
 
 An open house is currently being scheduled.  One held in early afternoon and another in 
 the evening.  These will be well advertised. 
 
9.  NEW BUSINESS 
None. 
 
10.  CONSENT AGENDA 
The Council considered the following Consent Agenda Items: 
 
a. Schedule of Claims -  Unpaid Claims $534,317.83    

  Paid Claims $0.00 
   Total $534,317.83 
  
b. June Checks Paid Claims/Payroll $1,651,747.48    
 
A motion was made by Council Member Fuechtmann and was seconded by Council Member Kelly 
to approve the consent agenda as presented.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council 
Members Fuechtmann, Kelly, Leach and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  Absent:  Council Member 
Wilber.  The motion passed. 
 
11.  INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
a. The budget meeting was set for August 31 at 4:30 p.m. 

 
12.  ADJOURNMENT 
A motion was made by Council Member Leach and was seconded by Council Member Kelly to 
adjourn the meeting.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Leach, Kelly, 
Fuechtmann and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  Absent:  Council Member Wilber.  The motion 
passed. 
 
With no further business, Mayor Stone adjourned the meeting. 
 
 
 

https://us.nature-energy.com/
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Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
_________________________________  _________________________________ 
Mayor Warren Stone     City Administrator Vicki Willer 


