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SAUK CENTRE CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2023 

 
1.  CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Sauk Centre City Council met in a Regular Meeting on Wednesday, December 6, 2023 at 6:30 
p.m. due notice being given thereof.  Present were Mayor Warren Stone and Council Members 
Diane Kelly, Joe Fuechtmann, Shalon Wilber and Heidi Leach.  Also present were City 
Administrator Vicki Willer, Public Works Director Ben Clink, City Engineer Keith Yapp, City 
Planner Sarah Morton and Police Chief Bryon Friedrichs.  Mayor Stone presided thereat.   
 
2.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
A motion was made by Council Member Wilber and was seconded by Council Member 
Fuechtmann to approve the agenda with an addition to the Consent Agenda.  A vote being recorded 
as follows:  For:  Council Members Wilber, Fuechtmann, Leach, Kelly and Mayor Stone.  Against:  
None.  The motion passed.   
 
3.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A motion was made by Council Member Leach and was seconded by Council Member Kelly to 
approve the November 15, 2023 Regular Meeting Minutes as presented.  A vote being recorded as 
follows:  For:  Council Members Leach, Kelly, Fuechtmann and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  
Abstain:  Council Member Wilber.  The motion passed.   
 
4.  PUBLIC OPEN FORUM (Comments Limited to 3 Minutes) 
None. 
 
5.  PUBLIC HEARINGS 
a. 2024 Budget Presentation 
 
 Mayor Stone opened the Public Hearing and read the Public Hearing Procedure. 
 

The purpose of the Hearing is to present the 2024 to give the public an opportunity to ask 
questions and comment on the proposed 2024 Budget and Levy. 

 
The budget presented represents changes to the adopted Preliminary which were updated.  
This resulted in a change in the General Fund leaving proposed revenues over expenditures 
of $6,009.00.  This is a change from the initial amount discussed at the Preliminary budget 
workshop.    

 
The City Council asked for a levy increase of ten percent to cover increased costs.   The 
2023 levy was increased over the 2022 levy by 3% for costs and 6% for debt service due 
to the 2022 Street Project.  

 
For the proposed 2024 levy it was estimated that this levy would not create an increase in 
the tax rate due to new development and property value changes.  After all jurisdictions 
presented their budgets (County, School, City etc) the new rate was calculated which 
resulted in an decrease in the City tax rate from 46.373% to 46.023%    
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This new rate was applied to property values and sent to property owners in the last few 
weeks.   The overall tax rate from all jurisdictions resulted in a decrease in rate; however, 
many  saw an increase in taxes due to increased property values. 

 
Mayor Stone called three times for persons to speak in favor or against.  None spoke.  
Mayor Stone closed the Public Hearing.  See 7a and 7b. 

 
6.  REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS 
None. 
 
7.  ACTION ITEMS 
a. See 5a. 
 
 The total 2024 Property Tax Levy is $2,508,628.00. 
 
 A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member 

Fuechtmann to approve Resolution No. 2023-87, Resolution Adopting Property Tax Levy, 
Collectible in 2024.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Kelly, 
Fuechtmann, Leach, Wilber and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 

 
b. See 5a. and 7a. 
 

The City Council previously received and adopted the proposed 2024 Proposed Budget 
for all Funds 

 
The budget was updated with current year to date numbers and also for insurance and other 
costs that were not known at the time of the Preliminary Budget adoption.   
 
The total 2024 all fund expenses is $10,128,086.00. 
 
A motion was made by Council Member Wilber and was seconded by Council Member 
Leach to approve Resolution No. 2023-88, Resolution Adopting Final 2024 Expense and 
Revenue Budgets for the City of Sauk Centre.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  
Council Members Wilber, Leach, Fuechtmann, Kelly and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  
The motion passed. 

 
c. Each year, the City Council approves various transfers between funds.  These transfers are: 
 

o Transfer Fire Dept. share of City Hall Bond Pmt. To Bond Fund -  $58,973 
o Transfer Stormwater Fees to Bond Fund    $113,000 
o Transfer Future Equipment Purchase Funds to Sinking Fund $60,000 
o Transfer Public Safety Dollars to Sinking Fund for Future Purchase $202,342 
o Transfer Current Year Purchase from Sinking Fund to General Fund $125,000 
o Transfer Apt. Complex Abatement to EDA Fund   $20,153 
o Transfer TIF Admin Funds to EDA for TIF Administration  $2,500 
o Transfer from Street to Authors Intersection Project   $27,500 
o Transfer Funds from Hospital Fund to Authors   $550,000 
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o Transfer from Hospital Fund for Interfund Loan Authors  $750,000 
o Transfer from Stormwater Utility to Authors for Storm Pond $100,000 
o Transfer ARPA to Authors for Sanitary Sewer   $400,000 
o Transfer Airport Operating Contribution to Project Fund  $15,000 
o Close 2021 Airport Project into 2023 Project    $28,624.54 
o Close TIF 1-16 into EDA Project Fund    $65.74 

           $2,453,158.28 
The date of the transfers to occur on November 30, 2023. 

 
A motion was made by Council Member Fuechtmann and was seconded by Council 
Member Kelly to approve Resolution No. 2023-89, Resolution Authorizing Year End 
Interfund Transfers.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members 
Fuechtmann, Kelly, Leach, Wilber and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 

 
d. Minnesota Statutes 204B, Subd. 1 requires that a City Council, by Ordinance or Resolution, 

must designate polling places for the upcoming year.  This prevents changes to polling 
places less than 90 days prior to an election, unless it becomes unavailable or due to an 
emergency. 

 
Resolution 2023-90 designates Sauk Centre City Hall as the official polling place for any 
Special or Regular Elections in 2024. 

 
A motion was made by Council Member Leach and was seconded by Council Member 
Kelly to approve Resolution No. 2023-90, Resolution Designating Polling Places.  A vote 
being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Leach, Kelly, Fuechtmann, Wilber and 
Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 

 
e. Wayne Senst is the owner of property on the dead end of the northerly Morning View Road.  

He made application to subdivide the property which would allow him to sell a portion to  
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the neighboring property at 107 Morning View Road.    

 
The proposal was to sell approximately thirty feet along the common boundary of the 
properties for a total of .18 acres, which will then be added to the buyer’s lot to create a 
larger parcel with the intent of constructing a detached accessary structure sometime in the 
future. 

 
Both lots continue to meet the minimum standards for a residential building site in the R-1 
Zoning District. 
 
A motion was made by Council Member Wilber and was seconded by Council Member 

Kelly to approve Resolution No. 2023-91, Resolution Approving a Minor Subdivision (Lot 
Split) for Wayne and Brianna Senst.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council 
Members Wilber, Kelly, Leach, Fuechtmann and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion 
passed.   

 
f. Cody Nelson dba CSNP Sauk Centre, LLC requested approval of a minor subdivison (lot 

split) to subdivide a twin home into two separate parcels.  This request is to split an existing 
parcel of land into two parcels. 

 
The intent is to sell each side of the newly constructed twin home to separate individuals.   
The proposal meets the criteria for a lot split in the zoning district which requires 15,000 sf 
for a twin home.  The parcel is 28,428 sf.  Each side is provided with separate utility services.  
Resulting legal descriptions were prepared by a certified land surveyor.  This split also adds 
an easement along the northern boundary that when combined with the already existing 
easement on the adjoining property provides for access to property to the east for future 
potential utility services. 
 

 
  

A motion was made by Council Member Leach and was seconded by Council Member 
Fuechtmann to approve Resolution No. 2023-92, Resolution Approving a Minor 
Subdivision (Lot Split) for Cody and Sarah Nelson DBA CSNP Sauk Centre, LLC.  A vote 
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being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Leach, Fuechtmann, Kelly, Wilber and 
Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 

 
g. Cody Nelson dba CSNP Sauk Centre, LLC requested approval of a minor subdivison (lot 

split) to subdivide a twin home into two separate parcels.  This request is to split one lot 
from the newly formed Golf View Addition into two along the party wall of the twin home 
recently constructed on the site.  

 
The intent is to sell each side of the home to separate individuals.   The proposal meets the 
criteria for a lot split in the zoning district which requires 15,000 sf for a twin home.  The 
parcel is 29,256 sf.  Each side is provided with separate utility services.  Resulting legal 
descriptions were prepared by a certified land surveyor. 

 

 
 

A motion was made by Council Member Wilber and was seconded by Council Member 
Fuechtmann to approve Resolution No. 2023-93, Resolution Approving a Minor 
Subdivision (Lot Split) for Cody and Sarah Nelson DBA CSNP Sauk Centre, LLC.  A vote 
being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Wilber, Fuechtmann, Leach, Kelly and 
Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 

 
h. The Personnel Committee has met with the Teamsters over a period of months and arrived 

at Agreement for the Labor Agreement for 2024-2025-2026. 
 

The Committee recommended changes to the Agreement as follows: 
 

o Add Juneteenth as a Holiday 
o Add Sick and Safe Time accrual for Part Time/Seasonal employees 
o Increase Boot Stipend to $300.00 (from $250.00) 
o Add 40% Contribution to Health Care Single Premium for retirees after 30 years 
o Health Insurance Contribution from 100% Single/85% Family to 100% 

Employee/85% Dependents 
o Pay 1% Longevity after 15 years and 2% after 20 years.  
o Remove Step 1 and change to 7 Steps vs. 8 
o Salary Adjustments at 7%-5%-3% for 2024-2025-2026 
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A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member 
Fuechtmann to approve the Labor Agreement with Teamsters for Public Works for 2024, 
2025, and 2026.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Kelly, 
Fuechtmann, Leach, Wilber and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 

 
i. The Police Department has received through forfeiture, vehicles that are now available to 

be sold.   The vehicles to be advertised through the State of Minnesota online auction with 
result brought before a subsequent meeting. 

 
    1979 Chappy Motorcycle 
    2008 Buick Lacrosse 
 

A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member 
Leach to approve Resolution No. 2023-94, Resolution Authorizing Advertisement for Sale 
of Excess Vehicles.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Kelly, 
Leach, Wilber, Fuechtmann and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 

 
j. Pat Robischon submitted his resignation for the Sauk Centre HRA Board effective 

November 1, 2023.   His term was set to expire on March 31, 2024. 
 
 A motion was made by Council Member Wilber and was seconded by Council Member 

Leach to accept the resignation of Pat Robischon from the HRA Board effective November 
1, 2023.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Wilber, Leach, Kelly, 
Fuechtmann and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 

 
k. Nancy Anderson applied for the open position of the HRA Board; however, her residence 

is outside the City limits.   The City Code does allow the appointment of members to 
Committees and Boards as follows: 

 
  § 32.01  GENERAL REQUIREMENTS. 
 

All membership positions of the city's committees, commissions and boards must be 
filled with persons who are residents of the city and eligible to vote in its general and 
special elections; provided, however, that residency and voting eligibility 
requirements may be waived upon due consideration of the City Council in cases 
involving lack of interest or availability of potential appointees who meet residency 
and voting eligibility requirements. 

  (Ord. 642, passed 4-6-2005) 
 
 A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member 

Leach to appoint Nancy Anderson to the position on the HRA Board for the 5 year term, 
effective December 7, 2023 and ending March 31, 2029.  A vote being recorded as follows:  
For:  Council Members Kelly, Leach, Fuechtmann, Wilber and Mayor Stone.  Against:  
None.  The motion passed.   

 
8.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
None. 
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9.  NEW BUSINESS 
None. 
 
10.  CONSENT AGENDA 
The Council considered the following Consent Agenda Items: 
 
a. Schedule of Claims -   Unpaid Claims  $106,668.52 

   Paid Claims  $166,639.61 
   Total $273,308.13 
  

b. Resolution No. 2023-95 Resolution Accepting Contributions.   
 
Men’s Card Playing Group  $136.75  Senior Center 
Dan Welle -Southtown  $1,000.00  Amb. Dept. 
Jeanette & Vern Pfeifer  $200.00  Police Dept. 
Girl Scouts – Sauk Centre                                Labor & $500.00  Park Dept. (Dog Park) 
Walmart (Shop with a Cop)  $4,000.00  Police Dept. 
 

c. Resolution No. 2023-96 Resolution Approving an Off-Site Gambling Permit for the Sauk 
Centre Youth Hockey Association.  The permit would allow for a Raffle to be held on 
January 29, 2024 at the Sauk Centre Civic Arena. 
 

d. Resolution No. 2023-97 Resolution Approving an Off-Site Gambling Permit for the Sauk 
Centre Youth Hockey Association.  The permit would allow for a Raffle to be held on 
February 15, 2024 at the Sauk Centre Civic Arena. 
 

e. Gambling Application for Exempt Permit request from Centre Mat Youth Wrestling for 
bingo  on February 17, 2024 at the Sauk Centre American Legion. 

 
A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member Fuechtmann 
to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council 
Members Kelly, Fuechtmann, Leach, Wilber and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion 
passed. 
 
The Council thanked the Men’s Card Playing Group, Dan Welle-Southtown, Jeanette and Vern 
Pfeifer, Sauk Centre Girl Scouts, and Walmart for their donations. 
 
11.  INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
None. 
 
12.  ADJOURNMENT 
A motion was made by Council Member Wilber and was seconded by Council Member Leach to 
adjourn the meeting.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Wilber, Leach, 
Kelly, Fuechtmann and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 
 
With no further business, Mayor Stone adjourned the meeting. 
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Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
_________________________________  _________________________________ 
Mayor Warren Stone     City Administrator Vicki Willer 


