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SAUK CENTRE CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 17, 2016 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Sauk Centre City Council met in a Regular Meeting on Wednesday, August 17, 2016 at 6:30 
p.m. in the City Hall Council Chambers pursuant to due notice being given thereof.  Present were 
Council Members Dave Thomas, Diane Kelly, Heidi Leach, Keith Johnson and Mayor Warren 
Stone.  Also present were City Administrator Vicki Willer, Administrative Assistant Nicki Vogt, 
City Planner Sarah Morton, and Public Works Director Matt Zinniel.  Mayor Stone presided 
thereat.   
 
2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
A motion was made by Council Member Johnson and was seconded by Council Member Kelly 
to approve the agenda as presented.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members 
Johnson, Kelly, Thomas, Leach and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 
 
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A motion was made by Council Member Thomas and was seconded by Council Member Leach 
to approve the August 3, 2016 Regular Meeting Minutes as presented.  A vote being recorded as 
follows:  For:  Council Members Thomas, Leach, Johnson, Kelly and Mayor Stone.  Against:  
None.  The motion passed. 
 
4. PUBLIC OPEN FORUM (Comments Limited to 3 Minutes) 
None. 
 
5.  PUBLIC HEARINGS 
None. 
 
6.  REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS 
a. Police Chief Friedrichs presented the July 2016 Monthly Police Report stating that there 

were 629 ICRs and 275 Verbal Warnings for a total of 904.  He also reported that there 
were a total of 40 TZD hours completed in the month of July. 

 
b. City Planner Morton stated that the Planning Commission met on August 16, 2016 and 

discussed the following: 
 

• The Commission recommends Council approval of the Preliminary and Final Plat 
for W.H. Cates Estates 1st Addition – See 7b. 

• A Public Hearing will be held in September regarding temporary family 
healthcare dwellings. 

• Four requests were received for the Comprehensive Plan update. 
 
7.  ACTION ITEMS 
a. The Sauk Centre Fire Relief has approved and is requesting affirmation by the City 

Council that its annual benefit rate be increased by $75 per year of service.  This will 
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bring the total benefit per year of service to $1,900.   This benefit is paid to eligible 
retired firefighters at the time of retirement and is calculated based on years of service.   

 
The investments of the Relief Association are the source of revenue for the payment.  The 
Relief Association is funded through a combination of State Aid and Municipal 
Contributions.   The investment portfolio would cover the proposed pension at 98%.  
(Calculated as if all the firefighters retired at one time).     

 
Although the investments of the Association are the funding source for the pension 
payments at retirement, the City has an obligation to make up for shortfalls.  Therefore, 
City approval is required before the Association can raise the pension-per-year-of-service 
amount. 

 
A history of the pension per year of service over the past twenty years is as follows: 

 
2016 $1,900 Proposed  2005 $1,350 
2015 $1,825    2004 $1,175 
2014 $1,775    2003 $1,075 
2013 $1,675    2002 $1,050 
2012 $1,550    2001 $1,050 
2011 $1,550    2000 $1,000 
2010 $1,550    1999 $975 
2009 $1,550    1998 $875 
2008 $1,550    1997 $750 
2007 $1,550    1996 $750 
2006 $1,400    1995 $725 

 

A motion was made by Council Member Thomas and was seconded by Council Member 
Leach to acknowledge the Fire Relief Association’s increase in the benefit amount from 
$1,825 to $1,900.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Thomas, 
Leach, Johnson, Kelly and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 

 
b. The Planning Commission is holding a Public Hearing on Tuesday, August 16, 2016 on 

the proposed preliminary plat of W.H. Cates Estates 1st Addition. 
 
 The City is the owner of the property and is proposing to plat the parcel into three parcels 

for multifamily development.  The plat includes platting a cul-de-sac at the end of Cates 
Estates Drive, dividing the property into three parcels and providing for easements to 
allow utility extensions. 

 
 Council Member Leach introduced Resolution No. 2016-57, Resolution Approving 

Preliminary and Final Plat of W.H. Cates Estates First Addition to Sauk Centre.  The 
motion was seconded by Council Member Kelly.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  
Council Members Leach, Kelly, Johnson, Thomas and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  
The motion passed. 
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c. At the last Council meeting, the Council approved the terms and conditions to be 
included in the Contract for Private Development for the construction of market rate 
multifamily apartments on the new W. H. Cates Estates 1st Addition property.   

 
A copy of the Agreement was presented to the Council for their review. 

 
Highlights include: 

 
1. Subsidy for a maximum of qualified costs incurred. 
2. Maximum number of years for subsidy repayment is 10 years. 
3. Construction to begin no later than June 1, 2017. 
4. Minimum Assessment Agreement for $ 2,700,000.00 for Lot 3 beginning with 

taxes payable in 2019. 
5. Transfer of Lot 3 to include a reversion clause if development does not being 

within two years and completion no later than four years. 
6. Lot 2 to be held in City’s name and reserved for Developer.   Lot 2 to be 

transferred to Developer upon request only upon satisfactory completion of Lot 3.   
This option shall expire five years from the date of this Agreement.     Transfer of 
Lot 2 shall include provisions for development and shall not be held by Developer 
for investment or resale purposes.  

7. Transfer of property to include land and assessments. 
8. City to provide for water/sewer extension to serve Lots 1-3 and for curb/gutter/ 

paving of existing street and cul-du-sac.   
 

Council Member Johnson introduced Resolution No. 2016-58, Resolution Approving 
Property Tax Abatement for Certain Property in the City of Sauk Centre.  The motion 
was seconded by Council Member Thomas.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  
Council Members Johnson, Thomas, Leach, Kelly and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  
The motion passed. 

 
d. Ambulance Director Kathy Struffert has submitted the following EMT adjustments for 

the Council’s consideration: 
 

1.  Spencer Sundberg to advance from Probationary EMT to EMT-B (1) effective 
August 18, 2016. 

2. Joyce Hunstiger to advance to EMT-B (4) effective with her 15th anniversary date of 
September 5, 2016. 

 
A motion was made by Council Member Leach and was seconded by Council Member 
Thomas to approve EMT adjustments for Sundberg and Hunstiger as noted above.  A 
vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Leach, Thomas, Johnson, Kelly 
and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 

 
e. In preparation for the Grant Agreement for the BDPI grant for the Racetrack 

Improvement Project to extend water/sewer/streets to the City owned portion of the 
racetrack, some preliminary engineering needs to be conducted to gather information for 
the application. 
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A Professional Services Agreement from SEH was presented to the Council with a lump 
sum amount proposed of $2,000.00. 

 
This will provide for a cost estimate of probable costs for the project for inclusion in the 
grant application which, if approved, would cover up to one half of the cost of the 
project.  

 
A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council member 
Thomas to approve the Agreement for Professional Services for preliminary engineering 
for the BDPI Grant Application.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council 
Members Kelly, Thomas, Johnson, Leach and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The 
motion passed. 

 
f. Partial Payment #1 has been received for the Oak Street Project, as follows: 
 
 Original Contract Amount  $300,477.50   
 

Total Amount Completed to Date: $269,229.40 
 

Retainage 5%    (7,911.47)  
  

Net Amount Due   $150,317.93 
 

A motion was made by Council Member Thomas and was seconded by Council Member 
Leach to approve Payment Voucher No. 1 for the Oak Street Project.  A vote being 
recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Thomas, Leach, Johnson, Kelly and Mayor 
Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 

 
g. The City currently leases land at the airport to Dennis Muellner.   Previously Muellner 

rented 103 acres for $6,089.50.  This amount is being reduced in 2017 due to the 
construction at the airport which reduces the amount of tillable acres.      

 
The contract for 2017 is proposed at $5,240.30 for 80.62 acres. 

 
This amount will be reduced by the personal property tax paid by Muellner.  The amount 
won’t be known until February, but was $1,166 in 2016. 
 
A motion was made by Council Member Leach and was seconded by Council Member 
Johnson to approve the 2017 land lease agreement with Dennis Muellner.  A vote being 
recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Leach, Johnson, Thomas, Kelly and Mayor 
Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 

 
8.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
a. Public Works Director Matt Zinniel stated that the City plans on outsourcing the Animal 

Control Department with the Melrose Vet Clinic.  He provided the Council with the 
following details: 
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• $12/day boarding fee. 
• If the animal is not claimed, the animal will be adopted out.  The fee to the City 

will be $125/animal. 
• The pet owner will pay all fees. 

 
b. City Administrator Willer stated that the City is about to embark on LED conversion 

process for street lighting. 
 
9.  NEW BUSINESS 
None. 
 
10.  CONSENT AGENDA 
The Council considered the following Consent Agenda Items: 
 
a. Schedule of Claims -   Unpaid Claims  $810,248.80 
     Paid Claims   $0.00 
     Total:    $810,248.80 
 
b. July Checks   #EFT0207-#EFT245  $904,874.47 
     #37495-#37601 
     3 Payroll ACH Transfers 
 
c. The Sauk Centre Youth Hockey Association has submitted an application and permit for 

a one day temporary on sale liquor license for a concert at the Sauk Centre Civic Arena 
on October 8, 2016.  The fee has been paid and a certificate of insurance has been 
provided. 

 
A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member Thomas 
to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council 
Members Kelly, Thomas, Johnson, Leach and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion 
passed. 
 
11.  INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
None. 
 
12.  ADJOURNMENT 
A motion was made by Council Member Thomas and was seconded by Council Member Leach 
to adjourn the meeting.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Thomas, 
Leach, Johnson, Kelly and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 
 
With no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Stone adjourned the meeting at 7:03 
 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
_________________________________  _________________________________ 
Mayor Warren Stone     City Administrator Vicki Willer 


