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SAUK CENTRE CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2023 

 
1.  CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Sauk Centre City Council met in a Regular Meeting on Wednesday, October 18, 2023 at 6:30 
p.m. due notice being given thereof.  Present were Mayor Warren Stone and Council Members 
Diane Kelly, Joe Fuechtmann and Shalon Wilber.  Also present were City Administrator Vicki 
Willer, Public Works Director Ben Clink, City Engineer Keith Yapp, City Planner Sarah Morton 
and Police Chief Bryon Friedrichs.  Mayor Stone presided thereat.  Council Member Heidi Leach 
was absent.   
 
2.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
A motion was made by Council Member Wilber and was seconded by Council Member Kelly to 
approve the agenda, with changes.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members 
Wilber, Kelly, Fuechtmann and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  Absent:  Council Member Leach.  
The motion passed.   
 
3.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member Fuechtmann 
to approve the October 4, 2023 Regular Meeting Minutes as presented.  A vote being recorded as 
follows:  For:  Council Members Kelly, Fuechtmann, Wilber and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  
Absent:  Council Member Leach.  The motion passed.   
 
4.  PUBLIC OPEN FORUM (Comments Limited to 3 Minutes) 
None. 
 
5.  PUBLIC HEARINGS 
None. 
 
6.  REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS 
a. Ambulance Director Struffert that on September 5, 2023 at 4:37 p.m. Emergency Services 

(Ambulance/Police/Fire) received a 911 call stating that a female was possibly having a 
heart attack.  While emergency services was in transport to the location, Wanda had passed 
out, causing Tony to begin CPR.  Dispatch updated officers that CPR was being started.  
From the initial 911 call to arrival of emergency services was 7 minutes.  Officers then 
took over CPR and inserted an oral airway to keep Wanda’s airway open.  They attached 
the Automated External Defibrillator  and it gave signal to shock, which they did a total of 
four times.  The LUCAS device was attached which started the mechanical compressions 
and a more advanced E-GEL airway was inserted and a bag valve mask was then used to 
continue breathing for Wanda.  In route to the Centracare Sauk Centre Hospital, an IV was 
established and CPR and rescue breathing continued.  At the hospital it was determined 
that Wanda had a return of pulse and a helicopter was called for an advanced life support 
transfer.   

 
 The American Heart Association chain of survival was followed on this day: 
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• Tony with the early recognition and calling 911. 
• Tony beginning CPR immediately to keep oxygenated blood flowing. 
• Officers and ambulance with AED/LUCAS/Advanced airways. 
• Transport to hospital. 
• Advanced care.   

 
Ambulance Director Struffert presented Life Saving Pins/Awards to the following for their 
involvement in the life saving efforts for Wanda Ahrens: 
 
MN State Patrol 
Matt Schmitz 
 
Stearns County Sheriff Deputy 
Tyler Thunsted 
 
Sauk Centre Police Officers 
Dean Jungles – 3rd Sauk Centre PD career save 
Preston Otterer – 1st Sauk Centre PD career save 
Branton Stowell – 1st Sauk Centre PD career save 
 
Sauk Centre Ambulance 
Tim Deschene - 3rd Sauk Centre PD career save 
Sheryl Braun - 1st Sauk Centre PD career save 
Jessie Hoppe – 5th Sauk Centre PD career save 
Nick Welle – 2nd Sauk Centre PD career save 
Richard White – 2nd Sauk Centre PD career save 
 

b. Ambulance Director Struffert presented the third quarter report as follows: 
 

• 62 No Loads 
• 77 BLS Transfers 
• $193,310.00 Total Billed 
• Third quarter special event included the multi-casualty incident drill with the fire 

department, two football standby 
• Third quarter mutual aid assistance included one transfer to St. Cloud for Melrose, 

four transfers for Long Prairie Hospital, one medical for Melrose to St. Cloud 
• Fair booth patient contacts – 5, one for each day 
• Demo Derby – 3, one for each night of demo 
• Medicals transported from fairgrounds – 3, one bee sting, two heat 

 
c. Removed from agenda.   
 
d. Public Works Director Ben Clink updated the Council on the department’s monthly 

activities: 
 

• All park bathrooms and sprinklers had water lines blown out and winterized in 
preparation for winter. 
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• Weed spraying, mowing, mulching as necessary. 
• Street sweeping is being conducted as trees lose their leaves. 
• Street signs installed in Author’s Addition.  Lot signs will be installed the week of 

October 23. 
• Conservation Park bathroom remodel complete. 
• Ice is being installed at the arena with first practice scheduled to start 10/23/23. 
• Plow trucks and sweeper received annual DOT inspection with no major issues 

noted.  Equipment was prepared for winter season. 
•  Salt delivery received in preparation for winter. 
• Compost site requires daily monitoring. 

  
e. City Planner Sarah Morton reported on the October 10, 2023 Planning Commission 

Meeting: 
 

• Five Public Hearings were held – See 7a, 7b, 7c, 7d, 7e 
• Building permit report – September 2023 building construction value totaling 

$717,653.63. 
• 2023 Quarterly Building Permit Value Report – 2023 total to date $67,190.68. 

 
7.  ACTION ITEMS 
a.b.c. The Planning Commission, acting as the Board of Adjustment, at its October 10, 2023 
 meeting held a public hearing to consider three requests for  Interim Use Permit to utilize 
 an existing residence as a Short-Term Rental.  The city previously adopted an Ordinance 
 governing such use. 

 
A copy of that Ordinance was provided for reference.  These properties were utilized as a 
Short-Term Rental prior to the adoption of Ordinance, therefore, the lot size and separation 
distances from other Short-Term Rentals is considered grandfathered in even though they 
may not meet those requirements. 
 
The applicants propose to rent to persons for a term shorter than thirty days.  This use 
requires an Interim Use Permit.  The applicants/addresses are as follows: 
 
 Michael Felling DBA MEF Properties N553, LLC 
 533 Lake Street 
 Sauk Centre, MN 56378 
 
 Adam Fiedler DBA Adam’s Vacation Rentals, LLC 
 807 Lakeshore Drive 
 Sauk Centre, MN 56378 
 
 Linda Michaels and Gregory Peters 
 221 Main Street North 
 Sauk Centre, MN 56378 
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Following the Public Hearing, the Board recommended that the Interim Use Permits be 
granted with the Performance Standards in the Ordinance listed as the conditions as well 
as the requirement that Lodging Tax be paid to the City. 
 
The Performance Standards that are the conditions are: 

 
(a) The overnight occupancy of a Vacation/Short Term Rental shall be limited to no 

more than the Stearns County Lodging License allows per bedroom plus two 
additional persons per building; For purposes of this Section, overnight shall 
mean ten (10) pm to seven (7) am, central time. 

 
(b) The daytime occupancy of a Vacation/Short Term Rental shall be limited to one 

and a half (1 ½) times the overnight capacity or parking capacity of three people 
per vehicle, whichever is less. For purposes of this Section, daytime shall mean 
seven (7) am to ten (10) pm, central time.  

 
(c)  All parking designated for use with the Vacation Short Term Rentals shall be 

located off-street and shall meet the requirements of § 156.050 (Parking 
Requirements) of the Sauk Centre City Code and §95.019 (Nuisance Parking). 

  
(d)  Quiet hours from ten (10) pm to seven (7) am must be strictly adhered to.  The 

noise standards of §156.067 (Noise) of the City Code and Minnesota Rules, 
chapter 7030; or successor rules, must be met. 

 
(e)  Garbage, refuse, or recycling shall be stored completely enclosed within 

designated refuse containers. The owner or operator of the rental unit shall 
provide sufficient trash storage containers and service to accommodate the 
demand of the occupants. 

 
(f)  An emergency contact shall be available twenty-four (24) hours a day, seven (7) 

days a week with the ability to respond within thirty (30) minutes.   
 
(g)  The licensee shall keep a report, detailing use of the home by recording, at a 

minimum, the name, address, phone number and vehicle license number of all 
guests using the property. A copy of the report shall be provided to the City upon 
request. 

 
(h) The Owner shall keep in force its Lodging License from Stearns County, Minnesota 

at all times.  Expiration of the Stearns County Lodging License shall also subject 
the City of Sauk Centre Interim Use Permit to suspension or revocation. 

 
 and 
 
(i) Vacation Short Term Rentals shall be subject to the City’s Lodging Tax. 

 
A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member 
Fuechtmann to approve Resolution No.'s 2023-71 (Felling), 2023-72 (Fiedler), 2023-73 
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(Michaels/Peters), Resolutions Granting Interim User Permits to (Felling, Fiedler, 
Michaels/Peters) for the use of (533 Lake Street - Felling, 807 Lakeshore - Fiedler, 221 
Main – Michaels/Peters) as short term rental properties.  A vote being recorded as follows:  
For:  Council Members Kelly, Fuechtmann, Wilber and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  
Absent:  Council Member Leach.  The motion passed.   

 
d. The Planning Commission held a public hearing on the Preliminary Plat for Golf View 

Addition on October 10, 2023.  The plat was presented to the City Council for review and 
approval. 

 
• CNSP LLC Sauk Centre (Cody and Sarah Nelson) - current owner and developer. 
• Preliminary Plat is for 3.58 acres to be subdivided into four residential lots intended 

for twin home construction to be subdivided and individually owned. 
• Preliminary design for utilities has been completed to ensure that all lots can be 

serviced by municipal utilities. The utilities to be installed by the Developer with 
inspection by the City 

• Utilities, once constructed, will come under the ownership of the City. 
• Driveways will be shared to minimize curb cuts and access points onto Main St. N. 
• No Park Dedication Fee is required as underlying plat provided for the dedication 

earlier. 
 

A motion was made by Council Member Wilber and was seconded by Council Member 
Kelly to approve Resolution No. 2023-74, Resolution for Approval of the Preliminary Plat 
of Golf View Addition.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Wilber, 
Kelly, Fuechtmann and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  Absent:  Council Member Leach.  
The motion passed.   
 

e. At the October 10, 2023, Planning Commission meeting, the Commission acting as the 
Board of Adjustment, held a public hearing to consider the application of Kristian M. & 
Christine A. Hokanson for a variance from the setback requirement from the Ordinary High 
Water Mark for the purpose of placing a 10’X16’ portable storage shed closer to the OHW 
than allowed. 

 
The property is located at 717 Lakeshore Drive and legally described as Lots 19 and 20 
Block 4, Country Club Addition, according to the plat thereof on file and of record in the 
office of the County Recorder for Stearns County, Minnesota. 
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   Retaining Wall Lake View 
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   2 foot contours and shed location. 
 

The request is to place the shed thirty feet from the OHW where fifty feet is required by 
Shoreland Standards. The applicant has requested locating the storage shed at this location 
due to the topography of the property.  Lakeward of the proposed shed is a two-tier railroad 
tie retaining wall.  Landward (towards the house) is a slope.  The proposed location is the 
most level therefore requiring no grading or excavation. 

 
 A motion was made by Council Member Fuechtmann and was seconded by Council 

Member Wilber to approve Resolution No. 2023-75, Resolution Approving Request for a 
Variance for Kristian M. and Christine A. Hokanson.  A vote being recorded as follows:  
For:  Council Members Fuechtmann, Wilber, Kelly and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  
Absent:  Council Member Leach.  The motion passed. 

 
f. Branton Stowell tendered his resignation from the Sauk Centre Police Department effective 

October 27, 2023.   Branton has been with the department since May 20, 2020. 
 

Branton accepted a position with a department closer to his home.  
 

Jackson Zenzen tendered his resignation from Sauk Centre Public Works effective 
November 1, 2023.  Jackson has been with the department since June 8, 2020. 

 
 A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member 

Fuechtmann to accept the resignations of Branton Stowell from the Police Department and 
Jackson Zenzen from the Public Works Department.  A vote being recorded as follows:  
For:  Council Members Kelly, Fuechtmann, Wilber and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  
Absent:  Council Member Leach.  The motion passed. 

 
g. At a prior meeting, the City Council authorized staff to solicit bids for an ambulance to 

replace the City’s 2015 rig.  The ambulance would arrive late in 2024 or early 2025. 
 

Bids were sought according to requested specifications with the following results: 
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Bidder  Equipment    Gross  Trade  Net   
 

Lifeline 2025 Ford E-450 Type III $244,297.00 $25,000.00 $219,297.00 
PSV   2025 Ford E-450 Type III $261,143.00 $39,500.00 $221,643.00 

 
Staff reviewed the detailed specifications with each proposal and recommended the City 
proceed with the low bid from Lifeline Emergency Vehicles for $219,297.00. 
 
It was noted that power cots are not part of the proposals. The Department will be 
addressing a new cot system in the coming year. 

 
 A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member 

Fuechtmann to approve Resolution No. 2023-76, Resolution Accepting Bid and 
Authorizing Purchase of an Ambulance for the Sauk Centre Ambulance Department.  A 
vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Kelly, Fuechtmann, Wilber and 
Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  Absent:  Council Member Leach.  The motion passed. 

 
h. As part of the City’s Municipal Airport Layout Plan and regulations passed down from the 

FAA, the City is required to have ownership of property in the RPZ (Runway Protection 
Zone) rather than easements over it.  This requirement is part of the Encumbrances the City 
agrees to when receiving Federal FAA Grant Funding for the Airport.    

 
The owner of property in the RPZ at the East end of the turf runway approached the City 
with an interest to sell his property.  An Agreement was reached that satisfies the FAA 
requirements and a Purchase Agreement has been presented by the Buyer.   
 
The Airport Board requested that the City enter into the Agreement and purchase the 
property. 
 
Purchase Price:   $440,000.00  
Federal Share:  $396,000.00  
City Share:    $44,000.00 
 
The City needs to remove structures from the property.  The property can be farmed so 
would likely be leased out.  The seller requested to move two pole sheds from the property. 
 
A motion was made by Council Member Wilber and was seconded by Council Member 
Kelly to approve Resolution No. 2023-77, Resolution Authorizing Execution of 
Documents and approval of allowing seller to remove two pole sheds from the property.  
A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Wilber, Kelly, Fuechtmann and 
Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  Absent:  Council Member Leach.  The motion passed. 

 
i. Kathy Struffert, Ambulance Director, recommended that Jordan Hartmann be removed 

from his Probationary EMR status.  Jordan has been with the service since April 19, 2023 
and since that time has had favorable reviews and has well exceed the minimum patient 
contacts that are required. 
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 A motion was made by Council Member Fuechtmann and was seconded by Council 
Member Kelly to approve the removal of probation for Jordan Hartmann effective October 
19, 2023.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Fuechtmann, Kelly, 
Wilber and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  Absent:  Council Member Leach.  The motion 
passed. 

 
8.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
None. 
 
9.  NEW BUSINESS 
None. 
 
10.  CONSENT AGENDA 
The Council considered the following Consent Agenda Items: 
 
a. Schedule of Claims -   Unpaid Claims  $143,653.66 
    Paid Claims  $0.00 
    Total $143,653.66 
  
b. September Checks Paid Claims/Payroll  $1,380,252.81 

 
c. Gambling Application for Exempt Permit request from Holy Family School for a raffle 

on December 20, 2023 at Holy Family School. 
 
A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member Wilber to 
approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council 
Members Kelly, Wilber, Fuechtmann and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  Absent:  Council 
Member Leach.  The motion passed.   

 
11.  INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
a. Spectrum lineup changes. 
 
12.  ADJOURNMENT 
A motion was made by Council Member Fuechtmann and was seconded by Council Member Kelly 
to adjourn the meeting.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Fuechtmann, 
Kelly, Wilber and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  Absent:  Council Member Leach.  The motion 
passed. 
 
With no further business, Mayor Stone adjourned the meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
_________________________________  _________________________________ 
Mayor Warren Stone     City Administrator Vicki Willer 


