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SAUK CENTRE CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 21, 2023 

 
1.  CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Sauk Centre City Council met in a Regular Meeting on Wednesday, June 21, 2023 at 6:30 
p.m. due notice being given thereof.  Present were Mayor Warren Stone, Council Members Diane 
Kelly, Joe Fuechtmann, Shalon Wilber and Heidi Leach.  Also present were City Administrator 
Vicki Willer, Public Works Director Ben Clink, City Engineer Chuck Boser and City Planner 
Sarah Morton.  Mayor Stone presided thereat.   
 
2.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
A motion was made by Council Member Fuechtmann and was seconded by Council Member Kelly 
to approve the agenda as presented.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members 
Fuechtmann, Kelly, Leach, Wilber and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 
 
3.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A motion was made by Council Member Leach and was seconded by Mayor Stone to approve the 
June 7, 2023 Regular Meeting Minutes as presented.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  
Council Member Leach, Mayor Stone, Council Members Kelly, Fuechtmann and Wilber.  Against:  
None.  The motion passed. 
 
4.  PUBLIC OPEN FORUM (Comments Limited to 3 Minutes) 
None. 
 
5.  PUBLIC HEARINGS 
None. 
 
6.  REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS 
a. Police Chief Friedrichs presented the May 2023 Police Report stating there were a total of 
 826 ICRs.  Chief Friedrichs also noted the following: 
 

• New Officer Kowski started June 7 and is getting trained in. 
• Criminal Prosecution Contract – See 7b. 

 
b. Public Works Director Ben Clink updated the Council on the Department's monthly 
 activities: 
 

• Covered streets with first pass for patching – approximately 130 tons of asphalt 
were used. 

• Crosswalks and parking lot all painted. 
• Library boiler replacement complete. 
• Several arena dry floor rentals – no issues noted. 
• Sprinkler system repairs/maintenance complete and all systems are in working 

order. 
• Minor repairs to campground bathrooms are complete. 
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• Completing street sweeping, setting up barricades for the Chalk In Sauk event. 
• DNR is working on getting all necessary parts to make repairs to the pier.  Work 

scheduled to begin the week of June 26. 
• Still waiting on concrete blocks for Jaycee Park repair. 
• Splash pad has been up and running since Memorial Weekend with no issues. 
• Hickman Park playground structure installed.   
• Sidewalk inspection letters have been sent.  Property owners have until August 1, 

2023 to complete repairs. 
 
c. City Engineer Chuck Boser updated the Council on the following projects: 
 
 Arrowsmith: 

• Final Pay Request – See 7f. 
• Punch list complete. 
• IC 134 Documents and other closeout documents have been received and final 

payment is recommended. 
 
 South Industrial Park: 

• Working on lift station controls the week of June 19. 
• Completed some street patching. 
• The leak in the sanitary system was located and repaired. 
• The site has been seeded. 

 
 Second Street Project: 

• Working on punch list items. 
• Working on seeding – dry conditions do not help. 
• Paving to take place late June, early July. 

 
 Author's Addition: 

• De-watering a stretch of Hendryx Street. 
 
d. The Planning Commission met on June 13 and discussed the following: 
 

• Public Hearing – See 7d. 
• April Building Permit Report – total construction value $1.3 million. 
• May Building Permit Report – total construction value $291,000.   

 
7.  ACTION ITEMS 
a. Due to recent changes in CentraCare’s Policy on utilizing nurses to ride in the Ambulance 

for Advanced Life Support (ALS) transfers, a Policy was developed that would outline 
how CentraCare could deploy its CentraCare Service or a Mayo Clinic Ambulance to 
provide that service until a future date when the City’s service could obtain its ALS license.  
The Primary difference between a Basic Life Support and an Advance Life Support Service 
is the ability to administer certain medications. 
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The Policy was developed through consultation with CentraCare the City of Melrose and 
the City of Sauk Centre and has been reviewed by the legal teams of all entities. 
 
Beginning July 1, 2023, whenever a CentraCare doctor determines that a patient requires 
an ALS transfer, CentraCare would request deployment of an ambulance through 
CentraCare Emergency Medical Services (CCEMS) through their dispatch Allina 
Communications rather than requesting a transfer via Sauk Centre Ambulance. 
 
If and when Sauk Centre Ambulance receives its ALS License the work flow process will 
change to give Sauk Centre Ambulance first call for the transfer.  If a paramedic is available 
Sauk Centre Ambulance will take the call, if they are not available Melrose will get the 
second call, and if they are not available then CentraCare will proceed as previously noted.     
 
This Agreement is only for transfers and does not authorize CentraCare ambulances to take 
911 calls in Sauk Centre’s Service Area unless requested. 
 
Both Sauk Centre and Melrose ambulance services have submitted applications to EMSRB 
for part time ALS licensure.  Sauk Centre currently has three paramedics on its service that 
would have the ability to take an ALS transfer.  It is anticipated that Sauk Centre will be 
able to grow the number of Paramedics on the roster; however, until that time this 
Agreement will likely be in force. 

 
 A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member 

Fuechtmann to approve the Ambulance Transfer Memorandum of Understanding between 
Sauk Centre Ambulance Service and CentraCare Emergency Medical Services.  A vote 
being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Kelly, Fuechtmann, Leach, Wilber and 
Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 

 
b. Janelle Kendall, Stearns County Attorney, presented the City with the 2024/2025 Criminal 
 Prosecution Contract, which is an extension of the existing contract.   Stearns County 
 handles the prosecutions for the Police Department.    
 
 A flat rate of $34,000 per year is proposed which is an 8% increase over the prior contract 
 for 2022/2023. 
 
 Stearns County prosecutes misdemeanor and petty misdemeanor violations of State 
 Statute.  They also provide victim and witness assistance, civil asset forfeiture, appellate 
 representation, law enforcement training and 24/7 availability for law enforcement 
 questions. 
 
 A motion was made by Council Member Fuechtmann and was seconded by Council 

Member Leach to authorize the execution of 2024/2025 Criminal Prosecution Contract 
with the Stearns County Attorney's Office.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council 
Members Fuechtmann, Leach, Kelly, Wilber and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The 
motion passed. 

 
c. The following excess equipment for the Sauk Centre Fire Department has been offered for 

sale through the online bidding process with MinnBid. 
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 The high bidders are as follows: 
 
 BIDDER   ITEM    AMOUNT   
 
 James Hanel  Exercise Equipment   $376.00 
 

A motion was made by Council Member Leach and was seconded by Council Member 
Kelly to approve Resolution No. 2023-37, Resolution Authorizing Sale of Excess 
Equipment.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Leach, Kelly, 
Fuechtmann, Wilber and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 
 

d. The Planning Commission, acting as the Board of Adjustment, conducted a Public 
Hearing on Tuesday, June 13, 2023 to consider a request for a variance on property located 
at 700 Grove Lake Street S legally described as Part of Lots 1&2, Block 10, Robbins and 
Mendenhall’s and owned by S. William Property Mgmt. aka Kelly Kerfeld.  

 
 The request is for a variance from the Rear Yard Setback requirement of 25 feet.  The 

request is for a setback of nineteen feet to allow for the construction of a twin home. 
 
 The Board recommends that the request be approved. 
 

 
 

A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member 
Fuechtmann to approve Resolution No. 2023-38, Resolution Approving Request for a 
Variance for Kelly Kerfeld DBA S. William Property Management LLC.  A vote being 
recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Kelly, Fuechtmann, Leach, Wilber and Mayor 
Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 
 

e. CSNP Properties LLC (Cody Nelson) submitted an application for a minor subdivision for 
property located at 702 Main Street N.   The subdivision, if approved, would divide one lot 
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into two conforming lots.  Property is described as Lot 3, Block 1, of W.H. Cates Golf 
View Addition. 

 
 Nelson’s property currently has 608.91feet of frontage on Main St. N.  After subdivision 

three will be one 103.00 foot lot and one 505.91 foot lot with the expectation that both lots 
will be included in a plat to follow.    Water and sewer mains are stubbed to the first parcel.  
The owner will extend the main lines to service the second and future properties by running 
a main line parallel to Main Street.    Both properties will meet the minimum zoning 
requirements for an R-2 Multi Family parcel.   Future anticipated subdivision will include 
a total of ten total units in five buildings   This lot split will allow for the commencement 
of construction of the first two buildings (one on each lot).  
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A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member 
Leach to approve Resolution No. 2023-39, Resolution Approving a Minor Subdivision 
(Lot Split) for CSNP Sauk Centre, LLC.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council 
Members Kelly, Leach, Wilber, Fuechtmann and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The 
motion passed. 

 
f. Pay Request #5 for Mark Lee Excavating for the Arrowsmith Project has been presented 
 for payment.   This is the Final Pay Request for this project. 
 
 Contract Amount $412,387.00 
 
 Change Orders Approved $77,027.12 
 
 Total Contract $489,414.12 
 
 Value Completed to Date $527,957.52 
 
 Amount Earned $527,957.52 
 
 Less Retainage $0.00 
 
 Subtotal $527,957.52 
 
 Less Previously Paid $517,398.37 
 
 Amount Due this Request $10,559.15 
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 A motion was made by Council Member Leach and was seconded by Council Member 
Kelly to approve Pay Request #5 for Mark Lee Excavating for $10,559.15.  A vote being 
recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Leach, Kelly, Fuechtmann, Wilber and Mayor 
Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 

 
g. Pay Request #2 has been submitted for payment to Kuechle Underground, Inc. for the 2023 
 Authors Addition Project. 
 
 Contract Amount $1,334,774.58 
 
 Value Completed to Date $393,854.36 
 
 Amount Earned $393,854.36 
  
 Less Retainage 5% $19,692.71 
 
 Subtotal $374,161.65 
 
 Less Previously Paid $137,432.59 
 
 Amount Due this Request $236,729.06 
 
 A motion was made by Council Member Wilber and was seconded by Council Member 

Leach to approve Pay Request #2 to Kuechle Underground, Inc. for 236,729.06.  A vote 
being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Wilber, Leach, Kelly, Fuechtmann and 
Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 

 
8.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
None. 
 
9.  NEW BUSINESS 
None. 
 
10.  CONSENT AGENDA 
The Council considered the following Consent Agenda Items: 
 
a. Schedule of Claims -  Unpaid Claims $311,908.99 

   Paid Claims $0.00 
   Total $311,908.99 

 
  

b. May Checks Paid Claims/Payroll   $693,281.36 
 
A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member Leach to 
approve the consent agenda as presented.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council 
Members Kelly, Leach, Fuechtmann, Wilber and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion 
passed. 
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11.  INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
a. Coalition of Greater MN Cities. 
 
b. League of MN Cities Dues increase – 4.5%. 
 
c. Notice of Public Hearing on Improvement – Lakeview Dr. – July 5, 2023. 
 
12.  ADJOURNMENT 
A motion was made by Council Member Fuechtmann and was seconded by Council Member Kelly 
to adjourn the meeting.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Fuechtmann, 
Kelly, Leach, Wilber and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 
 
With no further business, Mayor Stone adjourned the meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
_________________________________  _________________________________ 
Mayor Warren Stone     City Administrator Vicki Willer 


