
SAUK CENTRE CITY COUNCIL  
REGULAR MEETING  

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2023 
  

1.  CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
The Sauk Centre City Council met in a Regular Meeting on Wednesday, February 15, 2023 at 6:30 
p.m. due notice being given thereof.  Present were Mayor Warren Stone, Council Members Diane 
Kelly, Joe Fuechtmann, Shalon Wilber and Heidi Leach.  Also present were Engineer Keith Yapp, 
Public Works Supervisor Ben Clink, Police Chief Bryon Friedrichs, City Administrator Vicki 
Willer and City Planner Sarah Morton.  Mayor Stone presided thereat.  
  
2.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA  
A motion was made by Council Member Wilber and was seconded by Council Member Leach, 
with changes.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Wilber, Leach, 
Fuechtmann, Kelly and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 
 
3.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member Fuechtmann 
to approve the February 1, 2023 Regular Meeting Minutes as presented.  A vote being recorded as 
follows:  For:  Council Members Kelly, Fuechtmann, Leach, Wilber and Mayor Stone.  Against:  
None.  The motion passed.   
  
4.  PUBLIC OPEN FORUM (Comments Limited to 3 Minutes)  
None. 
 
5.  PUBLIC HEARING 
None. 
 
5.  REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS  
a. Stearns County Attorney Janelle Kendall presented the 2022 total Sauk Centre Adult and Juvenile 

City Prosecutions.  There was a total of 85 Misdemeanors, 43 Gross Misdemeanors and 36 felonies. 

 The contract with the County includes adult criminal and juvenile investigative legal advice for all 
members of Stearns County law enforcement agencies.  Their attorneys carry cell phones 24 hours 
a day, 7 days a week for law enforcement legal advice as needed.   

 In 2022 Stearns County provided law enforcement with training opportunities and legal updates at 
no cost to all members of the Sauk Centre Police Department.  Additionally, they assist victims of 
crime as allowed by law through personal help, referrals and restitution collection. 

 The City of Sauk Centre had six adults who qualified for the Diversion Program.  Six joined and 
five successfully completed that program.  Two juveniles qualified for diversion, were admitted 
and successfully completed diversion. 

b. Police Chief Friedrichs presented the 2022 Police Department Annual Report: 

• Department staff and years of service 
• 20 DWI arrests (2 of the 20 being under influence of controlled substance) 
• No underage drinking violation 



• Reportable crime statistics 
o Theft - 71 
o Burglary - 18 
o Domestic Assault - 15 
o Sexual Assault - 6 
o Assault - 6 
o Robbery - 0 
o Arson – 0 

• Traffic Violations 
o Driving After Suspension – 26 
o DAC/DAC-IPS – 11 
o Driving After Revocation – 60 
o No Proof Insurance – 27 
o No MN DL – 128 
o Seatbelt – 9 
o Speeding – 209 
o Use of Wireless Device – 28 
o Verbal Warnings – 1,757 

• 89 accidents 
• 414 Assists for other agencies to include: 124 Mn State Patrol, 159 Stearns County, 50 

Melrose PD, 34 Todd County, and 47 K-9 
• Drug Statistics 
• Miscellaneous calls for service and proactive contacts 
• 237.50 hours of training.  The cost of this training was $2,750 which consisted of $6,375.52 

in salaries, $27.21 for meals, $642.33 in transportation, and $757.0 in lodging.  Officers 
also train on the P.A.T.R.O.L. courses which is online training where each officer does at 
least one hour every month.  The City pays $720.00 per year for this online training. 

• The Department retained $11,492.17 in forfeitures. 
• In 2021 the Department was given a budget of $1,232,543.  Overall, the department 

expended $10,998 over what was budgeted. 
 
 In January 2023 there were a total of 743 calls. 
 
c. Public Works Director Clink updated the Council on the department's monthly activities: 
 

• Storm sewer thawing taking place when weather is warm enough to do so. 
• Cleared ice build-up in certain areas. 
• Snow removal at airport. 
• Airport A/D building addition complete. 
• North end of outdoor hockey rink is starting to show dirt due to warm temps. 
• Assisted with snow removal and placement of picnic tables for snowmobile races. 
• Routine building maintenance at Senior Center and library. 
• Heat timer failed at arena.  Part has been ordered. 
• Ice removal will take place early March. 
• Arena roof was leaking in several locations during warm temps the past week. 

 
d. Mayor Stone updated the Council on the SCPUC activities stating the following: 
 



• Meeting Monday, February 13, 2023. 
• Reviewed monthly numbers on water, wastewater, electricity. 
• Main discussion held regarding green energy and how new legislation may affect 

city residents. 
 
e. The Planning Commission met on Tuesday, February 14 and discussed the following: 
 

• Public Hearing – Variance – See 7b. 
• Reviewed January Building Permit Report – 5 permits issued for a total 

construction value of $354,000.00. 
 
f. The Park Board met on Tuesday, February 7 and discussed the following: 
 

• Received Public Works Report as it relates to the Parks system. 
• Received report on SLP Fountain Survey with recommendation to Council – See 

 8b. 
• Discussed needed capital improvements to Civic Arena. 
• Discussed future ballfield improvements at Towerview Ballfields. 
• Recommend Trail Improvements for 2023 Capital Project. 

o Wobegon Trail Spur 
o Brown’s Park 
o East River Heights Trail 
o Skate Park and Basketball Court 
o Also discussed future trail connecting Splash Pad to Hickman Park. 

• Received updated Campground Annual Revenue Report and 2023 YTD 
 Reservations. 

 
7.  ACTION ITEMS  
a. The Council considered the following appointments: 

1.) HRA Board – 1 position to be appointed for a 5-year term. The term of Donivan 
Leonard expires on March 31, 2023.  The following submitted a nomination:    
 

Donivan Leonard 

 A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member 
 Fuechtmann to appoint Donivan Leonard to the position on the HRA Board for a five-year 
 term effective April 1, 2023 and ending March 31, 2028.  A vote being recorded as follows:  
 For:  Council Members Kelly, Fuechtmann, Leach, Wilber and Mayor Stone.  Against:  
 None.  The motion passed. 

b. The Planning Commission, acting as the Board of Adjustment, conducted a Public Hearing 
 on Tuesday, February 14, 2023 considering an application for a variance submitted by 
 Merle and Kathy Felling for property located at 524 Hickman Drive.   The variance, if 
 approved, allows a single-family dwelling to be constructed 26’ from the RROW where 
 30’ is required.    



 

 A copy of the Certificate of Survey was presented to the Council, which indicates that the 
 home cannot be moved further away  from the roadway due to the existence of a sanitary 
 sewer line that crossed the property.  The deck, as shown, will protrude into the easement.  
 An Agreement will be required where the Felling's agree that if the City needs to excavate 
 the line at a future date that costs associated with deck removal will be the responsibility 
 of the Fellings. 

 

 

 
 A motion was made by Council Member Kelly and was seconded by Council Member 
 Fuechtmann to approve Resolution No. 2023-16, Resolution Granting Variance to Merle 
 and Kathy Felling.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Kelly, 
 Fuechtmann, Leach, Wilber and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 
 
c. At the January 18, 2023 City Council meeting, staff was directed to amend the proposed 
 Protective Covenants for the Authors Addition Plat. 



 

• Add language to deter consecutive identical homes. 
• Consider a timeline for construction such as two years from purchase of lot. 

 
 After reviewing potential language, the following was recommended: 

6) No dwelling shall be constructed within 300 feet of an existing dwelling with the 
 same plan, exterior treatments, or color as viewed from the public street.  

 
 Due to concerns that a deadline for construction would deter potential purchasers, the 
 Council considered incentives to build sooner rather than later.  Ie: WAC/SAC 
 discounts, appliance coupons, landscaping etc.   The EDA could be tasked with formulating 
 a Policy.   

 A motion was made by Council Member Wilber and was seconded by Council Member 
 Kelly to approve a Declaration of Protective Covenants for Author's Addition, with Item 
 6, as well as the EDA creating building incentives.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  
 Council Members Wilber, Kelly and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  Abstain:  Council 
 Members Fuechtmann and Leach.  The motion passed. 
 
d. Kathy Struffert, Ambulance Director, requested that the appointment of a Driver/First 
 Responder be approved. 

 Sheryl Braun is currently an EMT candidate and has been taking classes.  She passed the 
 class which allows her to move forward with practical's.   

 Struffert recommended that Braun be appointed as a Driver/First Responder until she has 
 completed the practical's which will give her hands on experience. 

 A motion was made by Wilber and was seconded by Fuechtmann to approve appointment 
 of Sheryl Braun as Driver/First Responder.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  
 Council Members Wilber, Fuechtmann, Leach, Kelly and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  
 The motion passed. 

8.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
a. City Hall Front Steps – Currently evaluating heat options.  The final will then come to City 
 Council before going for bids.  The Council discussed the removal of heated steps in order 
 to reduce costs. 
 
b. Sinclair Lewis Park Fountain – Staff is updating costs based on Park Board 
 recommendation from a Community Survey to install a painted replica in the Park.  Once 
 costs are finalized, the purchase will come before the City Council for final approval.  
   

43.73% Replica Painted 
22.03% Replica Bronze 
34.24% Something New & Different 
 



c. Arena Roof – Funding Options are being researched for the repair of the Arena Roof.  
 The State, along with other Charitable Organizations, are being contacted.  The roof repair 
 estimate is $500,000. 

9.  NEW BUSINESS  
a. The Park Board recommended that the City improve its Trail System.  The following trails 
 were recommended: 

1. Construct a trail from 6th Street into Brown’s Park. 
2. Pave the trail from East River Circle to East River Blvd. 
3. Reclaim and Pave the Wobegon Trail Spur along Park Road to Wobegon. 
4. Reclaim and Pave the Skate Park and Basketball Court. 

 
 Updated bid specs are currently in process and will come before the Council prior to final 
 approval.   

 

 

10.  CONSENT AGENDA  
The Council considered the following Consent Agenda Items:  
 
a. Schedule of Claims -   Unpaid Claims $160,073.64 
    Paid Claims $0.00   

    Total $160,073.64 

b. January Checks Paid Claims/Payroll $1,295,448.87 
 

c.   Sauk Centre Youth Hockey Association has submitted an Application & Permit for a 1-
Day Temporary On-Sale Liquor License for a beer & wine event at the Sauk Centre Civic 
Arena on March 25, 2023.  Fee and Certificate of Insurance is being provided.  

 
d.    Gambling Application for Exempt Permit request from the Rotary Club of Sauk Centre for 

a raffle on June 28, 2023 at Sinclair Lewis Park Bandshell. 



 
e. Resolution No. 2023-17 Resolution Approving an Off-site Gambling Permit for the Sauk 

Centre Youth Hockey Association.  The permit would allow for a Raffle to be held on 
March 25, 2023 at the Sauk Centre Civic Arena. 

 
A motion was made by Council Member Leach and was seconded by Council Member Kelly to 
approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council 
Members Leach, Kelly, Fuechtmann, Wilber and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion 
passed. 
 
11.  INFORMATIONAL ITEMS  
a. Board of Appeal and Equalization – April 10, 2023 – 1:00 – 1:30 p.m. 

 
b. Mark Grinstead will advance to Step 6 on March 1, 2023. 
 
c. Spectrum (Charter) Lineup Changes. 
  
12.  ADJOURNMENT  
A motion was made by Council Member Wilber and was seconded by Council Member Kelly to 
adjourn the meeting.  A vote being recorded as follows:  For:  Council Members Wilber, Kelly, 
Fuechtmann, Leach and Mayor Stone.  Against:  None.  The motion passed. 
  
With no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Stone adjourned the meeting.  
  
Respectfully submitted:  
  
  
_________________________________   _________________________________  
Mayor Warren Stone City Administrator   Vicki Willer  
 


