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SAUK CENTRE CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2023 

 
1.  CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Sauk Centre City Council met in a Regular Meeting on Wednesday, December 20, 2023 at 
6:30 p.m. due notice being given thereof.  Present were Mayor Warren Stone and Council Members 
Diane Kelly, Joe Fuechtmann, Shalon Wilber and Heidi Leach.  Also present were City 
Administrator Vicki Willer, Public Works Director Ben Clink, City Engineer Keith Yapp, City 
Planner Sarah Morton and Police Chief Bryon Friedrichs.  Mayor Stone presided thereat.   
 
2.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
A motion was made by Council Member Wilber and was seconded by Council Member Kelly to 
approve the agenda as presented.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members 
Wilber, Kelly, Leach, Fuechtmann and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 
 
3.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A motion was made by Council Member Leach and was seconded by Council Member 
Fuechtmann to approve the December 6, 2023 Regular Meeting Minutes.  A vote being recorded 
as follows:  For:  Council Members Leach, Fuechtmann, Kelly, Wilber and Mayor Stone.  Against:  
None.  The motion passed.   
 
4.  PUBLIC OPEN FORUM (Comments Limited to 3 Minutes) 
None. 
 
5.  PUBLIC HEARINGS 
None. 
 
6.  REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS 
a. Police Chief Friedrichs presented the November 2023 Police Report stating that there were 

a total of 788 ICR, which was up from the 2022 total of 609.  Chief Friedrichs also noted 
the following: 

 
• Department is in the third phase of field training for Officer Harden. 
• Officer Preston’s role at the school and sporting events has been going well and he 

is becoming known by the students/staff as an important resource. 
 
b. Public Works Supervisor Clink updated the Council on the department’s monthly 

activities: 
 

• Minimal sanding/plowing. 
• New employees are being trained into arena work and snow routes. 
• The area for the Fire Department Memorial has been excavated. 
• Recent rain caused issues with the decorations in the park, which have since been 

repaired. 
• Tree trimming complete in snow dump area. 
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• Street sweeper warranty work completed. 
• Campground and boat landing dock end of season repairs complete. 
• Built new room in park shed for Arvig internet components. 
• Lawn mowing equipment cleaned/repaired. 
• Cleaning/painting doors at airport. 
• Ongoing weekly ice maintenance at arena. 

 
7.  ACTION ITEMS 
a. The Council was presented with the proposed 2024 Fee Schedule.  This Fee Schedule 

includes fees for Administration, Airport, Equipment Charges, Street/Sidewalk, Animal, 
Campground, Arena, Police Department, Senior Center, Ambulance Department and Fire 
Department.  The following changes were recommended: 

 
 ADMINISTRATIVE    2023  2024 
 Council Chamber Rent – Unit of Government $20/mtg $30/mtg 
 Council Chamber Rent – Non-Profit   $30/mtg $40/mtg 
 
 SENIOR CENTER     2023  2024 
 Rent – up to 4 hours     $100.00 $125.00 
 Early Set-up Fee     $25/hour $50/hour 
 Damage/Clean Deposit    $75.00  $125.00 
 
 BASIC AMBULANCE RUN   2023  2024 
 Advanced Life Support    -  $1,500.00 
 Additional patients/Bench seat   $280.00 $300.00 
 Hospice Patient Transport    $100.00 $150.00 
 Mileage: Per Loaded BLS Miles   $14.00  $15.00 
 Mileage: Per Loaded ALS Miles   $14.00  $20.00 
 
 AMBULANCE TRANSFER   2023  2024 
 Advanced Life Support     $1,200.00 $1,500.00 
 Additional patients/Bench seat   $280.00 $300.00 

Mileage: Per Loaded BLS Miles   $14.00  $15.00 
 Mileage: Per Loaded ALS Miles   $14.00  $20.00 
 
 AMBULANCE CPR FEE    2023  2024 
 Healthcare – Initial/Refresher    $70.00  $75.00 
 Layperson – Initial/Refresher    $60.00  $65.00 
 First Aid – Initial/Refresher    $30.00  $35.00 
 CPR/First Aid Combination    $80.00  $85.00 
  
 A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member 

Leach to approve Resolution No. 2023-98, Resolution Amending Administrative User Fees 
for 2024.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Kelly, Leach, 
Fuechtmann, Wilber and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed.   
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b. The Council was presented with the proposed 2024 Administrative Penalty.  The 
Administrative Penalties include Alcohol & Tobacco, Development, Street/Sidewalk 
Excavation, Campground Recreational & Park Buildings, Police Department, Traffic 
Violations, Nuisance & Other Violations. 

 
 There were no recommended changes for 2024. 
 
 A motion was made by Council Member Fuechtmann and was seconded by Council 

Member Kelly to approve Resolution No. 2023-99, Resolution to Adopt a Schedule of Fees 
for 2024 Voluntary Administrative Penalties and Fines for Offenses of the City Code 
According to §10.98.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members 
Fuechtmann, Kelly, Leach, Wilber and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 

 
c. The Council was presented with the proposed Ordinance that adopts fees including land 

use fees, zoning permits, building permits, animal control, liquor, cigarette and various 
other licenses.   

 
 The following changes were recommended: 
 
 LICENSES      2023  2024 
 Residential Rental License Transfer Fee  ---  $50.00 
 Cigarette License     $75.00  $100.00 
 
 BUILDING/ZONING & LAND USE   2023  2024 
 Pre-Built Sheds 200 SF to 400 SF   --  $75.00 
 
 A motion was made by Council Member Wilber and was seconded by Council Member 

Kelly to approve Ordinance 826, An Ordinance Summarizing and Reaffirming Fees for 
City Licenses, Permits and Services, Establishing a Schedule of Fines, and Providing for 
Subsequent Review, Modification and Amendment.  A vote being recorded as follows:  
For:  Council Members Wilber, Kelly, Leach, Fuechtmann and Mayor Stone.  Against:  
None.  The motion passed. 

  
d. Minnesota Statute, as a costs savings measure, allows the City to publish Ordinance 

amendments in summary form when the title of the summary clearly describes what is 
being amended in the body of the Ordinance. 

 
 Staff recommended that a summary publication of Ordinance No. 827 be published. 
 

A motion was made by Council Member Leach and was seconded by Council Member 
Fuechtmann to approve Ordinance No. 827, An Ordinance of the City of Sauk Centre 
Authorizing Summary Publication of Ordinance 826 Summarizing and Reaffirming Fees 
for City Licenses and Permits and Providing for Subsequent Review, Modification, and 
Amendment.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council members Leach, 
Fuechtmann, Kelly, Fuechtmann and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 
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e. The Council considered the following Board and Commission appointments: Mayor Stone 
reviewed each of the applications and presented his recommendations. 

Park Board – 2 positions to be appointed for a 2-year term and 1 open position for a 
1-year term.   The terms of John Vornbrock and an open position will expire December 
31, 2023 and 1 open position that will expire on December 31, 2024.  One member to be 
appointed for a two year term, effective January 1, 2024 and expiring December 31, 2025.  
The following  submitted a nomination:   

 
John Vornbrock 

 
Public Utilities Commission – 2 positions to be appointed for a 3 year term.  The term 
of Ted Spanier and Jeff Bromenshenkel will expire December 31, 2023.  Two members to 
be appointed for a three year term, effective January 1, 2024 and expiring December 31, 
2026.  The following submitted nominations:   

 
Ted Spanier 

Jeff Bromenshenkel 
      

EDA Board – 1 position to be appointed for a 6-year term.   The term of Jean Marthaler 
will expire on December 31, 2023.  One member to be appointed for a six year term, 
effective January 1, 2024 and expiring December 31, 2029.  The following submitted a 
nomination.    

 
     Jean Marthaler 
 

Convention & Visitor’s Bureau – 2 positions to be appointed for a 3 year term.  The 
terms of Annette Hinnenkamp and Pam Durbin will expire December 31, 2023.  One 
position to be appointed for a three year term (Pam Durbin), effective January 1, 2024 and 
expiring December 31, 2026 and one position to be appointed to a one year term (Annette 
Hinnenkamp), effective January 1, 2024 and expiring December 31, 2024.  The following 
submitted nominations.   

 
Annette Hinnenkamp  

Pam Durbin 
 

            
Senior Center Board – 2 Members to be appointed for a 3 year term.  The terms of 
Nancy Kazlauckas and Vonnie Zirbes will expire on December 31, 2023.  One position to 
be appointed for a one year term (Nancy Kazlauckas), effective January 1, 2024 and 
expiring December 31, 2024 and one position to be appointed for a three year term (Vonnie 
Zirbes), effective January 1, 2024 and expiring December 31, 2026.  The following 
submitted nominations:   

  
Nancy Kazlauckas 

Vonnie Zirbes 
   



5 
 

CentraCare Sauk Centre Board – 1 position to be recommended for a 3-year term.   
The term of Joe Uphus expires on December 31, 2023.  In an effort to standardize all the 
Advisory Boards across CentaCare, the Board revised their bylaws in June to go from three 
to six community members.  They have requested to replace Joe Uphus, who stepped down, 
and to add three additional members, with staggering terms.  

 
Sarah Abel 

Christine Hokanson 
Mike Traeger 
Jean Yarke 

 
A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member 
Leach to approve Mayor Stone’s Board and Commission appointments.  A vote being 
recorded as follows :  For :  Council Members Kelly, Leach, Fuechtmann, Wilber and 
Mayor Stone.  Against :  None.  The motion passed. 

 
f. Quotes were received for the Fuel Bid as follows: 
 

 2 Year Bid 

GAS STATION Unleaded/Ethanol  

#1 
Diesel 
Fuel  

#2 
Diesel 
Fuel 

Premium 
Diesel 
Fuel  

     
Holiday 
Stationstores/Circle K 
Corp. $0.05 $0.05 $0.05       $0.05 
     
Truckers Inn $0.20 $0.20  $0.20 $0.20 
     
Northdale Oil, 
Inc./Brothers Market $0.15 $0.15 $0.15 $0.15 
     
Isaac's North Star $0.15 $0.15 $0.15 $0.15 
     

Both Holiday & Truckers Inn are open 24 hours.  Isaac’s North Star is open at 5 a.m. till 7 
p.m. and Brothers Market until 10 p.m.  Fuel can be purchased after hours at Isaac’s North 
Star and Brothers Market at the pump.  

 
Fuel purchases average 11,000 gallons of gas and 9,000 gallons of diesel per year. 

 
Isaac’s Northstar was prior low bidder from 2017 to 2023.  

 
A motion was made by Council Member Fuechtmann and was seconded by Council 
Member Kelly to approve Resolution No. 2023-100, Resolution Awarding Fuel Bid 
(Trucker’s Inn).  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Fuechtmann, 
Kelly, Leach, Wilber and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed.   
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g. Bids were received for 2024-2025 refuse collection services.  The following bids were 
received and are presented on an annualized basis: 

 
 Bidder    Base Bid     Tax  Total Bid   

Waste Management  $12,885.50 $3,090.88 $15,976.38 
 Borgmann   $14,047.00 $3,511.75 $17,558.75 
 West Central   $20,499.50 $4,511.13 $25,010.63 
 

A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member 
Leach to approve Resolution No. 2023-101, Resolution Accepting Bid for 2024-2025 
Refuse Service Collection.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members 
Kelly, Leach, Wilber, Fuechtmann and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 

 
h. A Purchase Agreement was presented by the Sauk Centre Public Utility for the purchase 

of property currently owned by Sauk Centre Township located at the intersection of T.H. 
71 and County 112.   The intent is for the property to be utilized for the installation of a 
city well. 

 

 
 

Sauk Centre Township accepted the proposal and agrees to the execution of the Agreement.  
 

It was requested that authorization be granted to the Mayor and City Administrator to 
execute the Purchase Agreement and also the related Closing Documents.  

 
A motion was made by Council Member Wilber and was seconded by Council Member 
Kelly to approve Resolution No. 2023-102, Resolution Authorizing Execution of 
Documents.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Wilber, Kelly, 
Leach, Fuechtmann and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 

 
i. The City has been utilizing the services of CliftonLarsonAllen (CLA) for auditing services 

for the past several years.  The Agreement is up for renewal with a proposed rate of $36,000 
for auditing the 2023 Financial Statements with an additional approximately $4,000 in 
ancillary charges.  Staff reached out to similar cities including Cold Spring and Melrose to 
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determine if the rate was in line with others who use other accounting/auditing firms and 
found that the rates appear to be slightly higher; however, without a direct side by side on 
what services are provided it was difficult to determine. 

 
An option discussed was for the City to utilize CLA for the 2023 Audit and then after audit 
go out for formal proposals for upcoming years.   

 
A motion was made by Council Member Leach and was seconded by Council Member 
Fuechtmann to approve an agreement with CLA for 2023 auditing services.  A vote being 
recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Leach, Fuechtmann, Wilber, Kelly and Mayor 
Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 
 

j. In 2023 the City installed drain tile in the easement in the South Sauk Centre Industrial 
Park on Lot 2, Block 2 which is located in the far Southwest corner.  This tile connected 
three tile lines that traversed the property for the benefit of the farm to the west. Those lines 
were connected into one and moved into the easement on the perimeter of the property that 
has been dedicated in the plat. The lines that previously cross the property were then 
abandoned. 

 
Pat Borgmann, as the owner of the farm, requested that a separate easement document be 
executed specifically allowing the tile to be located in the easement on the lot.  An easement 
document was presented that was drafted by legal counsel which specifically states the tile 
is allowed to remain and be maintained and that it is for the benefit of the farm to the west. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member 
Leach to authorize execution of Easement Document by Mayor Stone and City 
Administrator Willer.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Kelly, 
Leach, Fuechtmann, Wilber and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 
 



8 
 

k. The City Council approved the adjustment of Accounts Receivable with various write 
offs. 

 
Since that time there have been two accounts that have been paid minus the finance 
charges.   Those finance charges now need to be written off as well. 

 
 Jennie-O Turkey Store $7.40 
 Mark Westbrock $12.82 
 CentraCare $13.02 
 McGlore Orth $1.89 
 Total $35.13 
 

A motion was made by Council Member Wilber and was seconded by Council Member 
Kelly to approve Resolution No. 2023-103, Resolution Approving Adjustments to 
Accounts Receivable.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Wilber, 
Kelly, Leach, Fuechtmann and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 

 
l. Each year the Big Sauk Lake Association (BSLA) provided the City with its proposal for 

the following years’ budget and how they propose to utilize the funds from the prior Weed 
Harvester Program that are in the custody of the Sauk River Watershed District. 

 
Their proposal for 2024 is to spray 45 acres for CLP (Curlyleaf Pondweed) for $20,965 
and conduct the Weed Survey which will be used for the 2025 estimate in the amount of 
$5,059.76 for a total of 2024 expenditures of $26,024.76.  This proposal to be included in 
the Sauk River Watershed District’s budget. 

 
BSLA will apply to the DNR for a permit to spray the 45 acres; however, the DNR has 
ultimate authority on where and how much to allow.  In prior years, the scope of the project 
has been reduced.  

 
The areas proposed to be sprayed include the Sauk River inlet on the far north end, the 
southeasterly shore area east of the narrows, the Ashley Creek inlet area, and the south bay 
area from the beach to the Sauk Lane point. 

 
A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member 
Leach to accept the 2024 Budget Proposal and recommend it’s adoption by the SRWD.  
A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Kelly, Leach, Wilber, 
Fuechtmann and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed.  

 
m. Andrew Rousslange submitted his resignation from the Public Works Department effective 

January 5, 2023.  He accepted a position with another City.  Andrew has worked for the 
City since 2004 beginning as a Summer Seasonal, then Part Time, and then became full 
time in 2012.   

 
With this resignation, a position vacancy exists.  It was requested that the position be 
internally posted for ten days followed by advertisement.   It was recommended that the 
ranking of the applicants be weighted toward an individual with mechanical experience. 
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A second request is to appoint Matt Wessel as a backup plow driver in the event one is 
needed.   Wessel is currently a firefighter for Sauk Centre and also works for several years 
as a plow driver for MnDot and maintains his CDL license. 

 
A motion was made by Council Member Wilber and was seconded by Fuechtmann to 
accept resignation of Andrew Rousslange, approve internal posting and advertisement for 
position, and appoint Matt Wessel as backup plow driver.  A vote being recorded as 
follows:  For:  Council Members Wilber, Fuechtmann, Leach, Kelly and Mayor Stone.  
Against:  None.  The motion passed. 

 
n. The Sauk Centre Police Department previously secured authorization to offer a forfeited 

vehicle for sale through the online bidding process.  The bid window has closed with the 
following results: 

 
 BIDDER    Property   AMOUNT   
 Jose Gayton Cruz  1979 Yamaha Chappy  $710.00  
 

A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member 
Leach to approve Resolution No. 2023-104, Resolution Accepting Bid and Authorizing 
Sale of Excess Vehicle.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members 
Kelly, Leach, Fuechtmann, Wilber and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion 
passed. 

 
8.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
None. 
 
9.  NEW BUSINESS 
None. 
 
10.  CONSENT AGENDA 
The Council considered the following Consent Agenda Items: 
 
a. Schedule of Claims -  Unpaid Claims $111,148.18 

   Paid Claims $0.00  
   Total $111,148.18 
  

b. November Checks Paid Claims/Payroll $528,584.35    
    

 
c. Resolution No. 2023-105 Resolution Accepting Contributions.   
 

The following to be donated to the Ambulance Department for purchasing ALS Equipment 
Setup: 
 
 Township of Little Sauk       $250.00 
 Great River Federal Credit Union $673.29  
 American Legion Post #67        $1,500.00  
 Dan Welle Southtown  $1,000.00 
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 Orleen Hoffman  $500.00 
 Felling Trailer  $1,000.00 
 Getty Township  $500.00 
 American Legion Auxiliary  $3,000.00 
 Advantage 1 Ins. Agency   $50.00 
 Lions Club of Sauk Centre  $2,000.00 
 Big Sauk Lake Association  $1,000.00 
 City of Westport  $50.00 

 
d. The Cannabinoid Licenses are up for renewal on December 31, 2023.  To date the 

following applicants, have the appropriate paperwork completed and fee paid.  Listed 
below are the Cannabinoid Licensees and License Number: 
 

• Sauk Centre Tobacco, LLC    2024-06 
• Jessica Massmann dba Crazy J’s Bar & Grill  2024-07 
• Sauk Centre Tobacco, Inc.    2024-08 
• Northdale Oil, Inc. dba Sister’s Beer, Wine & Spirits 2024-09 
• Jorge Alfredo Esparaza dba MNKUSCHCO, LLC 2024-10 
• Winters Chiropractic     2024-11 

 
A motion was made by Council Member Leach and was seconded by Council Member Wilber to 
approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council 
Members Leach, Wilber, Kelly, Fuechtmann and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion 
passed. 
 
The Council thanked the above mentioned organizations/people for their donations. 
 
11.  INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
a. 2024 Meeting Calendar. 
 
12.  ADJOURNMENT 
A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member Leach to 
adjourn the meeting.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Kelly, Leach, 
Fuechtmann, Wilber and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 
 
With no further business, Mayor Stone adjourned the meeting. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
_________________________________  _________________________________ 
Mayor Warren Stone     City Administrator Vicki Willer 


