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SAUK CENTRE CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2023 

 
1.  CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Sauk Centre City Council met in a Regular Meeting on Wednesday, November 1, 2023 at 
6:30 p.m. due notice being given thereof.  Present were Mayor Warren Stone and Council Members 
Diane Kelly, Joe Fuechtmann and Heidi Leach.  Also present were City Administrator Vicki 
Willer, Public Works Director Ben Clink, City Engineer Keith Yapp, City Planner Sarah Morton 
and Police Chief Bryon Friedrichs.  Mayor Stone presided thereat.  Council Member Shalon 
Wilber was absent.   
 
2.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
A motion was made by Council Member Fuechtmann and was seconded by Council Member Kelly 
to approve the agenda as presented.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members 
Fuechtmann, Kelly, Leach and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  Absent:  Council Member Wilber.  
The motion passed.     
 
3.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member Fuechtmann 
to approve the October 18, 2023 Regular Meeting Minutes as presented.  A vote being recorded 
as follows:  For:  Council Members Kelly, Fuechtmann and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  
Abstain:  Council Member Leach.  Absent:  Council Member Wilber.  The motion passed.   
 
4.  PUBLIC OPEN FORUM (Comments Limited to 3 Minutes) 
None. 
 
5.  PUBLIC HEARINGS 
None. 
 
6.  REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS 
a. The EDA met on Wednesday, November 1, 2023 and discussed the following: 
 

• Reviewed Financials for the SCDP Fund (Small Cities Development Program). 
• Recommend SCDP Loan/Grants (2) – See 7e and 7f. 
• Recommend Utilizing Billboard to Advertise Author’s Addition. 

 
7.  ACTION ITEMS 
a. Following the resignation of Officer Stowell from the Police Department, the position was 

internally posted to allow for part time officers to express interest in the position.  
Following ten days posted notice, one officer expressed interest in the advancement to a 
full-time position. 

 
The Department recommends that Lateshia Harden be advanced to a full-time position at 
Step One effective with her first full time scheduled shift. 
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A motion was made by Council Member Fuechtmann and was seconded by Council 
Member Leach to approve advancement of Lateshia Harden to a full-time Patrol Office 
position.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Fuechtmann, Leach, 
Kelly and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  Absent:  Council Member Wilber.  The motion 
passed.   

 
b. With recent vacancies occurring in the Public Works Department the positions were 

advertised and interviews were conducted with the following recommendations: 
 

Andrew Dirkes Public Works Maintenance Full Time  Step 1  
Patrick Gonzales Public Works Seasonal (Arena)   Step 5 
Sara Linow  Figure Skating Instructor    $40.00 

 
 A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member 

Leach to approve appointments of Andrew Dirkes and Patrick Gonzales for Public Works 
Maintenance and Public Works Seasonal employment.  A vote being recorded as follows:  
For:  Council Members Kelly, Leach, Fuechtmann and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  
Absent:  Council Member Wilber.  The motion passed. 

 
c. Pay Request #5 has been submitted for payment to Kuechle Underground, Inc. for the 2023 

Authors Addition Project. 
 
 Contract Amount $1,334,774.58 
 
 Change Order #1 (Intersection) $50,378.50 
 
 Value Completed to Date $1,385,153.08 
 
 Amount Earned $1,354,287.85 
  
 Less Retainage 2% $27,085.75 
 
 Subtotal $1,327,202.10 
 
 Less Previously Paid $1,160,656.99 
 
 Amount Due this Request $166,545.11 
 
 A motion was made by Council Member Leach and was seconded by Council Member 

Kelly to approve Pay Request No. 6 to Kuechle Underground, Inc. for $166,545.11.  A 
vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Leach, Kelly, Fuechtmann and 
Mayor Stone.  Against:  None. Absent:  Council Member Wilber.  The motion passed.   

 
d. S. William Property Management/Kelly Kerfeld is the owner of a twin home located at 700 

and 702 Prospect Avenue.   Kerfeld has applied for a minor subdivision to split the twin 
home along the party wall.   The party wall is constructed to a two-hour fire wall as required 
by Code.  In addition, each unit has separate utility hookups, although an easement would 
be required where services cross the property.   Each unit has adequate off-street parking. 
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A recent survey of the property was provided.  The legal description of the resulting parcels 
shall be prepared by a licensed land surveyor. 
 

 
 
 

As with all individual parcels of record the following conditions would apply. 
 

1. Each side of the twin home to be served by independent utility services. 
2. Easements to be recorded where necessary to facilitate independent services. 
3. Final legal descriptions to be prepared by a Registered Land Surveyor. 
4. A Party Wall Agreement to be executed by all parties and recorded on the property. 

 
A motion was made by Council Member Fuechtmann and was seconded by Council 
Member Kelly to approve Resolution No. 2023-78, Resolution Approving a Minor 
Subdivision (Lot Split) to S. William Property Management.  A vote being recorded as 
follows:  For:  Council Members Fuechtmann, Kelly, Leach and Mayor Stone.  Against:  
None.  Absent: Council Member Wilber.  The motion passed. 

 
e.  The EDA, at its meeting on November 1, reviewed an application from Eric Hellerman for 

the SCDP Loan/Grant Program for a rental rehabilitation of a rental at 526 Sinclair Lewis 
Avenue.  The building has two rental units and a large amount of renovation is proposed 
for a total renovation cost of $34,068.00. The EDA narrowed the scope of the application 
to include code deficiency update assistance including electrical and insulation and apply 
their “average” rental assistance per unit. 
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The scope was reduced to a total of $11,000.00 of renovations for a city participation of 
$7,700.00 which is an average of $3,850.00 per rental unit. 

 
   Owner Share  30%  
   City    40% (Loan that converts to grant) 
   City   30% (Zero Interest Deferred Loan) 
 

A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member 
Leach to preliminarily approve the deferred loan and Grant Agreement.  A vote being 
recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Kelly, Leach, Fuechtmann and Mayor Stone.  
Against:  None.  Absent:  Council Member Wilber.  The motion passed.   

 
f. The EDA at its meeting on November 1 reviewed an application from Lindsay Bergmann 

for the SCDP Loan/Grant Program for a rental rehabilitation of a rental at 101 Pine Street 
S.  The building has two rental units and a large amount of renovation is proposed for a 
total renovation cost of $51,855.00.   This property received funding through this program 
in 2006 for primarily windows, roofing and siding.  The EDA narrowed the scope of the 
application to include code deficiency update assistance including electrical and insulation 
and/or plumbing and apply their “average” rental assistance per unit. 

 
The scope was reduced to a total of $11,000 of renovations for a city participation of 
$7,700.00 which is an average of $3,850.00 per rental unit. 

 
   Owner Share  30%  
   City    40% (Loan that converts to grant) 
   City   30% (Zero Interest Deferred Loan) 
 
 A motion was made by Council Member Fuechtmann and was seconded by Council 

Member Kelly to preliminarily approve the deferred loan and Grant Agreement.  A vote 
being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Fuechtmann, Kelly, Leach and Mayor 
Stone.  Against:  None.  Absent:  Council Member Wilber.  The motion passed. 

 
8.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
City Administrator Willer and the Personnel Committee has been meeting with the bargaining 
units for the Police Department and Public Works Department.  A proposal is scheduled to be 
presented to the Council at their November 15, 2023 meeting. 
 
9.  NEW BUSINESS 
a. Recent legislation enacted new guidelines for Minnesota employers requiring that sick and 

safe time be provided to employees. 
 

The City currently has a Sick Leave Policy for full-time employees.   This new legislation 
provides for more lenient uses and extends for whom you can use your time to a wider 
family unit.   It also requires the benefit be provided for all employees.  The city would 
need to extend the benefit to part time, seasonal, and Ambulance and Fire personnel. 

  
An update to the Personnel Policy will be presented at a future meeting.  In addition, it is 
likely some language changes will be included in the Labor Agreements as well. 



5 
 

10.  CONSENT AGENDA 
The Council considered the following Consent Agenda Items: 
 
a. Schedule of Claims -    Unpaid Claims  $142,298.88 
   Paid Claims   $0.00 
   Total  $142,298.88 
  
b. Resolution No. 2023-79 Resolution Accepting Contributions: 
 
 Men’s Card Playing Group $142.70  Senior Center 
 Pamela Veeder $100.00  Senior Center 
 
c. Gambling Application for Exempt Permit request from Sauk Centre Sno-Cleats, Inc. for a 

raffle on March 24, 2024 at the Sno-Cleats Club House. 
 
A motion was made by Council Member Leach and was seconded by Council Member Kelly to 
approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council 
Members Leach, Kelly, Fuechtmann and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  Absent:  Council Member 
Wilber.  The motion passed. 
 
The Council thanked the Men’s Card Playing Group and Pamela Veeder for their donations.   
 
11.  INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
None. 
 
12.  CLOSED MEETING – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE 
Mayor Stone recessed the public meeting and reconvened in Closed Session.  Present at the 
closed session were Mayor Stone, Council Members Leach Kelly and Fuechtmann, City 
Administrator Willer, City Planner Morton and City Attorney Nick Adams.  
 
Mayor Stone closed the Closed Meeting and re-opened the Public Meeting.  Stone announced 
that the Council has directed City Attorney Nick Adams to put together three options for the 
Council’s consideration regarding next steps for gaining zoning compliance for Eagles Healing 
Nest. 
 
13.  ADJOURNMENT 
A motion was made by Council Member Leach and was seconded by Council Member Kelly to 
adjourn the meeting.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Leach, Kelly, 
Fuechtmann and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  Absent:  Council Member Wilber.  The motion 
passed. 
 
With no further business, Mayor Stone adjourned the meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
_________________________________  _________________________________ 
Mayor Warren Stone     City Administrator Vicki Willer 


